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Sudden 
end of the 
Kabariti 
era 


By a Star Staff Writer 
AMMAN 1 —Mr Abdel 
Karim Kabariti's disap¬ 
pearance from the politi¬ 
cal center stage in Jor¬ 
dan is ;is sudden as his 
rise to the helm more 
lhan a year ago*. The 49* 
year-old Aqaba deputy 
was the youngest Jorda¬ 
nian ever to become 
prime minister in the 
history of the state. He 
came with a strong 


News 

Analysis 


Royal mandate: to 
launch a white revolu¬ 
tion aimed at unleashing 
the hidden and untapped 
resources of Jordan’s 
young talents and to 
employ these resources 
in the service of the 
state in the peace era. 

Mr Kabariti'* style of 
government was indeed 
different from previous 
premiers. He leaves as 
no less controversial 
today as when he first 
formed his government. 
The era of Kabaritism. 
as the press liked to call 
it. will be remembered 
for its head-on collision 
politics: The lifting of 
bread subsidies and the 
ensuing violence in the 
south, incessant con¬ 
frontations with depu¬ 
ties. arrest of journalists, 
attack on the Iraqi lead¬ 
ership among others. 
But he will also remem¬ 
bered for his efforts to 
confront the country's 
endemic economic prob¬ 
lems. His government 
passed important eco¬ 
nomic laws and took 
major strides on tbe road 
of economic restructur¬ 
ing—albeit at the 
expense of its popular¬ 
ity. But Mr Kabariti said 
it" many times; that he 
was not seeking popular¬ 
ity—and indeed he 
never got it. 

But until the last day 
in office. Mr Kabariu 
remained confident or 

Continued on page 2 
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King accepts Kabariti’s resignation 

Majali forms government 
that will oversee elections 
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By Star Staff Writer 
AMMAN—In an unexpected 
political development. His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday accepted the resig¬ 
nation of the government of 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti and asked former 
Prime Minister Abdel Salam 
Al Majali to form a new one. 
Dr Majali and his 23-mcmbcr 
cabinet were sworn in before 
the King Wednesday evening 
at the Royal Court. 

The surprise resignation of 
the 49-year-old Kabariti ended 
weeks of speculations about 
the cabinet reshuffle that the 
former premier was preparing 
to make once Parliament went 
into recess in preparation for 
the general elections that are 
scheduled to lake place later 
this year. The King issued a 
Royal Decree on Monday ter¬ 
minating the current ordinary 
session of ParliamenL 

Until early this week. Mr 
Kabariti appeared to be well 
placed to keep his job and 
oversee the holding of the elec¬ 
tions. He was praised on sev¬ 
eral occasions by the King 
recently renewed his call on 
the prime minister to cany 



pressing economic and admin¬ 
istrative reforms. 

But in a strongly-worded let¬ 
ter. in which he accepted Mr 
Kabariii’s resignation, the King 
openly criticized the prime 
minister for not acting swiftly 


'i in deal with 
! the detcrio- 
j rating condi- 
| lions in 
j social wel¬ 
fare centers 
! in the King¬ 
dom and for 
failing t«i 
reform the 
civil service 
; and meet the 
new chal¬ 
lenges. The 
King admit¬ 
ted that the 
wording of 
his letter 
was a depar¬ 
ture from the 
norm that 
w’ils necessi¬ 
tated by Mr 
Kabariti s 
unusually 
long letter in 
which he 
defended his 
. — - record. 

Observers believe the killing 
by a Jordanian soldier of seven 
Israeli school girls in Baqoura 
last Thursday and the King's 
emotional visit to Israel earlier 
this week aimed at salvaging 
relations with the Jewish state 


may have pljycd a Jecisivc ■ 
rule in shaping the King's dcci- I 
>ion to sack Mr Kabariti’s 13- < 
month-old government. 

The King’s choice of Dr f 
Majali as prime minister was \ 
no less surprising. The 72- J 
year-old medical physician j 
formed his first government in j 
1993 and remained in orticc \ 
for 19 months until January 
1995. But most importantly is 
the fact that King Hussein 
handed Dr Majali the tough job 
»»f leading Jordan's delegation [ 
to the Madrid peace conference i 
in October 1991. Dr Majali j 
continued to head Jordan’s j 
negotiating team with the Israc- j 
lis until he was asked to form j 
his government. 1 

In his letter of appointment, j 
the King asked Dr Majali to ’ 
focus his efforts on dealing ; ISxw 
with domestic issues such an 
intlated and ineffective govern¬ 
ment bureaucracy, improving 
puhlic services and overseeing 
’ ihe holding of the general elec- 
■ lions. He also stressed the need 
to safeguard the achievements 
of ihe peace process, support 
ihe Palestinian people in their 
.struggle to achieve their 

Continued on page 2 
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Palestinians escalate protest as Israel 
breaks ground in Abu Ghneim 


Activists demand fair 
trial for Dakamseh 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Palestinians escalated their 
peaceful protests against 
Israel's decision to start con¬ 
struction work at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim Wednesday, but 
observers described the situa¬ 
tion as extremely tense and 
volatile. 

Bulldozers guarded by hun¬ 
dreds of heavily armed Israeli 
troops broke ground Tuesday 
for a new Jewish neighbor¬ 
hood in East Jerusalem, 
despite warnings that the 
action could provoke a violent 
Palestinian response and 
threaten the fragile peace 
process. 

Soon after four yellow 
earth-movers began to carve a 
new road in the disputed hill¬ 
side south of Jerusalem, there 
were reports of scattered Pal-, 
estinian protests, including 
scuffles between a small 
group of students and Israeli 
soldiers on an adjacent hill. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi¬ 
cials braced for the chance of 
more serious conflict in com- 





i j 


Israeli bulldozers arrive at Jabal.Abu Ghneim Tuesday amid high security measurers 


ing days. 

Palestinian leaders and dip¬ 
lomats here said Israel's deci¬ 
sion to proceed with the con¬ 


troversial housing project has 
pushed Middle East peace¬ 
making to its lowest point 
since deadly gun battles 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
JORDANIAN POPULAR 
t organizations are demanding a 
} fair and just trial for the JonJa- 
5 nian soldier who killed and 
\ wounded a number of Israeli 

(young girls last Thursday. The 
shooting took place when a Jor- 
| danian military driver seized his 
I comrade's M-I6 rifle and 
| opened fire at a group of Israeli 
j schoolgirls touring this scenic 
i border outpost, killing seven and 
) } wounding six before being over¬ 
powered by fellow soldiers. 

Witnesses said thru the eighth- 
grade girls, aged 13 and 14, were 
chattering and snapping photo- 
I graphs when the Jordanian sol- 
7 dier aimed the weapon at them 
! : from an adjacent military' obser- 
’ vat ion tower. 

| Amid shouts of “madman’' 
; from his fellow soldiers, the gun- 
.* man descended, firing, from the 
ugh security measurers ; tower. Residents of this nonhem 

i Jordan town offered blood and 
broke nut between Israelis 1 sympathy for the schoolgirls. 

and Palestinians in Septem- j ^ wounded were 

1 ! treated in a hospital near Al 

Continued on page 2 \ Shunna. 


The gunman was identified as 
Ahmed Mousa Dakamseh. 26, 
father of three. 

Dakamseh is a resident in 
Ebder village, about 88 kilome¬ 
ters north Amman. The village 
still keeps some signs of the 
Israeli heavy raids of Sky Hawk 
jet fighrerc during the I96S Jor- 
danian-lsraeli war. 

Little was known of his 
motives or affiliations, but a 
woman identified as his mother 
said that her son is '‘mentally 
ill". The partially paralyzed 
father, Mousa Dakamseh told 
news agencies that "Ahmad 
faced a road accident which later 
created psychological problems, 
he easily becomes disturbed and 
nervous.” Mr Dakamseh added 
“he used to be treated by psychi- 
atrisL and he takes sedatives.” 
However, the father, several 
family members and relatives 
confirmed that Ahmad is a 
”depoliticized person." But. the 
gunman's motives and state of 
mind are still unknown. 


Although no Jordanian con¬ 
doned die killing of the Israeli 
girls, the mood in the street is 
that the slaughter was related to 
the crisis in the peace process. 
Jordanians believe that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netan¬ 
yahu's insistence on building 
thousands of Jewish apartments 
in occupied Jerusalem has fueled 
Arab rage. Netanyahu inspired 
die killing, they charge. 

Sheikh Yousef Ahmad, a local 
elder, was quoted by Reuter as 
saying “Israel wanted domina¬ 
tion. not genuine peace with its 
neighbors." One youth said 
“Netanyahu's behavior has 
pushed this soldier to commit 
this act... this was bound to hap¬ 
pen. Israel has been encouraging 
this with the building of 
settlements." 

His Majesty King Hussein 
condemned the shooting as a 
"vile crime" Several Jordanian 
officials have also condemned 

Continued on page 2 


Jordanians believe peace 
process on the verge of collapse 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Stcff Writer 
THE SLAYING of seven 
Israeli schoolgirls by a Jorda¬ 
nian soldier Iasi week high¬ 
lighted what has become a sad 
truth here—that peace in the 
Middle East never quite lives 
up to people’s expectations. 

When Jordanians heard 
about the killing of the seven 
Israeli girls, the first reaction of 
many was to blame Israeli poli¬ 
cies for driving the region into 
"inevitable violence.” 

"The peace process is under¬ 
going a very serious setback, ll 
has reached a stalemate," said 
Ibrahim Izziden, a former min¬ 
ister. 'The Israeli government 
had stopped the process and 
this is nm at all an opinion 
which is carried by the Arabs 
only. 1 think the Europeans arc 
sharing ftis opinion, even the 


United Stales is feeling how 
difficult it is to carry on seeing 
things deteriorating to ihis 
cxlenL” 

His Majesty King Hussein 
flew to Israel on Sunday for a 
series of emotional visits to the 
berieved families, making a 
dramatic gesture of solidarity 
despite the growing tensions 
over Israeli settlements in Arab 
East Jeruslem. (See related story 
on page 2). 

The visit helped defuse 
recent tension straining Jorda- 
nian-Israeli relations. On ihe 
popular level the visit was 
described as “an outpour of 
sympathy.” 

The King's visit warmed ihe 
hearts of (he Israelis, bul did 
not change the decision of their 
government to stop its plan to 
build apparimcnLs on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. 


"I Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin] Netanyahu treated 
ihe gesture of ihe King with 
lotal disregard,” said Dr Labih 
Kamhawi. a pulilieal emnnien- 
laior. "The Israelis tried to 
make a propaganda bonanza 
oul iif ihis visit which they did 
and ol course ihis strengthened 
Netanyahu's intransigence." 

Observers believe ihe Pales¬ 
tinians never imagined that 
their 1093 peace accord with 
Israel would lead to repeated 
military closures and clamp- 
downs. enlarged Jewish settle¬ 
ments in the West Bank and a 
ban on travel to Jerusalem. 
They envisioned a Palestinian 
stale wilh East Jerusalem as its 
capital hut instead have islands 
of Palestinian rule and a 
shrinking fitoihold in the holy 
city. 

“There has been ureal deteri- 


>‘ration in the process which 
has been established since Oslo 
and which the Palestinians had 
accepted os the bare minimum 
to start ihe process." Izziden 
added. "With all this you ean 
see that Oslo itself has been 
revised and revised time and 
again to ,m extent that no Pal¬ 
estinian is finding any useful 
way to carry on the process." 

And now Palestinians face a 
new hurdle to peace. Israel has 
decided in go ahead with con¬ 
struction work on a Jewish 
neighborhood in the Palestin¬ 
ian area of southeastern Jerusa¬ 
lem. on a hill called Jabal Ahu 
Ghneim. 

Palestinians say that Israel’s 
unilateral decision lu build pre¬ 
empts “final status" negotia¬ 
tions un the fate of Jerusa¬ 
lem—une of the must sensitive 
issues in Israeli-Pjleslinian 


peacemaking. 

“The peace process depends 
on many factors and not only 
on Netanyahu." said Dr Kamel 
Abu Jaber. a former foreign 
minister. 

“First it depends on the Pal¬ 
estinians and their leadership, 
what they think and what they 
do and how they might react to 
the building settlement on 
mount Abu Ghneim and 
expanding other settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.” 

It also depends on the reac¬ 
tion of Jordan, which has been 
active in bringing about the 
resumption of negotiations 
between the Palestinians and 
Ihe Israelis. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Hdssan and outgoing Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti 
visited President Arafat in Gaza 
this week. 

“I think Lhe situation depends 
on the international commu¬ 
nity. The most important is the 
reaction of the United States. 
There is also the European 
Union and the United Nations 
and I think all of those factors 
must be considered when we 
talk about the future of the 
Continued on page 2 
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Israelis moved by 
King’s emotional trip 


AMMAN (Star)—His Majesty 
King Hussein flew to Israel on 
Sunday for a series of emo¬ 
tional visits with the families 
of seven schoolgirls slain by a 
Jordanian soldier, making a 
dramatic gesture of solidarity 
despite growing tensions over 
Israeli construction plans in 
disputed East Jerusalem. 

“I looked in his face and I 
saw that he was ashamed, and 
he had tears in his eyes, and be 
was honest,” said Miri Mein, 
whose daughter Yaela, 13, was 
one of seven eighth-grade 
Israeli girls who died Thursday 
on a class trip to a scenic over¬ 
look on the Jordanian border. 
*Tm not a young girl any 
more. I can see the truth in peo¬ 
ple’s eyes.” 

Visiting the family of Nurir 
Farihi, another of Thursday’s 
slain schoolgirls, her grandfa¬ 
ther awaited the King at the 
apartment door with a welcom¬ 
ing tray of braided bread and 
salt He then recited a special 
blessing for the King. 

King Hussein, replying in 
(he native- tongue of the 
Yemenite Jewish family, said 
in Arabic: “Your daughter is 
like my daughter, your loss is 
my loss. May God help you to 
bear your pain." 

At the home of Adi Malka, 
12. the King communicated 
with the slain girl's parents 
through a sign-language inter¬ 
preter. The parents, who are 
deaf, have said they lost their 
main link to the hearing world 
when they lost their daughter. 


“I want ray daughter back,” 
said Adi's weeping mother, 
who fainted at one pc&it during 
the visit. “We have peace, but I 
don’t have ray daughter 
anymore.” 

The King,-dressed in a dark 
business suit and a bright red 
kaffiyeh headdress, replied that 
be would devote the zest of his 
life to strengthening the peace 
process, in order to ensure that 
all children enjoy peace and 
security. 

Sunday's journey of recon¬ 
ciliation, in which the King 
allowed Netanyahu to guide 
him arm in arm from the touch¬ 
down of his royal jet to its 
departure 11 hours later, con¬ 
sciously aimed to repair rela¬ 
tions and heel wounds. The 
King also visited two girls, 
wounded in Thursday’s event, 
and Israeli President Ezer 
Wiezman at an Israeli hospital. 

Miri Meiri, the mother of 13- 
year-old Yaala, another victim, 
said the King, who was accom¬ 
panied by Their Royal High¬ 
nesses Prince Faisal and Prin¬ 
cess Aisha, asked her for 
forgiveness on behalf of his 
people. “He said he was very 
ashamed," Meiri said, adding 
that he had tears in his eyes as 
he spoke to her. 

Meiri said she asked King 
Hussein and Netanyahu to 
build a memorial on the site of 
the killing at Baqoura in Jor¬ 
dan, “so the blood of these 
seven girls would not be in 
vain." i 

Later, during the joint news 



conference with the Israeli 
leader. King Hussein said there 
are plans for a memorial, appar¬ 
ently including a recreational 
facility for children, at the site. 

The King was also accom¬ 
panied qn his visit by Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kaba- 
riti and Chairman of the Joint 
of Chiefs of Staff. Field Mar¬ 
shal Abdel Hafez Muri 
Kaabaneh. 

At a news conference held 


in West Jerusalem at the end 
of the visit the King affirmed 
that “relations between Jordan 
and Israel are on their normal 
track, and the right track.” 

And yet the principal 
underlying dispute appeared 
Sunday night to be entirely 
unresolved. Netanyahu, after 
many warm words about 
restoring “in doubtful minds 
the general belief in the possi¬ 
bility of human friendship,” 


announced that there will be 
no retreat In his plans to build 
a new Jewish neighborhood of 
6,300 apartments in histori¬ 
cally Arab East Jerusalem. 

That project was the central 
focus' of the King’s charge 
last week that Netanyahu is 
bent on maneuvering “our 
Palestinian brethren into inev¬ 
itable violent resistance” that 
could “bury the peace process 
for all times.” ■ 


Analysis 

End of the Kabariti era 


Continued from page 1 

himself and controlled his 
cabinet with an iron fist. Was 
he popular among his col¬ 
leagues? Some outgoing min¬ 
isters, with whom he clashed. , 
and occasionally bossed 
around, would argue against 
this. 

He was o first-class orator, 
improvising speeches before a 
divided Lower House and 
finally winning the day by 
wheeling and dealing things 
his way. His confidence was 
coupled by political shrewd¬ 
ness. He realized the impor¬ 
tance of the media and used it 
well, in spite of the clashes 
his government had with 
many weekly newspapers, Mr 
Kabariti maintained bridges 
of communications with 
young and aspiring editors. 

Mr Kabariti drew his 
strength from the weakness of 
others: namely a divided and 
weak opposition in Parlia¬ 
ment. He had 22 deputies in 
his cabinet and could always 
count on the support of cen¬ 
trist and pro-government dep¬ 
uties (he won the House's 
confidence with 57 votes in 



Kabariti 
his favor). 

His important achievements 
on the foreign policy front 
included restoring normal 
relations with Saudi Arabia 
and the rest of the Gulf coun¬ 
tries—with the exception of 
Kuwait. Even with Kuwait, he 
appeared to be making head¬ 
way. He maintained good 
contacts with the Egyptians, 
the Palestinians and the Israe¬ 
lis. But was unable to 
improve relations with Syria 
and in fact relations appeared 
to be reaching lower levels' in 


recent weeks. 

But he made mistakes. No 
one could understand the 
logic behind his strong attack 
against the Iraqi regime at a 
time when it appeared that 
Baghdad was making progress 
in efforts to get the major oil- 
, for-food deal approved and 
when political realities- in 
northern Iraq, and indeed in 
the Gulf basin, were changing 
in favor of the central 
government 

In the final days of his gov¬ 
ernment Mr Kabariti 
appeared to be losing the ini¬ 
tiative. The scandal of the 
state-run orphanages, new 
clashes with ministers and 
finally the Baquora incident 
have all put a dent in the Kab¬ 
ariti image. It is said that in 
the last few days Mr Kabariti 
knew of Royal messages sent 
to him from the media. The 
most important link to the 
Royal Court, through Chief of 
the Royal Court and personal 
friend of Kabariti Mr Awn 
Khasawneb, appeared to be 
have been lost. 

Mr Kabariti may have got 
wind of what was coming 
when his efforts to extend the 


life of the current Parliament 
by two more years, rather 
than holding fresh elections, 
were rebuffed. But more 
recently, Mr Kabariti knew 
his days at the Prime Ministry 
were numbered when the 
King appointed Mr Moham¬ 
mad Rasoui A! Kilani to head 
the special investigation into 
the Baquora incident. Mr A! 
Kilani was a special Royal 
Court advisor to the King 
until Mr Kabariti requested 
that he be sent into retirement 
as he was forming his 
government. 

On Tuesday, in the last 


Upper House session. Mr 
Kabariti delivered what is 
now considered was his fore¬ 
well speech. He sought one 
main topic, for which he 
wanted the country to remem¬ 
ber him by: mid that is his 
commitment to the demo¬ 
cratic process. He attacked 
those who speak of democ¬ 
racy but are unable to prac¬ 
tice it. His government, he 
said, did not engage in Slo¬ 
gans and speeches but went 
_ into details and sought to iink: 
~ people’s frights i with : - their 
responsibilities. 

'Again, the Kabariti style of 
-i delivering a message was 
omnipresent. His choice of 
tire theme of democracy was 
subtle and effective. In his 
lost public appearance, Mr 
Kabariti wanted to rise above 
the controversies of bis rule 
and walk out as a states¬ 
man—and be did. ■ 


Palestinians escalate 
protest as Israel breaks 
ground in Abu Ghneim 

Continued from page 1 
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Fly 

directly 

From 

Amman 

to over 
14 cities 
all over 
the World 


A new program is now available at your 
comfort. You can in OflG day and 

within few hours arrive at, Larnaca 
Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 
Damascus, Dubai, Frankfurt, London, 
Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich 
and Tel Aviv. 

In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 
over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival 
at Larnaca 8.15 a.m every Saturday and 
Wednesday. 

Departure from Larnaca 10.15 p.m. and 
arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Friday. 
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For more details; Please contact Cyprus 
Airways: Tel. 700264 Telefax 700115 or 
contact our Agent Petra for Tourism and 
Travel-Amman. Tel. 667028- Fax 681402 or 
your Travel Agent. 

Cyprus Airways 

Top Service, first class luxury,, 
businessmen class (Apollo) world-wide 
experience for 50 years. 


Feel at 
Home with 
Cyprus Airways 


ber.-Several said they feared 
die situation, perceived by 
both sides as a struggle for 
Jerusalem, could spiral out of 
control. 

“It is a black day for the 
peace process.” said Palestin¬ 
ian negotiator Saeb ErekaL 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu strongly 
defended the decision to 
launch construction, telling 
reporters the Jewish state has 
the right and the obligation to 
build in Jerusalem, despite foe 
risk of violence. 

“I will not sacrifice Jerusa¬ 
lem ... to rescind only for a 
moment terrorist threats.” he 
said. 

Netanyahu also accused 
Palestinian Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat of giving 
Palestinian militants foe go- 
ahead for violent attacks 


against Israel in response to 
the project, a statement flatly 
denied by Palestinian 
officials. 

The building plans, already 
condemned by the intema- 
. tional community, garnered, 
more criticism Tuesday. 

Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright in Washington 
noted that President Clinton 
has said publicly he wished. 
Israel had not opted for foe 
project. Albright called„ on 
both sides to return to foe bar¬ 
gaining table. 

Jordan also urged that foe 
construction be stopped and 
negotiations resume. Soon 
after foe bulldozers began to 
cut wide swaths into foe rocky 
hill, Arafat issued a state¬ 
ment. broadcast on local 
radio, asking Palestinians to 
refrain From violent confron¬ 
tations. ■ 



entering into a .residential lease with a 
Jordanian company or firm wishing to 
construct a bui!d-to-su‘rt Villa of 520.0 m 2 in 
gross area, on a parcel of land averaging 
2,000.0 m2 to be situated in Abdoun, Al-Dlyar 
or Al-Swaifiyah which will serve as the new 
Canadian Official Residence in Amman, 
Jordan. 

Interested parties are asked to contact the 
Canadian Embassy at the Pearl of Shmeisani 
Building (4th Floor ) Shmeisani, Amman 
between the hours of 10:0,0 and 15:00 to 
obtain a free copy of a briefing document 
explaining the basic requirements expected 
for the new Villa- 

Expressions of interest should be received 
at pe Canadian Embassy by no later than 
1 5f00 on the 27th day of March, 1997. 



New Cabinet members 

This Is a list of cabinet members in the new government: 

1- Dr Abdel Salam Majali, Prime Minister, Minfister of Defence. 

2- Abdallafa Nasonr, Deputy Prime Minister for Service Affairs, 
Minister of Administrative Development. 

3- Dr Jawad Anani, Deputy Prime Minister for Development, 
Minister of State for Prime Miidstzy Affairs. 

4- Riad Ai Shakaa, Minister of Justice. 

5- Dr Fayez Tarawneh, Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

6- Bassam Al Saket, Minister of Transport and Minister or 

rn mmnnifartows. 

7- Abdd Salam Al Abbadi, Minister of Awqaf. 


9- Tewfic Krrishan, Minis ter at Municipal, Rural Affairs and 
the Environment. 

10- Munfhir Al Masri, Minister of Education and Higher 
Education. 

U-Nasser Al Lawzi, Minister of Public Works and Housing. 

12- Saad Eddin Jama’, Minister of State for Prime. Ministry 
Affairs. • 

13- Natheer Irshid, Minister of Interior.-. 

14- Dr AShraf Kurd!, Minister of Health. 

15- Munthir WafldBitin, Minister of Water and Irrigation. 

16- Mohammad Saleh Hourani, Minister of Energy and Min¬ 
eral Resources. w _ 

17- Dr Warf Mulqi, Minister of Trade, Industry and Minister of 
Supply. 

18- Snlkman Ai Hafw, Minister of Finance.' 

19- Dr Qaseem Abu Ein, Minister of Tooth and Munster of 
Culture. 

20- Dr Saleh Al Khasawneb, Minister of Labor.. 

21- Mijfhim Prri^^i Minister of Agriculture. 

22- Mohammad lniair Mamsar, Minister of Soda! 
Development. 

23- Akel Belfoji, Minister of Tourism and Antiquities. 

24- Dr Samir Mutawa, Minister of State for Information 
Affairs. 

Majali forms new government 

Continued from page 1 

national goals and maintain coordination and cooperation with the 
Arab countries. 

Dr Majali, on his part, responded to foe King’s letter by promis¬ 
ing to strengthen the democratic process, to hold foe general elec¬ 
tions on their constitutional date, to improve social services, sup¬ 
port foe judicial system, encourage foreign investments, stamp 
government inefficiency, provide fix a national health insurance 
system and carry out foe programs of economic restructuring. 

Observers believe foe appointment of Dr Majali is an indicator 
of foe King's desire to push towards stronger ties with Israel. Dr 
Majali will be expected to take affirmative moves towards normal¬ 
ization with Israel. It also means that the so-called “old guards”, 
who had no place in Kabariti's government, are now making a 
strong come back. 

Dr Majali was not given ample time to compile his ministerial 
team, foe reason being foe King's planned visit to Europe on Fri¬ 
day. Since Parliament is in recess awaiting new elections, Dr 
Majali will not be Deeding deputies’ support or confidence vote. 
As far as the constitutional status of this government it will be 
considered as a transitional one responsible mainly for overseeing 
the holding of foe general elections, which could cake place as 
early as September. 

Dr Majati’s previous government was criticized for foiling to 
address domestic issues such as unemployment, poverty'and offi¬ 
cial corruption. But he ,was credited fas running a tolerant govern¬ 
ment especially in relation to the freedom of the press and 
strengthening democratic practices in foe Kingdom. 

In an exclusive interview with The Star one year ago. Dr Majali 
defended his record as prime minister and underlined his commit¬ 
ment to Jordan’s peace with Israel, which he helped engineer. He 
also talked’about Arab and Muslim rights in Jerusalem, codifying 
journalistic ethics and his belief that confederation between Jordan 
aSd a future Palestinian entity viiH materialize at one point. ■ 


Jordanians demand fan- 
trial for Dakamseh 


Continued from page 1 

the killing. (See related story on 
page2) 

However, further controver¬ 
sies swirled around foe immedi¬ 
ate Jordanian response at foe 
incident. Popular sectors in Jor¬ 
dan, launched a broad-based 
campaign to ensure that Dakam- 
sefa would receive a fair and pub¬ 
lic trial 

Last Monday, ami-riot police 
blocked about 130 activists, rep¬ 
resenting opposition deputies, 
professional associations, 
women activists, patties . and 
human rights organizations, from 
malting a solidarity visit to the 
soldier’s family in Ebdcr village. 

Mr Najlb AJ Rashdan. foe 
head of the Arab Organization 
for Human Rights, who led the 
activists said that “We cannot 
isolate, foe inridera from the 
ongoing atmosphere-." 

Opposition parties criticized 
the official reaction towards the 
incident describing as “too 
much." 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
released a statement saying that 
the “official stance does not rep¬ 
resent Jordanians.” 

Also the Lower House opposi¬ 
tion bloc released a statement 
calling cm the government to stop 
“criminalizing” the soldier 
before a fair and just trial. 

The government’s position 
“contravenes foe Conkitution 
and law which state that foe. 
accused is innocent until proven 
guilty,” the statement pointed 
out “Children must be protected, , 
no matter what their race, sex or 
religion, whether they are Jews, 
Muslims or Christians," the dep¬ 
uties added. “No Islamic rulings 
sanctions the lading of children,’’ 


but it occurred against foe back 
drop of extreme provocation by 
foe Israeli decision to build a 
Jewish oeigborbood on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) established a 13-lawyer 
committee to defend the soldier. 
Also the Jordanian Lawyers 
Association is setting up a volunr 
taiy campaign to recruit lawyers 
to join the defence committee •’ 

During his joint news confer¬ 
ence with die Israeli leader in 
West Jenisalem Sunday, King 
Hussein said there are plans to 
build a memorial including a rec¬ 
reational facility for children, on 
foe site. 

The shooting site is a popular 
destination for Israeli field trips 
and is known in Baqoura as foe 
“Island of Peace” because of its 
confluence between the Jordan 
and Yarmouk Rivers. 

Jordan regained sovereignly 
over Baquora as part of the Jor- 
danian-Hsraeli 1994 peace treaty, 
but it recognizes the property 
rights of the Ashdot Yaakov 
Kibbutz and granted it a 15-year 
lease which is renewable. 
Though Israelis may enter freely, 
with a minimum of paper w ork, 
the treaty forbids them “to carry 
weapons of any kind in the 
area.” 

The gunman was arrested at 
foe scene after fellow soldiers 
tatided him as he tried to change 
magazines. Currently he is being 
interrogated at foe General Intel¬ 
ligence Dept, (GID) in Amman 
The King appointed former GID 
director. Mohammad Rasoui Al 
KeOani to head foe investigation. 



The most prestigious bar in tdwnwas opened last week in 
the Middle East HoieL The Churchill Bar will provide you 
with a typically English atmosphere. The bar is offering a 
fun Quiz Night every Wednesday at 9 pm. h will be hosted 
by Riyal al Khouri and Meiri Twal and is guaranteed to 
set your brain to work/ ' 
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Jordanians 

believe 
peace 
process on 
the verge j 
of collapse 

Continued from page I j 
peace process." Dr Abu Jsiber 

added. , ! 

Despite warnings from 
security officials that construc¬ 
tion will provoke violence ajj, 
even, perhaps, a collapse of tWP 
peace process. Netanyahu s 
bulldozers started work at Alju 
Ghneim this week. i 

“He [Netanyahu] has set ras 
mind to do it. and unless the 
Americans and the world com¬ 
munity will move quickly |o 
stop foe Israeli government, foe 
whole area is going to be undtr 
great difficulty.” Izridcn added. 

However according to offi¬ 
cial sources, foe King's visit 
unveiled that the Israelis arc 
pinning their hopes on what 
they called a “compensatory 
package" to defuse Palestinian 
anger over the new construc¬ 
tion at Jabal Abu Ghneim. 

Netanyahu dispatched Maj 
Gen Shaul Mofaz to negotiate 
Sunday night with his Palestin¬ 
ian counterpart, Fayez Zeidah, 
over the airfield in southern 
Gaza Strip that Palestinians 
built nearly two years ago hpt 
Israel has not yet permitted 
them to use. Sources said 
Mofaz offered new concessions 
intended to allow Arafat to fly 
there in his personal plane 
soon. . ’ 

Arafat has called on his peo¬ 
ple not to resort to violence ai)d 
to protest peacefully. Nciap- 
yahu said the Palestinian leader 
has recently been letting top 
Hamas people out of jail. So for 
there is heightened tension in 
Jerusalem and in the West bank 
and Gaza. Israelis and Palestin¬ 
ians are bracing themselves for 
a massive outbreak of violence > 
This in the end will decide 
whether the peace process lives 
or not. U _ 

Broadway 
showtime 
comes to 
Forte Grand 

■ Duct from London’s thea- 
treland, the Forte Grand wQl 
present two foil length musi¬ 
cal shows with dinner on 21st 
& 22nd. The dinner/theatre 
shows sponsored by ANZ 
Grindlays Bank and British 
Airways, will feature a collec¬ 
tion of favourite songs from 
many of the hit Broadway 
musical productions. The. 
programme will indud-k' 
songs from South Padfic f 
Younger than springtime ), 
West Side Story ( Maria! ) 
and Oklahoma ( Oh! What a 
beautiful morning ) as well as 
extracts from the more recent 
favourites such as Cats, 
Phantom of the Opera and 
Les Miserable®. 

The talented cast have all 
appeared in West End musi¬ 
cal productions on London’s 
stage and have recently per¬ 
formed in Dubai to capadty 
audience with their “ Best of 
the West End “ musical show. 
Gall Mortley and Alison Jiear 
have both played principle 
roles in Les MLserables, 
Charles ShirveU has played 
principle role in Camdot, 
Carousel St Miss Saigon and 
Chris Howard in Evita, Cato 
and Les Miserables. Accom-U 
panied by David Carter, 
Musical Director, the whole 
evening trill be compered and 
directed by television actor 
Ian Liston. ■ 


Classifieds 


GATEWAY 2000 Colo 
Book2, 256 Color 8M 
Rain, 540 Mb HD, DX 
50Mhz, 4X CD-ROM, 3J 
Floppy, FaxModem, Ba 
Manual, Duties, JTD 195 
phone, 601448 
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JORDAN 


WEEK 



An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 



Prince Hassan 


Pnnce says judiciary is in danger 

B HRH Crown Prince Hassan says that judicial 
institutions must undergo a process of reform to ensure 
V 13 * V 16 judiciary remains independent In a letter to the 
Judicial Council, the 
Prince said that there 
was a need 10 remove a!! 
negative obstacles in the 
way of the development 
of the judiciary. In a 
speech at the 'Judicial 
College gi\en on his 
behalf by the then Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim 
Al Kahariti. Prince 
Hassan said that the 
Jordanian judiciary is 
going through ' a 
dangerous period that 
requires urgent 

attention. He said there 
was a need for a judicial 
review of all legal 

institutions to ensure ihat they remain independent ami not 
affected by favoritism, regionalism and religious and 
political intolerance. However, the Prince pointed out 
these are all diseases that would affect any institution. 
Prince Hasson’s speech was on the occasion of the 
graduation of would-be young lawyers from the Judicial 
College. 

Dumping waste! 

■ People are just beginning to realize that the Jordan 
River is being polluted thanks to Israel’s northern 
settlements. We are told that they have been dumping their 
sewerage and waste into the Jordan River. For a change, 
the Israelis have not denied such reports. During the last 
Jordan-1 srael Environment Committee meeting that took 
place in Amman this week, Israeli officials promised that 
they would now help to provide waste water treatment to 
purify the Jordan River. But how long has this been going 
on may we ask - . 1 , surely the Israeli government knew what 
their settlers were up to and should have acted much 
earlier. Water pollution could cause tremendous health 
problems for the population and it should in no way be 
played down. 

New era for Islamists at UJ 

■ The Islamist trend has one massively in the student 
elections held at ihe University of Jordan (UJ) earlier this 
week. This is the seventh consecutive win for the Islamists 
who now control the student councils of all UJ scientific 
and arts colleges. These include the departments of 
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, agriculture, engineering, 
Sharia, arts and the college of commerce. The Islamists’ 
landslide is being attributed to the fact that they are better 
organized than ail of the other political groups in the 
university. It is pointed out that their win does not have 
any political/rcligious overtones, but Islamists, as one 
might expect would strongly disagree. 

- -- - ■ . 
Electricity workers send message to 
King ■ The Electricity Workers Union (EWU) sent a 
letter recently to His Majesty King Hussein pleading the 
case of the electricity workers. The head of the EWU. 
Khaliefah Al Ma’aita said that the electricity workers were 
given the best incentives, during the reign of King Abdal¬ 
lah, however, these were taken away over the years. He 
said that the recent strike by the electricity workers was 
because of frustration over pay and low conditions. Al 
Ma’aita added that the management of the Electricity Co., 
is now trying to cancel the health insurance system and 
severance pay which gives workers the right to an annual 
salary of 56 months. 

Al Mithaq is given license 

■ We will have yet another one on the newsstands. Hon¬ 
estly. how much more can we take. However, this is a 
democracy, and people can do what they like. Well 
almost all! This week the government has given its bless¬ 
ing to one more weekly newspaper. At MUhoq is a politi¬ 
cal weekly that hopes to give everything that is new in 
Jordanian politics. However, we have to wait and see to 
judge the real content. 

Amin becomes Secretary General of 
Information Ministry 

■ Mohammad Amin, the 
Direcior'Gcneral of the Press 
and Publications Dept., has 
been officially appointed as the 
new secretary general of the 
Ministry of Information. This 
is one of the last acts of the 
Kabariti government. The Press 
and Publications Department of 
the Ministry of Information is 
now vacant, but it is anybody s 
guess as to who will occupy 
the post. 

Delegation refused entry to Ebder 

■ 1 'IffoO-man delegation of lawyers, trade unions and 
ooihicaiaoivists were refused entry into the Ebder village 
ilflrhid tosee the family of Ahmed Al Dakarnseh the man 
c£ Ven Israeli girls last Thursday. The delegauon. 
fSSdtTSiow support for the family of the 
W V \vas stopped by police officers five ktiometers 
soldier, j included newly-re-elecled President of 

from the r^ywers Association, Hussein Mjalli and 
the head of the Arab Human Rights 
Najecb * * confirmed that a number of lawyers 

^f^'hmteered J to defend Al Dakarnseh. The police told 
had vohiniee to^ delegation, that he alone. 

A1 allowed to see the famV .b« Al Rashjn 

would oc tha . ^ purpose of the visit was to send a 

refused saying He underlined that while 

message of suppon ro^ ? innocent children, 
* to this He said 

hOWeV a^nSon on the Arab nation continues till this day. 



Amin 



Row brews in JWA over 
attendance to Birzeit conference 


Star Staff Writer 

Cultural normalization may 
now be a quaint old phrase. 
Yet for many, it is still alive, 
well and kicking. "We don't 
want to normalize,” is a fre¬ 
quent statement that is echoed 
by many Jordanian writers. 

Indeed, trouble could once 
again be brewing in the Jor¬ 
dan Writers Association 
fJWA) over die very mecha¬ 
nism of normalization. The 
subject being whether or not 
to attend the First Palestinian 
Book Conference that is held 
in Birzeit. Ramaltah, between 
22 till 26 March. 

Whilst in their last meeting, 
(he JWA took a vote nor to 
attend ihe conference on the 
ground thai it would pave the 
way for cultural normalization 
with Israel, other writer’s arc 
having second thoughts and 
arc actively thinking of 


attending the five-day event. 
If they du then this would be 
an unprecedented milestone. 

What is even more surpris¬ 
ing however, is that the Gen¬ 
eral Secretary of the JWA. 
Ibrahim Al Abussi. who days 
earlier condemned the confer¬ 
ence later said that he would 
he attending in his personal 
capacity. This has created 
what can only be termed as a 
flurry of turbulent activity 
among the writer’s body, the 
majority of whom siond 
against any form of com acts 
at least on the official level. 

This is on the ground that it 
would create a wedge on the 
anti-normal i/aiian front in 
Jordan and the Arab world. 

But this is not how it is 
seen on ihe other side of the 
river. The General Union of 
Palestinian Writers (GUPWi. 
who are the organizers of the 


conference think otherwise. 
GUPW officials believe that 
such Jordanian and Arab 
attendance would help to 
ameliorate the isolation that 
Palestinian writers in the 
Occupied Territories feel. 
They say that it would re¬ 
establish a vital bridge 
between Palestinian writers 
and their Arab counterparts. 

PWA secretary lzzai Gha- 
zawj admitted that the confer¬ 
ence is aimed at the "forma¬ 
tion of a moderate cultural 
dialogue" where intellectuals 
can air their different point of 
views. 

But it seems that Arab 
intellectuals and writers are 
in nu mood io listen. They 
say that their attendance 
would only mean the thin end 
of the wedge. The wall of 
jmi-normalization that have 
been built in ihe Arab world 


and remained surprisingly 
strong up till now could start 
to crumble. 

Such attendance they argue 
would give credence to Israeli 
policies of occupation. As 
always, die first line of 
defence was from Egyptian 
writers who rejected out of 
hand participation in the 
venue. 

Again (heir feeling, like the 
majority of their Jordanian 
colleagues was that it would 
open the way for cultural nor¬ 
malization with Israel. 

Egyptian intellectuals have 
long' refused to normalize 
with Israel despite the Camp 
David Agreement of 1978. 
This state of affairs continues 
today across the Arab world 
with many Arab intellectuals 
refusing to have any contact 
with their Israeli 

counterparts. 


Attendance to the confer¬ 
ence is also rejected by the 
General Union of Arab Writ¬ 
ers (JUAW) and intellectuals 
who in a strongly-worded 
statement issued earlier this 
week said that the invitation 
to attend would be accepting 
Israeli occupation of the Pal¬ 
estinian territories that were 
taken in 1967. 

The Birzeit conference 
titled “a Modern View for a 
Modem Period" was care¬ 
fully chosen to reflect the 
change of the times. How¬ 
ever, this is seen as on insult 
in the light of Israeli intran¬ 
sigence and extremism in the 
peace process. Writers are 
arguing that nothing is 
changing, but on the con¬ 
trary, the policies of Likud 
Prime .Minister. Benjamin 
Netanyhu are very extremist 
to say the least. 


Fukhari Qawnr. general 
secretary of ihe JWA. told 
The Star that there must he a 
strong stand against cultural 
normalization and this is 
what uc expect from the Pal¬ 
estinian Writers' Union. He 
said that attending the Bir¬ 
zeit conference would be 
like going to Israel, 

Arab writers see them¬ 
selves as holding iiie fort in 
the light of what they see as 
weakness in Arab stand. 
The majority argue that 

such attendance would help 
mjintain the Israel status 
quo in the Occupied 
Territories. 

However, while there is a 

strong stand against normal¬ 
ization. certain cracks are 
likely to develop in the long 
run. Jamal Kaji. a Jordanian 
author, has already said that 
he would be attending, but 
literary critic Fakhri Saleh, 
who was to give a paper to 
the conference, has been 
denied entry into the West 

Bank by the Israeli 

authorities. 

This is really a twist in 
the tail. His denial is being 

seen by the anti- 

normalizaiion lobby as a 
vindication of their views 
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comprehensive, face to face advice and assistance on local and global banking matters 
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Israel’s tragedy is to 
have a sound-bite leader 


by 

Khairi 


Our Say. . . 


Tough agenda for Majali 

thf RESIGNATION of Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti's government and 
THE REMGNA 11 U 1 o his second government in less 

'“ntallonaf rigurf^his pressor*but he would still need to address major 

domestic and foreign affaire issues. . h genomic re- 

On the domestic front. Dr Majali will ne^i to pre^anea To ^ 

forms, started long ago by P rev, °[J s 5J17, nee Q f 'administrative reforms seriously, 
end. Dr Majali will need to take the challengeof adnumsttau ^ 

The King has expressed his for all. Since Mr 

called on the government to addre ^ “ wleg[y t0 deal with this challenge, 
Kabariti did not have the time to formulate a strategy to a j 

the onus will now fall on Dr Ma J al * ® * h °“^nuld mean a change in their economic 
For Jordanians a change in govemme= have bfien CO mplaining of an eco- 

conditions. For over two years now. living and additional hardship 

nomic slowdown coupled with a nse m *e cost ot Irnng an ^ ^ rf 

for those with low and that people began 

promising people too much. It - c nfTiuee foreign investments and 

talking of the fruits of peace translated n temsof h 2 J Qns was slow and 

active «P°j; s th f^ he D P^i° s f go ve m ment was blamed for building too many 
variation, economic liberalization broaden ef- 

On the foreign policy Iron.,,' h f*-. “ndnue^ » face political chal- 
forts to normalize relations with‘Israel. ®“ 10 U lhe peace process. In that sense, 
lenaes posed by the current Israe g headed Jordan's peace delegation. 

Dr Majali s «" *■ P— P™“ SS 

will be put to use. Jordan will conunue to pwy J lhrcals lQ its existe nce. 

especially as this process is, Hl ohness Crown Prince Hassan’s visit to 
The Kins s visit to Israel and His Roy a * t stand by the Palestinians es- 

pSy'wfundamental issues such as Jerusalem and ex¬ 
panding Jewish settlements. . .. ... ta i. e steps t0 rebuild economic 

bSTSiW XSSSKSSii « » 

all. Dr Majali will have a tough task ahead. 


By John Casey 

THE BRITISH archbishop of 
Canterbury's speech m sup¬ 
port of a Palestinian state was 
timely. Whatever his other 
faults. Archbishop Carey has 
shown both courage and bal¬ 
ance in his dealings with the 
Middle East. 

A year ago he spoke in me 
capital of Sudan in opposition 
to the Sudanese government s 
persecution of Christians, es¬ 
pecially in the south of the 
country. 

Now he has spoken against 
the almost unbelievably frivo¬ 
lous attitude of Israel s Ne¬ 
tanyahu government towards 
the peace process and Pales¬ 
tinian rights, and for a Jerusa¬ 
lem of “two peoples, three 
faiths." 

We can more and more see 
what a tragedy was the mur¬ 
der of Yitzhak Rabin and the 
election of the Likud govern¬ 
ment in Israel. 

Mr Rabin's successor. 
Shimon Peres, was never ful¬ 
ly trusted to watch over Israe¬ 
li interests when making 
peace with the Arabs. 

Yet Mr Peres's brand ol 


idealism went down very 
well in the Arab world It 
was a sort of guarantee that 
his neighbors were not de¬ 
feated .suppliants. 

We mav deplore, in a hard- 
headed way. that the Arabs 
think of politics in such emo¬ 
tional and personal terms. 
But ihey do: and so. prob- 
abl\. do most of us. At least 
when Mr Netanyahu came to 
power, there was the possibil¬ 
ity that he would bring with 
him an intelligent realpotiiiK 
which would in the end go in 
the same direction that Mr 
Rabin himself had been tak- 

ine. . .. ... 

Mcnachem Begin himseit 
was driven by political reali- 
in to the Camp David agree¬ 
ments _ 

Instead, we find a superfi¬ 
cial man entirely addicted to 
Miund-hite polities in no bel¬ 
ter style than a second-rate 
American congressman. 

Above ail. Mr Netanyahu 
seems unable to comprehend 
how his policies will be seen 
outside the circle ot his cro¬ 
nies and hard-core support¬ 
ers. . 

He seems to have been 


genuinely 
amazed that 
the opening of 
a tunnel near 
the Temple 
Mount and the 
old City of J e - 
rusalem should 
have led to ri¬ 
ots in which 
lives were Iosl 
After all. it 
was only a tun¬ 
nel. and useful 
f or tourism. 
Yet how could 
the interests of 
tourism take 
precedence 

over the need 
to be sensitive 
to Muslim sus¬ 
picions over 
any conceiva¬ 
ble encroach¬ 
ment on two of 
their three 
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most holy shrines? 

Now. the Netanyahu gov¬ 
ernment is pressing forward 
with large Jewish housing de¬ 
velopments in Arab east Jeru¬ 
salem. To the Palestinians, 
the object is plain; to encircle 
them and make them a not 
significant 
minority within 
what they regard 
as their own cap¬ 
ital. 

Two things 
are plain. The 
first is that a Pal¬ 
estinian slate, 
friendly to Israel 
and its other 
neighbors, is the 
only conceivable 
rational outcome 
to the peace pro¬ 
cess. The second 
is that the Israeli 
government's in¬ 
sistence that Je¬ 
rusalem must be 
the eternal and 
undivided Israeli 
capital is incom¬ 
patible with final 
peace. 

Most thought¬ 
ful Israelis ac¬ 
cept the first 
point but have 

understandable 
emotional diffi¬ 
culties' with the 
second. 

Yet. a com¬ 
promise about 
the status of Je¬ 
rusalem is essen¬ 
tial: Jews. Chris¬ 
tians and 

Muslims all have 
historical claims 
in the city. 

Muslims origi¬ 
nally prayed in 
the direction of 
Jerusalem and it 
was a Muslim 


more than 1.000 


city for 

"Christians have no political 
claim on the city, but it is ob¬ 
viously the most sacred 
shrine of the Christian faith 
as the scene of the death arnd 
resurrection of Christ. This 
continued building of settle¬ 
ments simply aim to ignore 
these claims and sensitivities. 

YeL it is completely unnec¬ 
essary... Already religious 
jews with a high birth-rate 
are transforming the city from 
a largely secular into a 
strongly religious place, so 
much so that many secular 
Jews are moving to Tel Aviv. 

Mr Netanyahu must know- 
all this, yet he seems to be a 
prisoner of extreme factions 
within his own government. 

Whatever he wishes, he 
cannot actually stop the peace 
process, to which the vast ma¬ 
jority of Israelis are commit¬ 
ted. But he can continue to 
make impulsive or take op¬ 
portunities. decisions which 
will make life extremely dif¬ 
ficult for the Arab friends of 
peace in the Middle East. 

We should ponder what 
could have led King Hussein 
of Jordan to denounce Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu so passionately, to 
say' “l have not a trace of 
trust in you." 

The King was the one Arab 
leader to go give Mr Netanya¬ 
hu his trust after he defeated 
Mr Peres. He has been a ra¬ 
tional friend of Israel. 

This is a time for states¬ 
manship. It is immensely sad 
that the present leader of Is¬ 
rael is no statesman. ■ 


The author, who is a fel¬ 
low of Coitus College Cam¬ 
bridge, contributed this arti¬ 
cle to the London-based 
Evening Standard 


- My problem. Doctor, is that everyone is after me. 


Letters to the Editor 


To Ahmad Dakamseh 

To The Editor. 


I think you 
are passing 
through the 
trauma of 
your life! I am 
not entitled to 
condemn you 
as a criminal; 
nor can I hail 
you as a 
hero.-! 

It is very 
sad to look 
through 



I hereby join those who wish you wdl 
be heard in a fair trial, and in line with 
your basic constitutional rights. 

Sincerely, 

Nadia Takriti Kamal 

Amman 


Sincerely, 


Lubna Abu Hammad 
Amman 


UiniUEU unr 

factors that lead the young man you are, 
the father and husband on the one hand, 
and the soldier entrust^ to maintain »■ 
curity on the other; to the state of mind 
that rationalized your decision. 

One can’t help but wonder whether 
vmi ever had the opportunity to speak 
out on your own perception of peat*; 
the current peace process whose impli¬ 
cations it seems you did not apprecrate- 
.JFrom where you stood it looks like the 
most obvious outcome is normalization 
of relations which is translated «nto free¬ 
dom of Israelis from all walks °r We to 
visit Jordan while they still hold Al Aqsa 
Mosque hostage, while they stiU confrol 
the fate and homeland of the Paleston- 
ians and adamantly occupy the Golan 

and sooth of Lebanon! 

One should wonder whether you had 
any doubts about Israeli transcendence 
which ransacked all the fruits of peace; 
doubts shared by many who feel so help¬ 
less as human beings with a right to dis¬ 
agree and be heard without being jeop¬ 
ardized! , , 

Yet, how could you gather that an ac¬ 
tion of despair is the only outlet you had 
to send your message out and loud? 

What is it yoo hoped to achieve to 
your country and fellow citizens! What 
is it you wanted to leave to your three 
youngsters? 

These queries and many more, are 
.put forward by people who assume they 
are mature mid more knowledgeable 
Ithan you are! or people who think that 
enough dialogue is taking place and be¬ 
lieve that information is proliferating 
with transparency to all those concerned 
enough to create clarity of virion and 
consensus based on educated convic¬ 
tions. 


No to women’s quota! 

To The Editor, 

When talking about women’s quota, 
and before we agree or disagree, I sug¬ 
gest certain points be taken into consid¬ 
eration. . 

First, if women’s rights supporters 

and defenders say that women should 
have a quota in Parliament, then 
they’re either saying that women are a 
minority just like ethnic and tnbal mi¬ 
norities, or that women should ‘com¬ 
pulsory” be in parliament jost because 
they’re women. That is they re offering 
a point of view based on sexual discrim¬ 
ination. Either way, there’s asujutaiip 
tial contradiction! After all, what s the 
0 r use of electing a woman (just Tor be- 
inga woman) while she doesn't actually 

^Serand^hy should we reduce our 
right of candidacy to a limited number 
of seats when we can go for all? And, 
do we have the right to do that. 

Third, some say that the quote 
should be approved on MOCUT ta- 
sis, to help women overcome their fear 
of^elections! Toujan Faisal once said 
that a parliamentarian should have ui- 
Urtdia* strong personality and cou¬ 
rage. Yet, if women refrain from Par¬ 
ticipating in fear of Iosin 8 ^ batUe ' 

ieS whit about the battles they have 

ta on temporary basis know 
en 's quota ten’t much of a good idea 
that’s why they don’t want it to last. 

aVSSJri -e that it’s about time 

we realize that what’s based on noUity 
is null— So we’d better took to-a cor¬ 
rect basis and a solid ground to build 

U nially, it’s my belief that we should 
work more on activating all or our 
ri Tts. Because when we are to do 
something, we must not oniy do it- 
But we must also do it ngnt- 


An embarrassing Web 
Site 


To the Editor: 

As a Jordanian who is a PhD candidate 
at the University oT Texas at Arlington, I 
usually try to take the opportunity to 
show my American colleagues the sophis¬ 
ticated and modern technical and com¬ 
munication facilities and institutions 
available in Jordan. 

This helps overcome the negative stere¬ 
otypes of our country. Unfortunately, I 
find myself embarrassed for my country 
when none other than my very own gov¬ 
ernment's news agency (Petra) Web Site 
contains not only dull and unimaginative 
graphics but consistent misspellings and 
grammatical errors in E nglish that a re¬ 
spectable news outfit would be ashamed 
to produce. 

While I could die particular examples, 

I would merely invite the reader to 
“surf" or explore the rite on a random 
basis. I ran guarantee that a careful 
reader will find errors of style and sub¬ 
stance on a daily basis. How can this be 
in a country where English is widely 
spoken and studied? It is almost oar sec¬ 
ond language. 

Instead of admiration, Am erican 
friends, many of whom were impressed 
by the rites on Jordan and its media, ac¬ 
tually laughed at some of the text and one 
offered jokingly his services as an editor. 

Really, must we introduce ourselves to 
the world in a manner which reinforces 
the ridiculous stereotypes of Jor dani ans 
and Arabs? I would imagine that better 
is possible and would hope that our good 
public servants would turn their efforts 
to putting forth an image of Jordan that 
is as noble as the country actually is. 

As we proceed further into democracy 
and prosperity under His Majesty King 
Hussein, let’s let the quality of our public 
performance match the quality of our 
public hopes. 


Sincerely, 


Basem Essa Al Aloum 
AlatomES@msn.com 
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indifference, - bore 

is after all the 
East." One has to ' 

on this stmemem 
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in a framework of a eon- 
tinuous dialogue 
partnera and. protagonists^ 

^The* 8 above mention^ <; 
remark was the final state- ; . 
meat in a conversation • 

I a ted to the recent cnmfi 
committed by n memberof 
ihe Jordanian armed tore-.r 
« It is a vicious violent | 
act, that shook Jordanian 
emotions and stunned our 
imagination, without find¬ 
ing an answer to this mex-/ 

olicable bestiality. 

The killing of seven 
young girls and wounding- 
many others, because of 
being Israelis, immediately 
took another dimension 
outside, the human context 
of this tragedy- Emotions 
were flowing high regard¬ 
ing peace between Jordan 
and Israel, and a sense of 
“this is the Middle East 
started to he flung around 
with helplessness, impos- 
ing their heavy presence 
on both sides of the tot- 
der. It is admittedly fiffi- p - 
cuH to provide a rational, 
when senselessness pnx.; 
vails with disastrous con¬ 
sequences. Nevertheless, 
among the terrible scenes 
of bullet cartridges, and 
blood stains, the triumph 
of humanism and coopera¬ 
tion emerged to save die 
lives of the innocent vi& ,Tt. % \ 
tims of this atrocity. = l»‘ 

In the heat of the mo¬ 
ment. and when statements-; 
were made for political ef¬ 
fect, ordinary Jordanians 
in the area were rushing to 
provide help in transfwit-; 
ing the wounded to Jorda^. 
nian hospitals, they were- 
taking turns to donate 
blood to the victims, and 
were providing comfort 
and solace at ail time. But 
unfortunately, humanitari¬ 
an aspects play second fid¬ 
dle to political considera¬ 
tions in a region often 
portrayed by the interna¬ 
tional media as endlessly . ,. , 

troublesome, and only de- I 4 

serve coverage when it is I T- * 
related to political monger- 
ing, and terrorism. 

Ordinary Jordanians 
flocked to fulfill their hu¬ 
man obligation, not think¬ 
ing of saving peace but 
rather saving the lives of 
neighbors they have grown 
accustomed to befriend.. 

Members of the armed 
forces, rushed to appre¬ 
hend the criminal in uni¬ 
form, to save more lives, 
and show bluntly that the 
uniformed individual is 
not one of them, and can 
never be considered as a • 
member of an army that 
has shown honor and cou¬ 
rage in war and in peace. 

The tragic loss of innocent; 
lives, has effected both so¬ 
cieties, Israeli and Jordani¬ 
an. But the humanitarian 
message that emerged out 
of this disaster is the real 
content of peace, and 
peace building efforts be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel. 

Each time an incident 
occurs across the border— 
though one does not.wish-, 
to diminish the effect of -' 
this tragedy—the whole is-_ 
sue of peace is^ put into 
question, and various theo-- 
ries and counter¬ 
productive suggestions' 
start floating around. Evi-. 
dently, inter-state issues; 
need to be discussed in a 
continuous manner. Also 
interaction is necessary for 
peace, at all levels, for the.: 

Jordanian-israeli _ . pe?^ 
agreement has wider 
pti cations for stability of- 
the whole region than be¬ 
ing just a matter of a bilat¬ 
eral issue. 

U is still possible io en-.; 
large what can be termed 
as crisis networking to 
avoid recriminations and. 
defuse any potential 1 -seri¬ 
ous threat to all the efforte 
to peace-building, 
stretch our imagination !#; 
develop scenarios- for rec- •• 
onriliaiion. . . ■ • 

As for the intematicwtai 
community, it i& most: im¬ 
portant to stretch its P^n, 
imagination as well to. in¬ 
clude in its frame of maw* 
democracy . and modera^. 
tion, rather than tbedicmm 
of oil and security. “ 
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Business 

scene 


■ Jordanian and Gulf 
businessmen ore study¬ 
ing feasibility of launch¬ 
ing a touristic invest¬ 
ment projects in Jordan 
at an estimated cost of 
JD 50 million. 

The Jordanian-Gulf 
Joint Group seeks to 
make this touristic 
enterprise one of a kind 
in the region. This pro¬ 
ject which covers an 
average of 50.000 
square meters on 
includes playgrounds, 
restaurants and enter¬ 
tainment halls. Its initial 
costs are about JD 3.5 
million. There is also 
another project which 
involves houses swim¬ 
ming pools, and i ilia* to 
be builr along the Dead 
Sea covering 61,000 
square metres at initial 
costs of JD 10 million. 


■ The draft securities 
law is expected to be 
approved by the govern¬ 
ment soon and issued 
temporarily to meet all 
requirements concern¬ 
ing attracting foreign 
investments. According 
to this law, the mini¬ 
mum ratio of subscribed 
capital for public share¬ 
holding companies will 
be reduced to JD 
100.000 and these com¬ 
panies are obliged to 
pay their capital in one 
installment. The found¬ 
ers of companies arc 
also permitted to own 
75% of the capital (this 
was not allowed before). 

Such a law cuts red 
tape. Companies would 
be able to register in 
front of a lawyer and 
not through the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry as 
is currently the case. 

To maintain stability 
in companies perfor¬ 
mance the number of 
directors in a company 
with limited liability is 
increased from 2-5 per¬ 
son to 2-7 persons and 
their term is extended 
from two to four years. 


■ The Jordan Invest¬ 
ment Corp.. invited 80 
local. Arab and Interna¬ 
tional specialized com¬ 
panies to submit offers 
for the management and 
investment in the Maeen 
Touristic Resort. 

These concerns are 
being asked to spend 
about $5 million to 
develop and expand the 
resort and supply it with 
modernized equipment 
to meet similar systems 
in international resorts. 

March 25 was fixed 
as the final date for 
receiving offers of com¬ 
panies. Until now IP 
concerns submitted 
offers. Final agreement 
in this regard is 


expected to be 
eluded by next 


con- 

June. 
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Jordan -Saudi Arabia relations could be 
nucleus for a pan-Arab economic bloc 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Siaff Writer 


WITH THE aim of establish¬ 
ing sound economic co¬ 
operation among Arab states. 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia are 
paying intensive efforts to bol¬ 
ster pan-Arab ties in ail fields 
and make the Arab dream of 
economic unity comes true. 

In its latest meeting, the 
Economic and Social Council 
of the Arab League approved 
establishing an Arab Free 
Trade Zone to facilitate inter- 
Arab trade exchange. A pro¬ 
gram was set up to curry out 
this agreement and reduce cus¬ 
toms fees and charges by IQ 
percent over 10 years. 

However. Minister of Trade 
and industry. Alt Abul Raghch 
said that Arab countries cun 
take the initiative and work to 
finalize bilateral agreements 
and achieve mure openness 
and co-ordination on :i smaller 
scale as an initial step. 

Last Sunday, a meeting was 
convened at the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
between the Jordanian and 
Saudi economic businessmen 
who arc doing their utmost to 
boost levels ’of co-operation 
and trade exchange between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 

This is the lime that the pri¬ 
vate sector undertakes the lull 
responsibility to have a deci¬ 
sive role in enhancing formal 
protocol and trade deals 
between countries. 

At the opening of the first 
Expo for Saudi products in 
Amman last Saturday. Prime 
minister Abdul Karim Kaboriti 
described Jordanian-Saudi 
relations as excellent and 
stressed that Saudi Arabia has 
a major role in making inter- 
Arab economic and commer¬ 
cial ties as the basis for greater 
economic integration. 

About 70 Saudi companies 
arc laking part in the Expo, 
displaying their highly com¬ 


petitive and standardized 
products. 

According to the Jordanian- 
Saudi trade protocol 1(10 com¬ 
modities are exempted irom 
customs tariffs between the 
two countries. 

While (he volume of inter- 
Arab trade exchange does not 
exceed eight percent, the bur¬ 
den lies on the private sector 
to strengthen greater tics, bilat¬ 
eral exhibitions and more eco¬ 
nomic openness. These issues 
arc now given special impor¬ 
tance in view of the global 
strategy to establish interna¬ 
tional free /ones and meet the 
require piculs for economic lib¬ 
eralization to join the World 
Trade Organization t WTO). 

Abul Kugheh stressed thul 
the Arab investment climate 
has never been as mature and 
convenient as today. Many 
Arab industrial products are 
witnessing noticeable develop¬ 
ment by utilizing high technol¬ 
ogy Unit has become a measure 
to monitor high quality accord¬ 
ing to international standards 
and specifications. 

The trade exchange between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia has 
shut up lust year as Jordanian 
exports to Saudi Arabia rose 
from JD 7.U3 million in 1 c, 95 
to JD ! 13.4 million. 

The size of the trade 
exchange between them 

reached JD 200 million in 
1996. 

This indicates that Saudi 
Arabia has become a major 
trade partner with Jordan. 

Jordanian imports from 
Saudi Arabia were JD 83.5 
million in 1996. 

Jordanian exports to Saudi 
Arabia in the 1992-1993 
period hovered at an annual 
ratio of JD 70-80 million, 
while our imports were 
between JD 39-91 million. 

The Saudi Minister of 
Industry and Electricity. Dr 
Hashem Al Yamani said he 
appreciated the role of the Jor- 




Trade Minister Abul Ragfieb with Saudi Electricity Minister Al Yamani in a meeting at 
Amman ’s Chamber of Commerce 


daniun government in support¬ 
ing and encouraging the first 
Saudi trade exhibition in 
Amman. 

The 40-member Saudi dele¬ 
gation showed much concern 
in setting up a long term trade 
partnership that serves the 
interests of both countries. 

AI Yamani described the 
Expo “Made in Saudi Arabia" 
as a step on the track to boost 
economic and commercial ties 
between Jordanian and Saudi 
businessmen, increase the size 
of trade exchange and promote 
Saudi products in Jordan. 

He also welcomed organiz¬ 
ing exhibitions lor Jordanian 
products in Saudi Arabia and 
stressed his country’s full sup¬ 
port for such activities. 

Al Yamani stated that “we 
arc seeking a real partnership 


with Jordan, os we can work 
together to reach the Palestin¬ 
ian market. 

The chairman of the Federa¬ 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Trade and Industry. Haidar 
Murad said the Saudi visit was 
specially significant because il 
constitutes the first step to 
revive a joint Arab effort to 
build an Arab economic bloc 
based on integration in 
resources and co-ordination to 
meet global challenges. 

The chairman of" the Saudi 
Council for Chambers of 
Trade and industry. Hamad 
Bin Abdullah Al Zamel 
pointed out that the meeting of 
Saudi businessmen and inves¬ 
tors with their Jordanian coun¬ 
terparts bridges means of co¬ 
operation between the two 
countries. 


He continued to say that 
holding exhibitions in Arab 
countries is a way to promote 
.Arab products and enable con¬ 
sumers to be acquainted with 
the high quality of these prod¬ 
ucts. Such co-ordination is 
considered as a must in this 
critical situation that is influ¬ 
enced by economic, regional 
and world-wide developments 
affecting the course of devel¬ 
opment and investment in the 
Arab World. 

Economic performance in 
Saudi Arabia has been distin¬ 
guished by growth and expan¬ 
sion in ai! productive fields. 
Reports estimate an 8.6 per¬ 
cent growth in Gross domestic 
product (GDPl in 1996 com¬ 
pared with only 4.3 percent in 
1995- ■ 


Small projects provide solutions 
for poverty and unemployment 


SINCE 1989 Jordan embarked on removing economic distor¬ 
tions that emerged in the late 1980s. The’level of economic 
reform created a balance between government resources and 
expenditure both in local and foreign currency. The budget 
deficit was controlled and the balance of payment deficit was 
the same as it is in industrial countries. Inflation also 
decreased and the dinar maintained its strength. 

However, any successful economic development should 
eliminate poverty, reduce unemployment and improve living 
standards. This requires economic stability for population 
needs and job creation to increase productivity. 

Under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Hassan. the first 
Jordanian Conference lo Finance small-sized projects opened 
last week. It is sponsored by the UN Development Program, 
the United Slates Development Agency, the International 
Finance Corporation, an affiliated of the World Bank and the 
European Union. 

The event was aimed at financing small-sized projects 
through government banks. NGOs and other financiers. The 
object is to find ways to secure funds to help ordinary people 
set up small-scale projects. 

Deputizing for Prince Hassan was Central Bank of Jordan 
Deputy Governor. Dr Michael Mario. He said it is vital to find 
a successful strategy to create jobs for the needy in society. 

This strategy of funding small-sized projects proved suc¬ 
cessful in developed and developing countries. 

Since the early 1970s industrial countries realized the 
importance of such projects for their economies to create jobs 
and raise saving and investments and exploit domestic raw 
materials. 

In Jordan, such projects are the basis for development due 
to the size of the local market and the lack of carrying out big 
projects. A large scale minor Jordanian industries were the real 
nucleus for the whole industrial sector in Jordan. Mono said. 

Jordan gives much concern to small-sized industrial projects 
under the umbrella of “social security services.” It aims at a 
comprehensive strategy to eliminate poverty and unemploy¬ 
ment, increase productivity and distribute the dividend of 
increase productivity in corporation with the World Bank and 
other global institutions. 

Small projects are financed through funds to support them 
in corporation with commercial banks and about 450 NGOs 
(mostly from women's associations and federations). 

Jordan and the American Development Agency pay joint 
efforts to finance small projects, hearing into consideration 
that the main challenge that faces Jordan is to make sure that 
economic development applies to all classes in the Kingdom, 
particularly the poor. 

Those projects are not merely facing financial problems, 
there are also other factors to be considered such as people's 
cultural concepts, infrastructure, the shortage of medical care 
and services and the need for better education. ■ 


Mexico is out of the danger zone 


By Ernesto Zedillo 


MEXICO IS emerging Prom one 
of the most daunting challenges 
in its recent history. 

The country has been tested by 
a genuine economic emer¬ 
gency, but it has recovered 
as a result of wholehearted 
and firm determination on 
the pan of its citizens. 

After the December 

1994 financial crisis, Mex¬ 
ico's economy was sad¬ 
dled with a $29 billion 
current account deficit— 
equal to almost eight per¬ 
cent of the nation's gross 
domestic product—and a 
shon-terra debt that 
totaled more than $40 
billion. 

While this dealt a sig¬ 
nificant blow to the econ¬ 
omy. there has been a 
meaningful improvement 
in Mexico's trade balance, 
largely because of a steady 
increase in exports. In 

1995 this improvement 
totaled almost $26 billion. 

Mexico's current 
account is now close to 
equilibrium. This year, 
external public-debt pay¬ 
ments will be one-ihitd of 
what they were last year, 
and means for funding 
have already been found. 

Inflation and interest 
rates have declined sub¬ 
stantially, and the peso is 
Dnce again stable. 

Mexico's international 
reserves have increased 
fourfold since January 
1995 to a total of almost 
SI6 billion. 

For the Mexican peo¬ 
ple—who have shown 


national economy but of their 
own standard of living—there 
are promising signs of job 
growth. In the first eight and a 
half months of 19%, the econ¬ 
omy has added 417.000 jobs. 



enor¬ 
mous resilience in the face of 
contraction not just of the 


The unemployment rate has 
come down from a high of 7.6 
percent in 1995 to 5.3 percent in 


August 1996. 

All jobs lost during the hard-' 
est period of the economic 
emergency—between January 
and August 1995—have been 
recovered. New and more pro¬ 
ductive jobs have been 
created. 

In the second quarter 
of 19%. the . gross 
domestic product has 
expanded by more than 
seven percent From the 
level at which it lingered 
during the same period 
in 1995. 

World financial mar¬ 
kets and institutions have 
responded to Mexico's 
comeback, and Mexico 
has been able to return to 
global markets much 
sooner than expected. 
After the debt crisis of 
Mexico did not 
to international 
capital markets for seven 
years. But alter the peso 
crisis of 1994. the nation 
was back in these mar¬ 
kets within six months. 

In 1995 Mexico 
issued $4.7 billion in 
sovereign bonds. This 
year so far. it has issued 
$3.9 billion in bonds 
with longer terms and 
more favorable 

conditions. 

Yet Mexico's recov¬ 
ery. no matter how 
remarkable, will remain 
transitory without funda¬ 
mental reform of the 
nation’s financial institu¬ 
tions and policies. 

Direct government 
participation in the econ¬ 
omy has been sharply 


l98p. 

return 


' now accounts for less than 25 
’ p5rcenL 

- Mexico has transformed into 
a markei economy with a hard¬ 
working. increasingly well- 
educated work force and a thriv¬ 
ing private sector. 

As a result, the annual 
growth in manufacturing pro¬ 
ductivity during the past decade 
averaged 5.7 percent—almost 
twice as high as the 3.2 percent 
productivity growth experi¬ 
enced by Mexico's main trading 
partner, the United States. 

Mexico's average annual 
growth rate in non-oil exports 
during the past 10 years has 
been greater than that of devel¬ 
oped nations such as Japan, 
Germany and the United Slates, 
ll has also grown foster than 
some of the so-called East and 
Southeast Asian tigers, such as 
Singapore and South Korea. 

In spite of last year's finan¬ 
cial difficulties, Mexico has 
remained one of the world's 
major destinations for foreign 
direct investment 

During the past two years, 
$15 billion was invested in 
Mexico, one of the highest lev¬ 
els of any emerging economy. 

Mexico can proudly claim 
ihuL in ]y95. it exported more 
than 520 billion in automobiles 
and transport equipment. But 
these gains, however substan¬ 


tial, Will 'remain transitory in the' : 
absence of far-reaching reform 
and improvement .of the 
nation's economic institutions. 

One of Mexico’s most impor¬ 
tant reforms is the creation of a 
new social security system to 
replace the current pay-as-you- 
go procedure with individual, 
fully-funded capitalizing retire¬ 
ment accounts, managed by an 
array of private investment 
funds. 

This new system should 
become a powerful source of 
long-term capital to finance 
investment and a major stimu¬ 
lus for development of our 
financial markets and 
institutions. 

Amid the difficult circum¬ 
stances Mexico faced in 1995, 
the nation's officials continued 
to promote regulatory, legal and 
even constitutional changes, in 
the hope of bolstering effi¬ 
ciency across a wide spectrum 
of economic activity. 

Opening the Mexican markei 
is not a goal that can be accom¬ 
plished in isolation. 

Instead, it is one embedded in 
a broader philosophy of politi¬ 
cal and economic liberalization, 
a philosophy which is support¬ 
ing the foundations of the 
nation's economic recovery and 
its recent democratic reforms. 

The current administration 
has embarked on a program of 


institutional reform designed to 
strengthen the rule of law. 
deepen democracy . through 
greater balance among the three 
branches of government, and 
reaffirm pluralism and 
accountability. 

One step has been to 
strengthen the judicial branch 
so that all citizens may turn to 
the courts with confidence and 
be certain that legal claims and 
trials will be dealt with 
promptly, efficiently and in 
strict compliance with the law. 

A. bill sent to and approved 
by Congress has reinforced the 
integrity and constitutional 
powers of the Supreme Court, 
established guarantees for the 
independence of all judges, put 
in place a new system of judi¬ 
cial appointment and widened 
the scope of the judiciary's 
authority. 

To strengthen Mexico's 
democracy, there have been a 
series of constitutional amen 4 
merits concerning cleetoi I 
practices and procedures. 

All four national poliu'cal 
parties represented in Congress 
participated freely anJ equally 
in determining the agenda for 
the political reforms. And with 
the unanimous support of both 
houses of Congress, the initia¬ 
tives can claim a legitimacy that 
previous reforms efforts in 
Mexico had never enjoyed. 


It is in the interest of all Mex¬ 
icans to preserve the instru¬ 
ments of the full democratic 
process. The political and eco¬ 
nomic progress of the past year 
would not have been possible 
without the wholehearted and 
firm determination of many 
Mexicans, both inside and out¬ 
side die public sector. 

But the support of multilat¬ 
eral financial institutions and 
the nation’s global partners also 
played an indispensable role. 

While no one can deny the 
severity of the difficulties that 
Mexico has suffered in the past 
few years, the nation has man¬ 
aged to weather the storm by 
building strong foundations for 
the inseparable aims of democ¬ 
racy and prosperity. 

Today Mexico is designing 
economic policies to ensure 
lasting recovery and dynamic 
growth, and the nation has 
adopted the sound political 
reforms essential to those aims. 

With the aid of the global 
community. Mexico's moderni¬ 
zation and development, diffi¬ 
cult though it may be. will 
remain certain. ■ 


Ernesto Zedillo is president 
of Mexico. This article is 
adapted from a longer version 
in the Harvard International 
Review. 


cuL In the mid-1980s, govern¬ 
ment spending was 45 jiercenL 
of the gross domestic product. It 
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America West Airlines appoint 
Discover the World Marketing 


AMERICA WEST Airlines, 
has signed an agreement with 
discover the World Marketing 
of Amman to handle the air¬ 
line's reservations, sales and 
marketing activities in Jordan, 
Egypt. Syria and Lebanon as of 
I April. This is for a three-year 
term, and Mr Haiti Suleiman of 
World Marketing is now the 
regional director for America 
West Airlines in these 
countries. 

According lo John R. Caret, 
America West Airline's senior 
vice president, marketing and 
sales, “this new agreement will 
give America West Airlines 
immediate access to (he Jorda¬ 
nian market through Discover 
the World Marketing and will 
explore the possibility to 
develop America West's busi¬ 
ness in ihc other markets. We 
are very enthusiastic about the 
relationship with discover the 
World Marketing and America 
West Airline's access to 
another important international 
market." 

‘This appointment is most 
welcome and appropriate in 
light of the growing interest in 
leisure and business travel to 
and from the United States and 
Canada said Mr Suleiman. It 


nicely complements other 
major travel companies which 
are currently represented by 
Discover the World Marketing 
in Jordan such as US Airways. 
British Midland, AeroMexico, 
Premier cruise lines and Tele- 
key Incorporation. 

America West Airlines is a 
major carrier based in Phoenix. 
Arizona, where it is the domi¬ 
nant airline operating. America 
West has hubs at Phonix Sky 
Harbor International Airport, 
Las Vegas and port Columbus 
(Ohio) Im'I Airport. The Air¬ 
lines modem, fuel efficient 
fleet, which has an average age 
of less than 10 years, consists 
of a iota! of 53 airbus A320s, 
Boeing 757s and Boeing 737s. 

Founded by Edward R. 
Beauvais. America West is a 
product of the deregulated US 
airline industry, the carrier ini¬ 
tiated service in 1983. With 
three Aircraft and 280 employ¬ 
ees, America West grew rap¬ 
idly, and by 1990 it achieved 
major-airline status. with 
annual revenues of over $1 
billion. 

Today America West is a 
national American, low fare, 
full-scrvicc airline. Its coast to 
coast route system includes 



most major destinations across 
the United States, with addi¬ 
tional destinations in Mexico 
and Canada. America West uti¬ 
lizes its Phoenix, Las Vegas a 
Columbus hubs as gateways for 
(ravel throughout its route net¬ 
work. The Airline's Columbus 
mini-hub helps to provide a 
balanced national route system 
with strength on both coasts. 

America West enhances its 
operational strength through 
strategic alliances and code 
share agreements with other 
domestic and international air¬ 
lines such os AeroMexico, Brit¬ 


ish Airways, Continental Air¬ 
lines. Mesa Air group and 
North West Airlines. 

In February 1996. America 
West launched a major two 
year growth plan, which is gen¬ 
erating an expansion of service 
at the Airline's Phoenix and 
Las Vegas hubs. The plan is 
scheduled to be implemented in 
two stages. When fully imple¬ 
mented, the plan will increase 
America West’s total depar¬ 
tures by 17 percent and add at 
least nine new cities to the air¬ 
line’s route system. ■ 
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6 THE STAR 


Israel is renegading on 

promises, Arabs say 


By Rebecca Trounson 

JERUSALEM—Anwar Jayusi waved an 
arm toward the garbage cascading down a 
slope near his home and said he could not 
help but be skeptical of Israeli promises to 
improve neighborhoods like his in East 
Jerusalem. 

In nearly 30 years of occupation, said 
Jayusi. a Palestinian house painter who 
lives with his family near the trash-strewn 
hill, “we have not received anything from 
Israel. Why we should believe them now?” 

Jayusi lives in Abu Tor, a neighborhood 
of rundown Arab apartments near luxuri¬ 
ous Jewish enclaves that is one of IQ 
mostly Arab sections of Jerusalem desig¬ 
nated to receive government funds io 
repair rutted roads and aging sewer lines. 

The Israeli government made the 
announcement 2b February, pairing the 
pledge for Arab areas with its approval of a 
new Jewish neighborhood in East Jerusa¬ 
lem. the historically Arab side of the dis¬ 
puted city. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
even visited Abu Tor, declaring his com¬ 
mitment to upgrade the area as he stood 
beside a pile of unloaded building materi¬ 
als. "It's not a ploy," the Israeli leader said 
of the promise. 

But Palestinians, and some Israelis, say 
it is—or that, at best, it represents an 
extremely rosy view of the realities of 
Arab housing in East Jerusalem. 

The reasons, they say, include history, 
politics and bureaucracy, all of which indi¬ 
cate that Abu Tor and other mostly Arab 
areas of Jerusalem will remain much as 
they are today, even as ground-breaking 
for the new Jewish neighborhood lakes 
place within weeks. 

"Let’s assume that there really is the 
political will and intention to go forward 


with these plans," said Sarah Kaminker, a 
former Jerusalem City Council member 
and veteran city planner, "But there are so 
many ways we prevent Arabs from build¬ 
ing in Jerusalem (that) it just won’t 
happen.” 

The Netanyahu government has repeat¬ 
edly linked the Jewish and Arab projects, 
portraying them as a model of a “peaceful 
coexistence" within the city, both aimed at 
alleviating housing shortages for their tar¬ 
get populations. 

At a news conference to announce the 
decisions, Netanyahu said the government 
plans to construct 2*500 Jewish homes— 
the first phase of a 6,500-unit project—and 
“to build a total of 3.015 apartments" in 10 
Arab neighborhoods. 

But the government later acknowledged 
that it was not actually planning to build 
the Arab homes, only to spend about $40 
million to prepare the areas for private con¬ 
struction—paving roads, building side¬ 
walks and installing sewage and water 
lines. 

A spokeswoman for the Jerusalem 
municipality said that she did not know 
whether the permit process will be expe¬ 
dited for Arabs wishing to build once the 
infrastructure is complete. 

For the Jewish project, on a hill known 
as Har Homa to Israelis and Jabal Abu 
Ghneim to Arabs, the government has 
taken ownership of the land, divided it into 
parcels and drawn up a plan for the neigh¬ 
borhood. Each step of the zoning and per¬ 
mit process is likely to be expedited, with 
financial incentives to contractors and 
future residents, former city officials said. 

Equating the plans for Har Homa and 
for the Arab districts is “like throwing dust 
in the eyes,” said Amir Cheshin, who 
worked os on adviser on Arab affairs to 
former Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek. 
"The leaders are misleading the public. 


There is nothing the same in these two 
proposals.” 

To understand the realities of East Jeru¬ 
salem, Cheshin said, it is necessary to 
understand the various ways Israel has 
sought to consolidate its hold on the east¬ 
ern half of the city since capturing it from 
Jordan in the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. 

Through the years. Israel has expropri¬ 
ated more than one-third of East Jerusa¬ 
lem. mostly from private Arab owners, 
according to Palestinian and Israeli human 
rights groups. The land, about 5.800 acres, 
was expropriated for “public purposes." 
according to government records 
researched by the Israeli human rights 
group B'Tselem. 

Since then. Israeli governments repre¬ 
senting both the Labor and Likud parties 
have built more than 38.500 housing units 
for Jews on the expropriated land. None 
have been built for Arabs—despite an 
Arab housing shortage estimated in a 1992 
study for the Jerusalem municipality at 
21.000 units. 

Through a series of regulations. Israel 
also has severely restricted the ability of 
Arabs to build within the city and demol¬ 
ished hundreds of homes built without 
permits. 

Cheshin and others said the building 
restrictions are part of u municipal strategy 
intended to keep the Palestinian population 
from growing at a rale faster than that of 
the Jews. 

Israeli leaders, including Netanyahu and 
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmcrt. make no 
secret of their intention to hold on to a)) of 
Jerusalem as the eternal, undivided capital 
of the Jewish state—a position most Israe¬ 
lis say they share. And even Palestinian 
officials acknowledge that Israel has now 
succeeded in achieving a small Jewish 
majority in East Jerusalem. 

Within Arab neighborhoods. Israel 


restricts growth through zoning plans that 
shrink the available land by designating 
large "green areas" where owners cannot 
build. Other areas are marked on “town 
planning schemes" as available for build- 
ins. but only if all who own the land within 
the boundaries agree to set aside a certain 
parcel for a school or other public purpose. 

About J70 building permits are granted 
for Palestinian housing each year. 
Kaminker said, compared with about 3.000 
for jews. 

In Ixsawiya. an Arab neighborhood of 
about 8.000 near the Hebrew University 
campus on Mount Scopus, residents say an 
average of three building permits has been 
grained each year since 1990. when lssaw- 
iya’s planning scheme was finally 
approved. Under the government's latest 
proposal, an additional 500 homes are to 
be allowed, hut no one seems especially 
hopeful. 

instead, local leaders (ike Darwish Dar- 
uish reminisce about the days before the 
Israeli occupation, when Issawiya's land 
area was recognized by the Jordanians as 
about 2 . 51 X 1 acres. By 1990. Israel had 
expropriated all but 500 acres. Now. “we 
ha\c only 660 dunams”—about 165 
ucto —where building is permitted, 
lamented Darwish. a member of the local 
building committee. 

Across a narrow valley, on land once 
owned in part by Usawiya residents, stands 
the Israeli community of French Hill, its 
eight-story, hillside apartment buildings 
and landscaped streets a stark contrast to 
ihe low-rise homes and mostly unpaved 
roads of Issawiya. 

"We pay nur taxes too. but what do we 
get?' asked Mohammed Mahmoud, 
another building committee member, as he 
gu/cd across at French Hill. “We don't get 
the same services." 



Kaminker and Cheshin said the current 
Israeli promises to improve conditions for 
Jerusalem's Arab residents reminded them 
of two other neighborhoods in northern 
Jerusalem. 

In the early I9S0s. Israel expropriated 
a hour 1,000 acres from the Arab neighbor¬ 
hood of Beil Hanina to build the Jewish 
community of Pisgat Zeev. In exchange. 
Israeli government officials promised to 
allow the construction of IS.G00 hpmes in 
Beit Hanina. roughly the same number that 
it planned for Pisgat Zeev. 


But over the years. Kaminker said, .its 
Pisgat Zeev went from blueprints to reality 
the regional planning commission gradually 
reduced the number of additional aptfft- ?;,? !?.! 
ments allowed for Beit Hanina—ftom~ 

18,000 to 11,000, and then to 7,500. ; 

More than 15 years later, no apartments.: ■ 

for Arabs have been built ■ 

• - 
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Coptic assault renews anxiety Once a godsend, foreign 
among Christian minority influx now a bane for Israel 


'4i * 


By John Daniszewsk) 

MINYA. Egypt—The Rev. 
Elcya Komoss was seated in the 
confession room when the Ion- 
murmurs inside ihe Mar Girais 
Church where a weekly meeting 
of young Coptic Christians was 
in progress were replaced by the 
jarring staccato of machine-gun 
fire. 

"1 opened the d«»»r and found 
everyone running about." the 
Coptic priest recounted, last Fri¬ 
day. "There were two girls who 
.had been shot in the back. I 
■pulled them inside. Another 
man shot in the back was call¬ 
ing out to me. 'Help me. 
Father.' so ! pulled him inside 
‘too. 

. “By then, the assailants had 
run outside and continued 
shooting in the street. The scene 


inside the church was very hard. 
... We found ourselves in a pool 
of blood. It looked like a 
slaughterhouse" 

The attack by Islamic extre¬ 
mists in Abu Qurqas about 15 
miles south of here killed nine 
people and left five wounded 
Iasi Wednesday evening. It was 
the worst assault by Muslim 
extremists against the country's 
Coptic Christian minority in 
five years—in May 1992. 12 
Copts were killed in another 
attack in the region—-and the 
first to take place inside a 
chunrh. 

The toll mounted last Friday 
when three Christians were 
found slain in sugar cane fields 
in the nearby village of El 
Zuheir. Police speculated that 
they had been killed by the same 
gunmen. 
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The attacks would seem to 
contradict the government’s 
repeated assertions that it has 
eradicated all but a few vestiges 
of the armed militants who say 
they want to establish an Islamic 
state in Egypt a key US ally 
that is generally seen as a stabi¬ 
lizing force in the Middle East 

But some analysts also saw 
the attack as a sign of the extre¬ 
mists' weakness. 

“In the last few years, the mil¬ 
itants have been really squeezed 
by the security forces." said 
Hala Moustafa. a specialist on 
Egypt's extremist groups at A1 
Ahram Center for Strategic 
Studies in Cairo. “An operation 
such as this one was easy to 
cany out it would attract a lot 
of attention, and at the same 
time it is not a direct confronta¬ 
tion with the government” 

According to the Rev. Maca- 
rios Youssef. another priest at 
the church, five masked gunmen 
were involved. One remained in 
the street one posted himself at 
the door, and the other three 
fired randomly at the 40 or so 
people inside the church. They 
stayed half a minute before flee¬ 
ing on foot he said. 

“I would like to state that we 
live in love and compassion 
with our Muslim brothers," 
Youssef added in- a telephone 
interview. “(The attackers are) a 
strange tumor on our society.” 

Egyptian security forces 
immediately threw up a cordon 
around Abu Qurqas, stationing 
tanks and armored cars at 
churches. At least 79 people 
were rounded up as security 
forces sought clues, according 
to news agency reports. 

As one indication of the ten¬ 
sion in the area, police barred a 
reporter from getting within sev¬ 
eral miles of the church Thurs¬ 
day. In fact, they provided an 
armed escort for two-thirds of 
the 150-mile journey back to 
Cairo. 

In an interview last month 
with tire Los Angeles Times, 
Interior Minister Hasson Alfi. 
who has masterminded the four- 
year crackdown on the militants, 
declared, “The security forces 
have total control of the 
situation? 

But the edginess of polios 
near Minya, a hotbed of the mil¬ 
itants, seemed to suggest that a 
danger still exists. 

The Abu Qurqas attack was 
denounced widely. ‘‘Villainous, 
cowardly and low? Muhammad 
Tantawi, sheikh of the Ai Azhar 
Mosque and Egypt's leading 
Muslim religious authority, said 
in his weekly sermon Friday. 

According to unofficial esti¬ 
mates, mote than 70 Copts have 
been slain by extremists in 
recent years. Islamic extremists 
consider the Christian Copts to 
be heretics. But most of their 
violence has been waged against 
the police and army. 

Egypt's Coptic minority 
makes up 10 percent of (he pop¬ 
ulation of 62 million, and its his¬ 
tory predates Islam in Egypt. 
The Coptic Christians trace their 
church to only a few years after 


the death nl'Chri.M. 

Although Copts and Muslims 
have coexisted mostly in peace ’ 
since the Arab conquest of 
Egypt in A D. 1*4-1. in recent 
years the Christians have 
become a dwindling minority. 
With the increase in attacks on 
Christians by Islamic militants 
and an official atmosphere that 
often appears to equate devo¬ 
tion to Islam with patriotism. 
same Copis quietly have 
changed their religion or 
emigrated. 

Police suspect Gamati Al Islu- 
miva. or the Islamic Group, in 
the attack. It is the largest and 
most active of the factions that 
have declared war on President 
Hosni Mubarak's government. 

More than 1.000 people— 
mainly militants and police offi¬ 
cers—4iave died since the cam¬ 
paign of political violence 
began in 1992. 

But the massive crackdown, 
including hundreds of arrests of 
people suspected of sympathiz¬ 
ing with the extremists and 
trials with harsh sentences 
handed down by special mili¬ 
tary courts, has resulted in a 
sharp decline in incidents and 
casualties in the past two years. 

With these killings, however, 
the old feeling of anxiety has 
returned to haunt Egypt’s Chris¬ 
tian minority. 

‘Too many attacks have 
occurred.” said Maurice Sadik. 
a lawyer and Coptic activist in 
Cairo. “There is a clear security 
failure.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


By Rebecca Trounson 

TEL AVIV—Inside a cavelike 
bar near the old central bus sta¬ 
tion in Tel Aviv; more than a' 
dozen Romanian men drink 
beer and gaze listlessly at the 
pornography playing on a flick¬ 
ering television. 

A lew blocks away, up a 
trash-strewn stairwell, a pris¬ 
tine. whitewashed church 
awaits the arrival of its Niger¬ 
ian and Ghanaian faithful'tor 
evening prayers. 

Outside, among the peep 
shows and cheap shoe stores 
lining the Neveh Shaana pedes¬ 
trian walkway, pay-per-mtnuie 
telephone shops display their 
rates for India. Jamaica. Chile. 
Turkey, Tajikistan. 

To many Israelis, the inter¬ 
national face of this seedy sec¬ 
tion of south Tel Aviv repre¬ 
sents a social and economic 
problem potentially more dan¬ 
gerous than the two small 
bombs that exploded here last 
month, injuring several people. 

“If we continue in this way, 
allowing foreigners in without 
any controls, this will be a dis¬ 
aster for Israel." said Yigal 
Ben-Shalom. director general 
of the Israeli labor ministry. 
"We have to slop? 

Thousands of foreigners 
have heen allowed into Israel 
since 1993 as a substitute for 
Palestinian laborers kept out by 
the closures of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip that were a 
response to attacks against 
Israelis. Many entered on 


short-term contracts: others, 
: arrived as-tourists or Christian 
4 -pUgrans, then stayed illegally. 

The unease oT many Israelis 
today- over the foreigners in 
their midst represents a sea 
change from the relief that 
greeted the workers' arrival. 
The solution so one problem 
has created several others. 
Israelis are discovering. 

With progress in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
growing anxiety over the flood 
of foreigners. Israel is taking 
sieps to slash their numbers 
and ease the closure of the 
territories. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, speaking recently 
at an international conference 
in Switzerland, said his govern¬ 
ment plans to reduce by half 
the number of foreign workers 
in Israel and increase the num¬ 
ber of Palestinian laborers. 

Palestinian officials said 
they welcomed the change but 
noted that the vast majority of 
the two million residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip still 
are not allowed to visit or work 
in Israel. The closure has 
created economic hardship, 
with unemployment in Gaza at 
about 60 percent, according to 
Palestinian and UN officials. 

In recent months, the num¬ 
ber of Palestinians permitted to 
work in Israel has risen slowly, 
from about 32.000 in August to 
50,000 today. Those granted 
entrance—married workers 
over the age of 35 who have 
clean security records—are 




Israeli soldiers with snipers set up blocks between Bethlehem and the road leading 
to Jabal Abu Ghneim, Tuesday, one day before the start of Ihe excavation works. 


considered least likely to cany 
&ut a terrorist attack. But the 
’figure is for below the 160.000 
Palestinians employed in Israel 
i before the ban. 

“The most important thing is 
that the closure is still in force.” 
said Nabil Abu Rudaineh, a 
spokesman for Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser 
Arafat. “Israeli leaders are mak¬ 
ing these statements, but on the 
ground nothing is being done.” 

For the most part. Israelis 
supported the security meas¬ 
ures and applauded when the 
government also announced a 
short-term policy of replacing 
Arabs with foreigners, mostly 
Eastern Europeans and Asians. 
For farmers and contractors, 
the newcomers provided a reli¬ 
able labor source, unaffected by 
the closure. For the public, 
shaken by knifings and shoot¬ 
ings that left 15 Israelis dead in 
March 1993, they spelled a 
release from fear. 

But nearly four years later, 
foreign enclaves are mush¬ 
rooming in many neighbor¬ 
hoods, particularly in the 
poorer areas of south Tel Aviv, 
and along with the excessive 
drinking and prostitution evi¬ 
dent in areas frequented by for¬ 
eign workers, Israelis lately 
have become uncomfortably 
aware of the inhumane living 
and working conditions forced 
on many of the immigrants by 
their Israeli employers. 

Many. like Stoyan Yonel, a 
Romanian with a broad, open 
face who knows a smattering of 
Hebrew, are housed six or more 
to a single room, with no bath¬ 
ing facilities, a hot plate for 
cooking and clotheslines 
draped on the walls. 

“When there is no food on 
the table at home, what choice 
do you have?" said Yonel, 37, 
who arrived legally in Israel last 
July and sends money home 
each month to his wife and two 
young sons. 

Some employers take away 
the workers' passports and, 
toward the end of one-year or 
six-month contracts, have 
them deponed without paying 
their final wages. Confiscating 
passports is illegal but com¬ 
mon, workers and advocates 
say. 

"They are like slaves? said 
Sirocha Yijhai, a coordinator 
with the Workers’ Hotline, an 
advocacy group that tries to 
help foreign and Palestinian 
workers. 

Some religious and political 
leaders here warn the influx of 
foreigners—virtually all of 
them non-Jewish-—threatens 
the very fabric of the nation. 

Soon after the election last 
May, Netanyahu's government 
formed several committees to 
find ways to reduce the num¬ 
ber of foreign workers. Ben- 
Shaiom, the Labor Ministry 
official, said their recommen¬ 
dations are scheduled to be 
presented to the Cabinet in the 
next few weeks. They include 
slashing the number of legal 


work permits for foreigners 
from about 100.000 to 25,000 
within four years. * 

• ■ ■ Lor addition, the government 
plans to locate add deport a* 
many as possible of the 
100,000 illegal workers 
believed to be in the country, 
he said. 

Other measures include a 
carroi-and-srick approach of 
bonuses and fines to persuade 
employers to hire Palestinians 
instead of foreigners, and 
incentives to entice, young 
Israelis to enter unpopular 
fields such as construction. 

The construction industry, 
which relies heavily on immi¬ 
grant workers, is expected to 
employ its considerable politi¬ 
cal clout to fight the new poli¬ 
cies. One reason, according to 
workers' advocates, is .that 
immigrants are willing to 
work for as much as 40 per¬ 
cent less than their Arab 
counterparts. 

Hanna Zohar, a founder of 
the Workers’ Hotline, said the 
foreigners generally receive no 
overtime, sick leave or paid 
holidays. But she blames not 
only the unethical employers- 
and agencies that exploit the 
workers but also the regula- - 
tions thar create a system rife 
with the potential for abuse. 

For instance, under condi¬ 
tions set by the Interior Minis¬ 
try, a worker's visa is linked 
to employment by a specific 
company or individual. The. 
employer must sign a guaran¬ 
tee and deposit the equivalent 
of about $1,500 to ensure that 
the worker fulfills the terms of; 
the visa.- The worker is not' 
allowed to change employers, 
regardless of conditions. If the- 
worker does, he or she 
instantly becomes an illegal. 

Ben-Shaiom said he hopes : 
the one-employer rule will be - 
changed, enabling the workers 
to leave employers who.-! 
exploit them. 

But that is not the case now. ^ 
Yonel lives in a former .Tel! 
Aviv restaurant now crowded 
with seven men, four sets of - 
bunk beds, a table and plastic.' 
chairs. All said they, had no" 
choice but to remain in Israel 
until their contracts expire; not ' 
only have their passports bebri " 
taken, but the average wage of " 
$500 a month is five times 
what they could make at" 
home. ", 

Constantine Feres trewaru," 
43, a heavily bearded than 
wearing a T-shirt, sweatpants 1 
and slippers, said he was on- 
his second stint in Israel but. -, 
found it so difficult the.first? 
time that he debated for 18. ' 
months before return! ng. • i r 

Of 17 friends who arrived • 
with him last October, drily 
two remain, he said. The rest " 
returned to Romania, unable •" 
to endure the long hours and " 
difficult conditions. ■ - • = j 


’ ' v- j 

LA Times-Washington Post 
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Supplement 


A Jor d§me Lalordanie reine de Paris 

v ■ cl i. af? R ^ 

1211 mars-octobre97 Voi/a une semaine debutait la saison jordanienne. Une saison 

' prolongee qui s’e taler a sur le printemps, l’ete et l’automne 

2fm~ Jp parisien. Le Jourdain vous propose de decouvrir les differentes 

expositions inaugurees dans le cadre de cette manifestation, 
supplement en fran ? ais du star les artistes exposes, ainsi que les evenements a venir. 


Hotel cle Ville 

La Jordanie lance une invitation au voyage 

Entre le printemps et Vete, Paris vit une saison jordanienne. Une serie d’expositions, de VHotel de Ville a 
rinstitut du monde arabe, presentent le Royaume hachemite, ses arts traditionnels et contemporains. 



Supplement en fransais du Star 


Un petit hriile-parfum 
nabateen en terre cuiic. Des 
pages ires Hires du Coran. Des 
gravures, des caries, des Perils 
Ue voyageurs. D’ancienncs pho¬ 
tographies jaunics de Petra. 
Mais aussi des toilers el sculp¬ 
tures d’anistes bicn vivants: 
(exposition “Voyage en Jorda¬ 
nie" esl un voyage dans le 


temps. Un vastc survol de ce 
qui s'est cree cl fabrique sur 
cette terre d'Histoire. 

La creation contemporaine 
esl certainemen' la plus dficon- 
certante pour un public non 
a vert i. De 1'art modeme au 
Royaume Hoch£mitc? Ana- 
chronisme... 

La Jordanie, ce sonl les 


L'agerida de la 
saison jordanienne 


Expositions 



Hotel de Ville de Paris 

Jusqu'au 15 juin. quatorze artistes jordaniens sont exposes it 
la sulle Saint-Jean. Une exposition intitulee «Voyage en 
Jordanie- qui comprend des pieces areh£ologiques, des 
costumes traditionnels jordaniens, des tapis et des objets 
uriisanuux. 

Le Printemps 

Jusqu’au 29 man*, le Printemps exposera sur 400 metres 
canes des objets artisanaux divers tels que des poteries. 
venreries. bijoux, tissus ou autres produits traditionnels 
jordaniens. Une collection de robes prelie par Madame 
Widad Kawar de robes anciennes est 6galement pr£sent£e. 


L’lnstitut du monde arabe 

De la ml-juln au 5 octobre 
Invitation dans I’espace et 
dans le temps, ('exposition 
«Sur les pas des 
arcb6ologues» prfisentera 
parai (element les 
technologies mi ses en oeuvre 
pour la d&ouverte et la 
sauvergarde du palrimoine 
jordanien. En marge de cette 
exposition, une s£rie de 
conferences sur 
I’arrheologie sera 
organisde. 


Conferences 

CoIIoque politique 

Un colloque organise par le Centre d Etudes et de recherche 
sur le Moyen Orient coniemporain (.Cermoc - ) rdunira les 24 et 
25 iuin a rinstitut du monde arabe des po/itologues. des dco- 
nomistes et des experts des relations Internationales pour dfi- 
battre de I’histoire politique du royaume hachdmite durant ses 
cinquante annees d' inddpendance. 

Colloque dconomique , 

Un colloque dconomique permeura aux enirepnses fran^aises 
de ddcouvrir les opportunity offerees par la Jordanie dans le 
secteurdu commerce et des investissements. 

Concerts 

Trois concerts illustrant la richesse el la diversitd des musiques 
inrdiniennes (chants de la rdgion d’Aqabn. musiques du ddsert 
it muiiques des pfaincs du Nord) auront lieu les 7. 8 et 9 no- 
tembre h la maison des Cultures du monde 

La redaction du Jourdain remercie 
particulierement pour leur aide a la 
realisation de ce supplement 
le Service culture! francais de 
V Ambassade de France d'Amman, 
le Centre culturel frangais et de 
cooperation linguistique d’Amman, 
Patrice Pain (conception graphique), 
Nelly Lama, et le Centre de 
documentation universitaire et 
scientifique de Damas 
(fax: 963 11 333 63.06). 

“ Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 

Xous les jeudis dans le Star 

645 380 

E-mail: Star@nets.com.jo 


vieiilcs pierres. El poureutt. Ics 
artistes sont la. ct bicn l£i. sous 
les lamhris de I'Holci tic ville 
de Paris. Us sonl 14. point res 
ou sculpteurs, representes pur 
leurs ccuvres. El its c lament 
d'entrtfe deposition que la Jor¬ 
danie vit bien cn 1997. 

La suite dc I'ex position rup- 
pellc la richesse de Van antique 
et des sites urchtologiques jor¬ 
daniens. Les mosaiques de Je- 
rash et dc Khirbat Al-Samni 
cohabileni avee dc ires Hires 
pages du Coran. Elies temoi- 
gnent ainsi de I'imponancc de 
la chrEtientE jordanienne. 
auprfcs dun public qui oublie 
parfois que e'est ici. cnlrc Me- 
diterranEe et desert que sont 
n£es. et ont prospEre. Ics reli¬ 
gions du Livre. 

Les neuf fragments presen¬ 
ts proviennem de la Chapdle 
d’Elias. Maria el Soreg. de 


leglise Saint-Jean de J crash, el 
de leglise Suim-Jcan de Khir- 
hai-iil-Samra. Ce dernier repre- 
senie une ville. ct rappel le la la- 
meu.se mosaique dc leglise 
Suint-Georgcs de Mtuiahu. plus 
aneienne cane de la region de 
1‘Hisluire. 

Certains deeouvrenl ainsi 
avee surprise que la Jordanie 
n'est pas que sable, el qu'un ur- 
banisme (lnrissant s'esl implan- 
le dans les eolliiies leniles du 
centre depuis des mi Menu ires. 

Quarante-deux pciits objets 
urehcnlogiques sont exposes 
dans des vurines, comme au- 
tani dc juUms. de Cage de 
bronze aux mamelouks. cn 
passant par I age de for. les pe- 
riinJcs nahjlecnne. grecque. ro- 
inaine ou by/amine. La pre¬ 
sence de ccs pieces est une fig¬ 
ure impnsee : impossible de 
muntrer la Jordanie sans evo- 



Les robes traditionnelles de la collection dc Widad Kawar. 


quer la richesse de son archEo- 
Ingie. Mais leur presentation 
tail reflet d‘un assemblage ap- 
proximaiif. Les erudits devront 
ptdienter jusqu'en juin. pour ad¬ 
mirer a Hnstitut du monde 
arabe une exposition plus ri- 
goureuse. -La Jordanie. sur les 
pas des archeologucs». 

Parures et costunei 

L'ineruynhle collection dc 
mudamc Widad Kawar est 
egalement mise a contribution 
piHirccuc exposition. Parmi les 
queiques 1000 costumes ct ta¬ 
pis palestiniens el jordaniens. 
inadamc Kawar a c hoi si une di- 
/atne dc robes ct vingt lapis. 

Chaquc parurc. chaque cos¬ 
tume raennte ainsi un peu de la 
vie des femmes qui les ont bro- 
Jes. ct de I hisioire jordanienne. 
El ces pieces metienl en valeur 
le grand .savoir-faire de I'arti- 
sanat du royaume, 

: tninsmis h trovers les 
generation:*. 

Pour clone ce vo¬ 
yage. Petra, la cite 
rose-rouge, joyau de- iu 
J| eouronne. Le site nabu- 
•• tden estevoque par une 
serie de photos inedites 
ou peu connues du 
grand public provenant 
de collections privees 
ou de I'Ecoje hiblique 
dc Jerusalem. Les plus 
anciennes donnem le 
vertige. Elies datent de 
lKh4, 52 ans apres la 
rcdficouvene de la cite 
nabaifenne par I'explo- 
| rateur suissc John 
■ BurckardL et compe¬ 
tent cellos prises en 
190ft par deux p^res 
dnminicains de l'Ecole 
hiblique de Jerusalem. 
Ic pere Juusscn et Ic 
pere Savignuc. 

Queiques cliches re- 
ccnts. cn coulcur. nc 
sont qu'un pale reflet 


y' ■ ass*- r-fxi 








(Dat^f^Tours 

Toute I'an nee dans toute la 
Jordanie Nous vous offrons 
un meilleur service 

Agence de Paris: 
tel: (33 1) 48 87 81 50 
Fax: (33 1) 48 87 81 52 
Adresse: 67 Boulevard des Invalides 
75007 Paris France 



Vexposition «Voyage en Jordanie» durera jusqu *a la mi-juin a rHotel de Ville de Paris 


de la richesse des tonalit^s et de 
la lumiere mugique de la cite 
nabat6enne. 

Ces • photos rappellem 
d'ailleurs cedes qui s'affichent 
aciuellement dans les couloirs 


du metro parisien. oil Petra est 
convoquee pour vanter Ics nru£- 
rites touristiques du royaume 
Hachdmite. Comme pour sou- 
ligner que rien ne vaudra une 
visile en terre jordanienne. et 


que ce "Voyage” parisien n’est 
qu'une invitation... uu vo¬ 
yage.* 

De Paris, 
Xavier Meunier 


L\Alcazar Hotel - Aqaba 


Un centre 
d'aventures au sud 
de la Jordanie 



Cet hotel a ^architecture mauresque 
possede une decoration int6rieure 
unique, compos4e d "objets d'art 
arabes. 132 chambres avec baJcon et vue sur le Golfe d"Aqaba ou les 
montagnes environnantes. 

Relaxez-vous en profitant du confort de nobre piscine, ou dans notre club 
prive situe en bord de mer. 

Essayez l'une de nos activites: plongte, apnee, Equitation, excursions a 
pied, escalade en compagnie de guides ou d'instructeurs pari ant francais. 

Centre de plongee 
PADI 5 etoiles 
Loisirs sous-marins 

Que vous soyez un plongeur 
confirme ou un debutant, choisissez 
de plonger avec des professionneis a 
Aqaba. 

Un des instructeurs du club de 
plong&e Seas tar parte francais, et possede un dip(6me de biologie 
marine. 

Explores des fonds sous-marins uniques au monde et decouvrez une vie 
marine extraordinaire. Plongees quotidiennes et sorties en apnee. 


Les guides 
du desert 


Partez a la dEcouverte des etendues 
desertiques a pied ou a chevai. 

Laissez-vous guider du Wadi Rum a 
Petra, ou dEcouvrez simplement le 
desert du Wadi Rum. Nos guides 
franpais parcourent cette region 
depuis 1984 et vous ameneront dans 

des lieux que seuls les bEdouins connaissent, bien loin des groupes de 
touristes. 

Venez gofirter i I'air pur et sain du dEsert et emerveillez-vous de sa 
beaute spectaculaire et etonnante. 


H Tel: (+962 3) 314131/2/4, 

Fax: (+962 3) 314133 
E-mail: alcsea@go.com jo 
P.O.Box 392 Aqaba-Jordan 
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Galerie de portraits 


Fahrelnissa Zeid 


Nawal Abdullah 



Fahrelnissa Zeid dans son atelier 


Dans ses portraits gi- 
gamesques cl stvlises. Fahrel¬ 
nissa Zeid (1901-1991) se 
revele I'heritiere des pcintres 
byzanuns. ei dans ses. scenes 
d interieur. dcs peintres per- 
sans. 

Originairc de I'ile des Prin¬ 
ces, Istanbul, ellc a en ellc 
1 esprit de I'OrienL Son pore. 
Shakir Pasha, emit diplomats et 
historian de rempire Onoman. 
Ellc tail ses etudes k 
1'Academic dcs Beaux Arts 
d'Jstanbul, et commence sa car- 
riere avec dcs centres clas- 
siques en aquarelle, dcs scenes 
de sa vie sur le Bosphore qui 
moncrent une scnsihilitti et une 
force ranees. 

Elle n’ignorait ricn dc 
I Occident, car eelte artiste 
avail tail panic dc la scene pa- 
risienne et dc I'EcoIc dc Paris. 
En 1927. elle etudie h Paris a 
l Academic Ranson. Elevc de 
Roger Bissiere qui encoura- 
geait ses eleves a erfer un style 
lluidc ct obslruit dcrivant dc* la 
nature, die quittc ic mnndc de 
la figuration. 

Fahrelnissa succombe ii 
1'influence du primitivisme: 
die utilise dcs coulcurs vivas, 
exotiques. des lignes rugueu- 


ses. dcs stylisutions dc ictcs. ct 
dcs mosaTqucs dc rythmes. Au 
Salon des Rcalil&s Nouvelles 
qui exige que toules les ceuvres 


cxpo&ccs soient ubsiraiics. ellc 
expose cn 1953 aupres dc 
gcanls comme Ocgottcx. Du- 
vivier. Marcdle Louhchansky. 
Jean Messagicr nu Alfonso 
Ossoriu. 

Les lignes dc Fahrelnissa 
Ilnttent dans I'espacc, cream 
un tumuitc d'arabesques ei 
une fluidity spontanea qui 
dlaicnt sa scule fa^on 
d’exprimer touics les sensa¬ 
tions qu'cllc ressenlait dc- 
vanl Ic mondc dc 
F£phemere. Avec des litres 
comme Voyages Arranges ou 
Images d'uiUcurs. die ex- 
prime 1'esprit de Tuu-dcla. 
Ellc panage Ic mcme credo 
que ses amis dc I’cpoquc. les 
artistes franca is Serge 
Poliakoff el James Pichetic: 
la peinture peut suggerer la 
reality physique, sa texture et 
sa couleur pouvam remplaeer 
dc vrais objets er devenir su- 
jets des tableaux. 

Fahrelnissa epouse le 
Prince Zeid. oncle du roi 
Hussein dc Jordanic. et vo¬ 
yage en Europe comme 
femme d'anihassadeur. «Le 
temps gristitre de Londres ne 
me derange pas. Je reste une 
bonne orientate, portant It 
soleil dans mon coeur!» dd- 
clarait fahrelnissa. 

Elle propose en 1964 au 
musde Hittite d'Ankara une 
exposition sur le thfcme des 
derviches. leur soufisme ct 
leurs liturgies da ns antes. La 
rgpdtition des formes des 
derviches rappelle la repeti¬ 
tion des liturgies soufistes. 
L’intensite des couleurs, se¬ 
ttles comme dans un vitraii. 
renforce ('impression mys¬ 
tique et spirituelic. 

En 1968. quand 


I'uMmnuuic .sVnvole • dans 
I’espacc. Fahrelnissa Zeid dc- 
couvrc Ic vusic cosmos ct crec 
dcs icuvres giguntesques cn 
noir ct Wane iL'affroiUcinent de 
la lime et de t 'ustroiniule I ou 
cn coulcurs a partir dc pciits 
dcssins. a I l:tnt ainsi dc 
I’infinimcni petit a I’intinimcm 
grand. 

Ellc emre ensuite dans unc 
iroisieme phase dc sa recherche 
artistique avec ses ••Palrfocris- 
lalos-, dcs cuhcs dc rcsinc 
l ra ns pa rents, lumincux. i Heres¬ 
ies d’ohjcts Ids que dcs Os de 
puulcts opaques qui produiseni 
un diet de contre-jour. acccn- 
tujnt la forme ct le patron de 
ces structures. Fjhrelnissa sc 
vuntait qu’un dc ses Palcucris- 
lalos sc tmuvait sur la table 
d’Andre Malraux. 

Fahrelnissa reiourne dans Ic 
mondc arabc au debut des an- 
nces SO ct crec son insiitut it 
Amman nfin dc panager cet an 
auquel cllc u cun sucre sa vie 
entiere. A son tour, ellc mene 
ses eleves vers 1’abstraction. 

Son dernier tableau n’est 
qu’unc premonition de sa 
propre moil. Un aruvre oil fi¬ 
gurant son man et ses secure 
deceits. Les parties coiorccs nc 
som plus cntources par des 
lignes: dies flonent dans Tether 
infini! 

Fahrelnissa Zeid ctait une 
femme qui aimait la heaute’. qui 
frail intime avec la couleur. qui 
manipulait la ligne comme un 
chevalier manipule son ipbe. 
Pour ses eleves. c’frait un 
maTire, une mere qui est panic 
irop loti Pour la Jordunie. e’est 
un trcsor que le peupic cheril 
pour toujours. ■ 

Nelly Lama 



Deptlis les premiers 
moments de son existence. 
Nuwul Abdullah vit avec fan. 
Aussi loin qu'cllc se souvienne. 
1'urt a toujours occupe ses pen- 
sees. - Tome nut vie. j'ai semi 
que jetuis nee pour peindret... j 
C'est pour cela que j'ai com¬ 
mence nut carriere an.isuque. 
.Au dehur. j'ai suivi le chenun 
de la peinture tradiiionnelle. 
pour ensuite. en 1974. integrer 
I'Lcole des Beaux-Arts de Flo¬ 
rence. jtnqu'en i97ti. Ce que je 
const nv de ctlle perioJe. c'est 
le temps que j'ai passe a ob¬ 
server. re garde r en detail 
routes les a-nvres qui etaiem it 
mu pirricc. pour Jecnuvrir I'art 
en gvniral. Ainsi, les portraits 
que j'ai realises d une certaine 
•7 elaient influences pur 
Modigliani ■*. 

Ellc rcconnart avoir eu la 
chance dc vivre sa passion. 
-Suiotr peindre est une chose. 
Fouvnir mettre en pratique ce 
\uvotr en ext une autre. J'ai eu 
la chance Je disposer des mo- 
yens economiques neeessaires 
pour eluJier er suivre mu car¬ 
riere- Des comraimes mare- 


riclles qui. selon elle. ex- 
pliqueni •un certain tasse- 
meni de la production des 
pem ires dans la region ». 

lnsLaJIth? pro fession- 
ncllcment sur sa terre na- 
ta!e. Nawal renforce a 
in vers ses toiles les forts 
liens amoureux qui la iieni 
i son pays et a sa famillc. 
Sa peinture pr£seme unc 
combinaison harmo- 
nieuse de coulcurs. don- 
nant tin rylhme naturel a 
sa peinture, exprimam son 
etre sponiam*. ouvert ct ii- 
bre. Les couleurs emplo¬ 
yees. la force des tons, 
correspondent aux diffe- 
rentes peri odes de Ij vie 
de J'artiste. 

Concemant la notion 
d'cspacc. Nawal Abdullah, 
suit unc evolution qui a 
commence avec de perils 
tableaux. -Je me sentais 
plus d I'aise sur des toiles 
de petite faille-. Ensuite. 
avec Ic temps, son pinccau 
a pit's plus de liberte. ■ 

Mari el Dedenis 



Ghada Dahdaleh 


Jeune peintrejorda- 

nienne. epouse et mere de fa¬ 
millc. Ghada Dahdaleh passe 
son temps a improviser des 
formes simples sur papier, les 
reenuvrir de couleurs aux tona- 
liles Jitcrscs et y ajouter 
quclques rythmes chatoyants 
pour tinalement creer un equili- 
hre de mail re. 

Cette jeune anisic s'appuie 
sur une grande variete de sur¬ 
faces: quelques unes rugueu- 
scs. aistiques et infonmelles ou 
Ifsses ct solides. ou nteme 
transparcnies et eph^mfcres. 
Les lignes encadrant les formes 
ne som presque jamais raides 
atln d'olTrir une grande liberty. 

La surface de la toile ne re- 
presente plus une trame uni- 
forme mais elle est parcourue 
de griffures et de rides. Ce sont 
leurs sorffaces nigueuses. ddcnS- 
pies. aux bonds d&hires. qui 
ajouteni a la symbolique du su- 
jet qui est S la source des 
reuvres de Ghada Dahdaleh. les 
camps palestiniens. 

C'est a partir de ces maisons 
des camps que Ghada tire ses 
formes. Elle s'y est souvenl 
trouvee en 1989 lorsqu'elle 
avail 1'habitude d’aller rencon- 
trer les femmes des camps. Elle 
a 6ie f:iscin& par les fenetres et 
les pones qui constituent au- 
jourd hui le thfcme dc la troi- 



sieme phase de production de 
ses reuvres. 

Elle commence par con- 
struire ses toiles avec des 
pones, des feneLres et des de¬ 
cors gtomftriques peints sur les 
murs de ces maisons. Elle uti¬ 
lise aussi Ie motif du lingc pen- 


du sur un fii qui passe devant 
une feneLre. une sc&ne assez 
commune dans les quarriere 
surpeuples. 

Ghada Dahdaleh commence 
par ces images, puis se d&achc 
lentemem de leur representa¬ 
tion pour creer un monde ab- 


strait qui lui appattient. Elle. 
utilise les fenetres des maisons 
comme les pages d’un livre. 
repetant les mcme rythmes 
dans chaque rectangle pour les 
tier. ■ 

Nelly Lama 
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You can find Features on 
Iordan’s sites and Locations 
J And more... 

mRDAN TODAY ON LINE 


MEGANE CLASSIC : LE PLAtSIR SUR MESURE 



DES UGNES £l£GANTES, BEAUCOUP 
D'ENVERGURE. UN ESPACE INTtRIEUR 
GtNEREUX, MEGAbtt CLASSIC SAIT DON- 
NER SANS COMPTER. EXCEPTIONNELLE 
HABITABUTt POSTE DE PILOTAGE ERGO- 


NOMIOUE, RAFnNEMENT DES EOUIPE- 
MENTS. HAUT NIVEAU DE CONFORT 
ACOUSTIOUE ET THERmIOUL... A BORD 
DE CETTE GRANDE BERUNE, LA CONV1V1A- 
LfTE A TOUTE SA PLAGE. DOTtE D'UN 


ETONNANT SENS PRATIQUE, mEGANE 
CLASSIC OfFRE DES BANQUETTES ARRIERES 
RABAHABLES 1/3 - 2/3, ET UN VASTE 
COFFRE DE 510 DM 1 , OUIACCEPTE TOUS 
VOS BAGAGES AVEC LE SOURfRL TROIS 


MOTORBAriON, BSENCE, PERFOR MANTES B 
SOARS, UN COMPORTEMENT ROUTER IRB*RO- 
CHAALE_ MEGANE CLASSIC KT PRETE POUR 
TOUSLES VOYAGES. 



RENAULT 


MEGANE CLASSIC : SOYEZ RAISONNABLES, FAITES-VOUS PLAISIR 


LE5 VOITURF?; 
A VIVR1- 
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Ga/m<? portraits 


Dodi 


Ammar K ham rnash 




Hind 
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Dodi Tabbaa se situe 

au carre four de nombreuses in¬ 
fluences el de nombreux styles. 
NEe au Pakistan, elle a a explo¬ 
re le milieu des mfidias avant 
de connajtre une renommfie ar- 
lisLique. 

Elle est a la fois adepie de 
peimure, de gravure, de decora¬ 
tion. avec le textile et le papier, 
ei son art est en constantc Evo¬ 
lution. 

Ses oeuvres sont St la fois ex- 
ubfirantes. energiques, chao- 
tiques el inventives. Des adjec- 
tifs qui uaduisent sa recherche 
constanie de nouvelles voies, 
de nouvelles formes. *Je 
trauve que nion art devient au 
JU des ans dc plus en plus com¬ 
plete * explique Dodi Tabbaa. 
•Je pulse mon inspiration dans 
le bonheur visuel qu'esi pour 
moi la vie quotidienne.» 

Son imagination est con- 
s mm merit stimulee. sans qu'elle 
s'en rende parfaitement 
compte, par son environnement 
quotidien. Elle 1'est Egalement 
par I'art du passE: depu is i’art 
primitif d'Afrique el les minia¬ 
tures orientates jusqu'h I'art 
conte mpo rain de Pollock, 
Miro. Homing ou Yves Klein. 

On pcul noier une certaine 
evolution dans ce flot de crEa- 
lion continu. Par opposition a 



ses ceuvres les plus anciennes. 
caractErisees par la profusion 
de couleurs et I'exuberance des 
formes kalEidoscopiques. ses 
demifcres expositions ont tE- 
moignf d'une tendance plus 
contemplative, un siyle plus re- 


tenu dans le domaine de la gra 
vure Mais lb encore, elle sail 
etre originale: ses gravures sont 
tirEes a nEs peu d'exemplaires. 
puis retravaillEes 5 la main par 
{■artiste, de maniEre b produin: 
des variations colorees sur une 


meme forme de base. Elle ex¬ 
plore cgalement les possibility 
dc la substance d de la forme 
dans ses -puzzles- qui allienl la 
legercui Je la peinture a 
l ep.iisseur du carton dEcoupe. ■ 


La solitude et la nature 
som deux mots magiques pour 
ranrhitecte et artiste jordanten 
Ammar Khamrnash. -Quandje 
S ,iis seal dans la nature, lorn 
Jcs constructions urbaines. j at 
Vimpression de me sentir mn- 

menl die : moi*, explique Am¬ 
man Khamrnash.- Cela me per¬ 
mit de mieuxfonctionner *. 

Dans son travail. 
I'envirohnement dans lequel il 
se trouve joue un role ires im¬ 
portant. 11 est constamment en 
train d'Etudier. de se documen¬ 
ted d'essayer de comprenare. 
Une recherche dont il se sen 
par la suite dans ses ceuvres, 
afin de euider le public dans 
son propre environnement. 

Ne en 1960 b Amman, il a 
obtenu sa mairrise d'architec- 
lure aux Etats-Unis et a effec- 
tue deux ans d'Erudes en clhno- 
urcheologie b l'universite du 
Yarmouk en Jordanie. 

L'architecte Ammar Kham- 
mash a initie une nouvelle ten¬ 
dance en Jordanie concernant le 
concept du dessein. de con¬ 
struction et de renovation. Une 
philosophic que Ton reirouve 
dans ses realisations (auberges 


d'Um Qais on 

Pella, centre d’art 

de Daral al- C - §B 

Funun) dans les- 

quelles il a essaye 

de recrEer le pas- figg jjjffla ga 

sE pour I'intfigrer 

b 1 'environnement 

actuel. 

«Tout ce que je 
rialise au- 

jourd'hui, j'ai 
f *impression de *** 

I’avoir dfja fait* ,* 

explique Ammar 
Khamrnash. Les 
rfves d’enfants 
d'Ammar Kham- 
mash ne semblent 

pas Eire trEs 

Eloignes de ceux 

qu'il continue de _|||j 

faire. 

A c6tE de son 
travail d'arch- 
itecte et d'artiste. 

Ammar Kham- 
mash fait beaucoup de photo¬ 
graphic sur des sujets lels que 

farchitecture trachnoraurl e. 
I'anthropologie. ou Tarcheolo- 
rie 

11 a notamment publiE deux 
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ouvrages consacrEs a 
Tarchitecture des villages jorda- 
niens et la citE de PEtra. «Sans 
limited pent en fait «rej™ 
bonne dEfinition pour cet araste 
qui ne cesse d'entreprendre de 


nouveaux presets via antjj y 
server le patrimrane a«*ne 
nil et culture! du royaqtuc 

cbemite. ■ '■&& 




tonne dEfinition pour cet aro«c Samaa 1 

[ui ne cesse d'entreprendre de . ' 

Khalid Krei« 


Mona Qaddoumi 



Ali Jabri 


Influence par ia civili¬ 
sation islamique, e'est en 1977, au 
Caire. qu'Ali Jabri entame sa car- 
riere artistique. avant de se rendrc 
b Amman au MusEe des Tradi- 
u'ons Populaires en tanl que con- 
servateur et direcieur artistique. 

EmervciltE par la puretE des lo- 
calitEs lointaines de son pays, il a 
fait de longs sEjours sur les tem- 
toires des tribus nomades. et parti- 
cipe aux fouilles archeologiques 
de l’lnstitut fran 9 ais du Proche- 
Oriem. dc 1 'UniversitE de Sydney 
ou encore du British Institute. 

Deux sejours seront dEtermi- 
nants dans son approche artis¬ 
tique: en France en 1982 ct aux 
Etats-Unis en 1986. Trcs sensible 
h I'hEritage du passe jordanien au- 
lant qu'a son expression contem- 
poraine. Ali Jabri fut chargE. entre 
1985 et 1993, de divers projeis 
d'architecture et d'amEnagement 
de sites pour le mifiistEre du Tou- 
risme et des AnuquitEs. 

11 poursuit aujourd'hui encore 


I’cffort Je sauvegarde et de mise 
en valeur du patrimoinc tradition- 
nel tirhain comme rural dans le 
royaume hachemilc. . 

Son oeuvre, figurative, londce 
sur le realisme du dessin. est le re- 
sultat d'une profonde observation 
des lieux ct ties emblcmcs du 
mondc arabc et elassique. 

Ainsi. le travail d'Ali Jabn ex¬ 
prime la I'raementation culture! le 
de son pays a travers des lodes 
plus dures et urbanistes. impre- 
gnccs d une atmosphere dc pene. 
d'intcrrupiion. do dissonances. 

La dichmomie persistc entre la 
ibeaute ancicnnc et les debris du 
present. L'cxprcssion dc cette ce- 
sure est manifesto dans ses sour¬ 
ces d'inspiration hclcroclitcs: 
I'Antiquite. la Chine.- I'Egypte. 
I’Empirc ottoman, la renaissance. 
Palladio. Picasso. Mies Van der 
Rohe, le design contcmporain. 
I'art et I’architecturc de I’lslam. ■ 


Le Jourdain 
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Figure marquanie dans le 
paysaee de I'art plastique jorda- 
nieo. Khalid Khreis est un pem- . 
tre en pleirie maniritE artisnque. 
Professeur de dessin et de pem- 
ture k la facultE d'architecture et 
des Beaux-Ans de ITJniversite 
Jordanienne pour les femmes, il 
est le president de I'assodauon 
des art plastiques jotdaniens. • 

Ne b Kerak en 1955, 9 comr 
mencc ses Etudes d'art a 
rUniveTsitfi Hilwan du Caire, et 
les poursuivra en Espagne. Ita¬ 
lic et Mexique, durani dix an- 
nees (1973-1983). «fai vaunt 
gather a tout el j’ai etudie 
egaiement le dessin. la pein- 
utre. la sculpture, la peinture 
mantle. Van graphique etla It- 
thogmphie >. 

Artiste complex par sa forma¬ 
tion, Khalid Khreis a dfi tore 
son: {dbqix/en * a P 6 ” 1 ’ 

n^e b-la sculpture. *it tn'a ete 

douloureux de. renotice r cc V une 
■' des deut tianrnta tile je fats 
encore de la sculpture, mais je 
la materialise raremenl ». con- 
fesse-t-il. 


En tant que peuitre maj^ ^v;; 
Khalid Khreis ' r . reojaw^^'i. 
I'influence de Pant *feg**^ 

Tbpies dans son : 

«nnconnu». •<M emirs’ufr a 
silhouette ou un 
emerge par 
ce n’est jamais 
turn que je 

{‘expression d'un ntam^-yqe-^^ 
rieur », 

En qoalitE de pr Es^e ig, 

1 'Association des i arts', -p*^,>»:.•:: 
tiques torthiniehsrsrL-*™®^ 
Khreis note 
ry thine des actiucEs 
positions dans le roymfflneWfe^':.. 
chemite. iPest sagl **£&$*' 
partir des armies aOtyqhfkgjBg. 
peut parler. d'un\moUQeittedSfi&^ 
d'art plastique jordan^ d^T 
d'un vrai public », exphqtto: 

*En companaison yeowi^.J .. 

I'Egypte. Vink quia Syne.dfifcf^-, 
une modyeriient jcunef vet 1 ■ 
['absence '$ube^_Acad4mic : 

Beaux-Artsmlordariie 

son developpcment* •, . 

AncadeMhfo^i. 

. • 
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Welcome to where the 
past meets the gateway 
to the future. 
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Take a fresh look, the airiine that flies from 

the one place where the distant past and the present see eye 
to eye everyday. Set your sights on a network of exciting 
destinations across distant seas and countries. 

Onboard a fleet that brings together some of the world's 
advanced aircraft. 

Enjoy the exceptional warmth of hospitality that sets 
your mood from relaxed to refreshed to reflective. 






Ideally located in one of Amman’s prime areas, the 
Middle east Hotel offers both Quality and Style 


<& R0YALJORDANIAN 


Reflecting the Change 


With its 106 fully equipped rooms all 
with private bathrooms, satellite TV. 
Direct dial phones, mini bars and in¬ 
dividually controlled cooling and 
hearing system, the Middle East Hole] 
is the place to stay when visiting Am- 


Facilities: Al Diwan Restaurant offer-, 
ing both Middle Eastern and .interna¬ 
tional cuisine, Churchill’s Bar, 24 
hours room-service, swimming pool.-, 
shopping arcade which includes hair 
dresser, gift shop, travel agent, car 
rental and taxi services. 


CSaaS3£E532£533=iS 


Mn*c«*MiV(Bt-I^rt8^rt«fvflewSa^iingaoara4«MTifrTuiw^eiM 


607150 - 607160 , Fax 667422 , P.O.Box’19224 Amman - Jordan 
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Galerie de portraits 


Hind Nasser 


£V 
!> 


P®*ntr© consacrce ct rc- 
marquable miliiante dc la cul- 
lure, Sherita Hind Nasser rcpre- 
sente un veritable element 
moteur dans plusieurs secteurs 
de la vie culturelle jordanicnne. 
Prfisidente du Conservatoire 
National de Musique dc la Fon- 
dalion Nour A1 Hussein depuis 
1985, auteur du premier pro jet 
de ddvetoppemem et de marke¬ 
ting de l anisanat uaditionnel 
jordanien et a la tete du comity 
chargd d'&udier la creation dun 
Mus^e National 5 Amman d'ici 
1 an 2000, Sherifa Hind Nasser 
n£f16chit djSji 5 d'outrcs projets 
comme la fondaiion d'une 
Acadfimie des Beaux-Arts et 
d'un Centre dc la Science ii 
Amman. 

Diploma de J'Univcniti 
amdncaine de Beyrouth cn 
sciences politiques. Sherifa 
Hind Nasser a ensuite la revela¬ 
tion de I'importance de la cul¬ 
ture commc facteur dc progres 
au sein dp la societe. 

Elle comprend que sa contri¬ 
bution au developpement de la 
sod&5 jordanienne devra se 
faire en agissant dans ce do- 
maine plutfr que dans la poli¬ 


tique. Cette reorientation est 
renforcee par la d&ouverte 
dc sa vocation artistique. 

Elle £tudie I‘art avec la 
Princesse Fahrelnissa Zeid. 
eu de 1976 a 1991. se d£die & 
ses £ hides d'une manifere sys- 
t£matiquc, en groupe avec 
hull auires femmes artistes, 
dans le sillagc de i'illustrc 
princcssc membre de «l‘£cole 
de Paris* des unnge-s cin- 
quante. L'amitifi et !a com¬ 
plicity anistique avec Rula 
Shukairy, Suha Shoman et 
Euphcmia Risk ont survdcu a 
la dissolution du groupe. 

La peinturc pour Sherifa 
Hind Nasser est une question 
de voloni£. */f dois juste 
irouver le temps de me rctro- 
uver devant la loile el de me 
met tre a rravaiUer*, cx- 
plique-t-ellc. •J‘ai heaucoup 
d'idees a exploiter et a deve- 
lopper en langage plastique, 
car je trouve partoul des 
sources d‘inspiration, dans la 
nature et I'histoire de ce pavs 
ainsi que duns mes voyages », 
rajoute-t-elle.B 

Anca de Maio 



Mona Saoudi 


Artist© jordanicnne proba- 
blemcnt la plus connue du pu¬ 
blic fran^ais. notamment grace 
j 1'une de ses sculptures monu- 
menLaics expos£e sur le parvis 
dc rinstiiui du monde arabe. 
Mona Saoudi a rcgagn£ depuis 
peu le Liban. DipI6m£c de 
i'Ecole des Beaux arts de Paris, 
c''est en effet au pays du C&dre 
qu’elle a vecu entre 1969 et 
1983 avani de retrouver son 
pays natal, la Jordanie. 

Mona Saoudi vit une verita¬ 
ble histoire d'amour avec la 
pierre. Elle commence par la 
choisir minutieusement, 6tu- 
diam ses couleurs. sa texture, sa 
forme et sa solidity. Elle laisse 
les traces de son maneau sur 
1'une. en polil une outre pour en 
accemucr les veines naturelles. 

La forme est toujours mono- 
(ithique. peu eloignde des 
courbes ct des aspe rites origi- 
nelles de la pierre. Dans les 
rydimes qu elle crec. il y a tou¬ 
jours une force abondante ou 
une sensuality assez prononede. 
Elle arrive ii faire passer une vi¬ 
tality dynamique qui traduit sa 
propre personnalit£. 


Bien qu'eclectique. 
son oeuvre est 
1'expression d'une pen- 
s£e toujours cons Lame. 
La pierre est divisee 
en morceaux qui se 
rdp&teni, s'dlargissent 
ou se meiamorpho- 
serit. et qui bougent 
autour d'un point de 
gravity, presque tou¬ 
jours en forme de irou 
ou d'arc. Ne se conien- 
tant pas de ce rylhme. 
elle en imroduit un au¬ 
tre. plus superficiel, el 
cr£e un dialogue entre 
les deux. C'est avec ce 
dialogue de courbes et 
de lignes droites que 
les monolithes de 
pierre perdent leur 
poids. 

Mona Saoudi est 
mailre de la pierre et 
pounant, devant une 
belle pi&ce, elle subit 
commc une esc lave. 
d£vou£e & sa sensuali¬ 
ty. ■ 

Nelly Lama 



Ahmad Nawash 


Suha Shoman 





Ce peintre jor¬ 
danien d'origine 
palest inienne, n£ 
cn 1934 it Ein- 
Karcm. reside 
actuellcmcnt cn 
Jordanie. II a etu- 
di£ les Beaux-Arts 
en France et en It¬ 
alic. Ses tableaux 
ont franc hi les 
fromieres du ro- 
yaume et plu- 
sieurs dc ses 
oeuvres sont expo- 
secs en perma¬ 
nence 2k 1'Institut 
du monde arabe 
de Paris, ainsi que 
dans des galeries 
en.Tunisie ou bien 
au Pakistan. 

«Mon inspira¬ 
tion est I'huinanile 
et son devenir. la 
tragidie du 
monde arabe et 
tout particu- 
lieremeni la l rage- 
die vecue par le 
people Palesti¬ 
nian* explique 
Ahmad Nawash. 
*Le peintre qui ne 
represente pas les 
souffrances de son 
people dans sa 
peiruure n'esl pas 
un vrai peintre 
cur sa peinture 


perd son tunc ct son sens*. 

-Je m'inspirc dc tv qui me 
choquc au qttotidicn. ct Its 
cvcnciucnts ne manquent pus: 
fa guerre. /'injustice. les fa¬ 
milies chtusees de tears foyers, 
l 'hypocrisu : ijuu te Ahmad 

Nawash. 

Au premier coup d'ocil. cer- 
taincs de ses toilcs peu vent 
paraitrc nai'ves. Ahmad Nawash 
possede un style unique: i! re- 
prcsente Jc.s silhouettes hu- 
maine.s aux proportions dcl'or- 
mces buignant dans des colons 
simples. Mats la simplicity dc 
sa technique n'esl qu'apparcnte. 
C’est au coiurairc la peinture 
d'un esprit tourmente ct com- 
plexe. Les surfaces de ses toiles 
sont ires travail Ices, ct les cou¬ 
leurs employees sont takes a 
partir de nombreuses couleurs. 
Ahmad Nawash ne se contente 
en effet pas des colons tels 
qu'ils sortent des tubes. 

■ Quoad je prends mon pin- 
eeau. c'est a cltuque fois 
comme si je peignais pour hi 
premiere fois» avoue Ahmad 
Nawash. «• J'oublie les nuires 
tableaux et je laisse libre cours 
ii mes envies. Toutes mes oeu¬ 
vres sont Jifft-rcnies. A rliuque 
fois, il y a Je nouveHes idees el 
une nnuwlle sensation it tra¬ 
vers les couleurs''. ■ 

Mona Qaddoumi 


La renommee artis¬ 
tique de Suha Sho¬ 
man tient en Jordanie 
bien sur a ses oeuvres, 
mais aussi a son ac¬ 
tion pour la promo¬ 
tion des arts dans ce 
pays, avec nolam- 
ment la creation du 
centre Darat ai Fu- 
nun. 

Titulaire d'un 
diplome de droit, 

Suha Shoman a pre- 
fere choisir une voie 
anistique. Elle a suivi 
des cours artistiques 
ii l institut Fahrelnissa 
Zeid d'Amman. L£t- 
bas. elle s’est inspires 
du style artistique de 
cette eminente ecole. 

Mais ses talents ci£a- 
tifs lui ont permis de 
cr£er r style uniaue 
qui lui appartient. 

Ses tableaux 
n'incorporent que des 
symboles. Des syru¬ 
bbles pris dans la na¬ 
ture. des mat£riaux 
bruts. Les roches 
pcintes. le sable colly 
traduisent I'identity 

arabo-jordanienne de Suha 
Shoman. 

Avec les couleurs et leurs se¬ 
crets. Suha parle. exprime et 
cree. Claires ou foncees. denses 
ou lygeres, lumineuses ou som- 
bres. ce ne sont que 1 des cou¬ 
leurs qui abonJent des themes 



vivants. Des themes incamant 
la m6moire vivante du pass£ et 
I'esperance du futur. 

Au fll des annees. Suha Sho¬ 
man a presente ses ceuvres au 
public local et international, au 
cours depositions person¬ 
nel les et collectives. Elle con- 
naii bien Paris, pour y avoir did 


Abonnez-vous 
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Crown Hotel 

&ue v 9 u* mu* pour Qflaire* ou 

pour le ptoieir, you* en ourefr pour plu* 
rpre vohe arpenh 


expo s£c d£j^ deux fois. en 1984 
et 1995. Ces demifcres amides, 
elle s'esl consacree a un trip- 
tyque artistique. avec trois ex¬ 
positions: Petra i. I! et III. La 
city de Petra est devenue legen- 
daire grace a sa beauid esthe- 
tique, mais aussi grace 5 la 
beauty des textes et des ceuvres 


JR 


qu'elle a inspires. Ceue force 
intellectuellc et creative pre- 
sente dans ses roches se relrou- 
ve dans les toilcs de Suha Sho¬ 
man pour qui la roche ct ic 
sable sont un etcmel recom¬ 
mencement des choscs.Q 

Omnb el Abed 
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5 etoiles pour le prix de 3 >] 




Chambres : Pieces spacieuses, television, 
antenne satellite, telephone, 
mfnibar, etage reserve aux 
homines et femmes d'affaires. 


AF 8175 

Saraedi 

Lundi 

Mertrredi 

AMMAN 

23h55 

23h55 

23h55 

PARIS > 

r 05H55 * 

05h55 * 

05h55 

AF 8172 

Samedi 

Lundi 

Mercredi 

PARIS 

13h30 

13h30 

13h 30 

AMMAN > 

' 21h00 

21h00 

21h00 


Agence : Tel. 666055 

Aeroport: Tel. 0853940. Cargo: Tel. 621775 
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. , nParlaposte DParavion 
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The Star 
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P0 ' "Kia: Star@nets.com.jo 

Star@ arabisLC® 111 


Salle de 
banquet 
et centre 
d'affaires: 


Sports: 


Service de chambre 24 heures sur 
24, cuisine orientale et 
intemationale, bar, boite de nuit 
avec spectacles, sailes de conference 
salies de reunion, centre d'affaires. 


piscine olympique, courts de tennis et 
de squash, centre de remise en forme, 
sauna, massage, jacuzzi et piscine 
couverte chauffee. 


TELEFAX : 000-962-6-758180 Radio & T.V. Station Road 
E-mail; crownhtl@go.com.jo www.crovvnhtl.com 
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Galerie de portraits 


Rula Shukairy 


Wijdan 




Les toiles de Rub 

Sbukairy sent comme des pay- 
sages de live nes de 

I’imaginaire mais entre tenant 

lout de meme des rapports se¬ 
crets avec le monde naturel. 
<tC'esl a trovers ma peinture 
que je m'exprime le mieux* cx- 
plique Rufa Shukairy, prfKrani 
ne pas commenter ses oeuvres. 

Cetie peintre jordantenne est 
dipldmee de I'lnstitut des 
Beaux-Arts Fahrelnissa Zeid 
d'Amman. Elle a purt»cip6 a de 
nombreuses expositions en Jor- 
danie. Ses tableaux ont ddja 
franchi les froniieres. et plu¬ 
sieurs de ses toiles sont expo- 
sees en permanence au centre 
d'ari de Darat ei Funun. un des 
plus import an is d'Am man. 

Elle canfoit sa peinture h la 
fois comme une expression 10 - 
talement libre de sa propre per- 
sonnalite el comme un oulii de 
connoissance. Les formes qui 
en naissenL evoquanl taniol la 
durete dc la pierre, tantol llor- 
squ'ellc utilise I'encre de Chine) 
1'aspect vaporeux des nuages. 
nous renvoient ii la structure 
meme de la maticre. comme 
peut le faire la physique con- 
temporaine. par d'autres mo- 
yens. 

ftjur auianL la peinture dc 
RuJa Shukairy nest pas une 
peinture de details. Elle ne 
cherche pas ii grossir demesurd- 
ment les elements quoiidicns de 










noire existence, contrairemenl a 
la peinture hyper-rtialiste, mais 
a sugg6rer I'infini qui se glisse 
entre les signes de noire 
mondc. Les pay sages int£rieurs 


qu'elle offre aux regards ne sont 
pas sans liens avec la peinture 
surrealiste car. meme si la tech¬ 
nique est difffirente. on relro- 
uve chez elle une meme con¬ 


ception dc 1’art comme un vo¬ 
yage onirique. les yeux. ler- 
mev.H 

Mona Qaddoumi 


Peu d’artistes ont un curri¬ 
culum vitae aussi riche que 
son Aliesse royale la prin- 
cesse Wijdan: premifcre 
femme a reprdsemer la Jorda- 
nie a l'Assembtee generate de 
reorganisation des Nations 
Unies. en 1962. la Princesse 
Wijdan est titulaire dun 
dipldmc superieur en art isla- 
mique dc 1‘Universite de Lon- 
dres. Elle est auteur de nom- 
breux ouvrages dont vL'art 
moderne en Jonianie« el 
••Qu'est-ce que l'Art isla- 
miquc'N. 

C'est elle qui a fondd la so¬ 
ciety royale des Beaux Arts 
ainsi que la Galerie nationale 
des Beaux Arts a Amman, 
dont elle est aujourdhui le 
conservateur. Elle est dgale- 
ment professeur. enseignant 
l Histoire de I'An islamique it 
rt'niversiie d'Al Bayi. h Ma- 
fruq. dans le Nord du royaume 
hachemite. ct a I’lnstitut de di¬ 
plomatic d‘Amman 

C'est en 1958 qu'elle s'iniu'e 
a la peinture. en frequeniani 
les ateliers des peintres Ar¬ 
mando Bruno et Muhanna 
Durra insialles ii Amman. 

-Au depart, e'etait un hob - 
by. Puis la peinture est deve- 
nttc line part importarue de 
ma vie-. confie la princesse 
Wijdan. Ses demiers tableaux 
sont tous construits aurour de 
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la calligraphic am be. 

•/’utilise la calligraphic pour 
la composition du tableau 
mais aussi pour sa significa¬ 
tion. Par example, aprks la 
guerre du Golfe, j'ai pans 
une sene intitulee Kerbala. 


C'est une reference a la yille 
ou le petit -fits du praphete 
Mohammed, Hussein, a itd 
assassine. A celte epoque, 
yavals le sefumertt que , les 
images n’diaieni .pas assez 
fortes pour, exprimer mes sen¬ 


timents et j'ai eprouve le be- 
soin ■, d'intigrer des . mots cal- 
{{graphics '• dans mes ta-_ 
bleaux. ‘ 

. Claudine Assad 


Samer Tabbaa 


Widad Kawar 




1 -La pierre 

! contient la sagesse 
; injinie de plusieurs 
1 millions d'annees. 

\ Elle est Id, attendant 
f d'etre explorer «■ ex- 
* plique le sculpieur 
1 jordanien Samer Tab- 
■ baa. Dans son uavail. 

! c'est la resistance et 
: la penu>nnalii£ de la 
j pierre qui i'imprcs- 
1 sionnenL 

; Ne a Tael', en Ara- 
; bie Saouditc. Samer 
Tabbaa ^tudie la so- 
J ciologie. ranthropo- 
1 logie et puis Tart. II 
i obtient sa maltrise 5 
i runiversite de Kent 
I State. En 1981. il 
. quitre son posie de 
! directeur de b Gale- 
I rie Nationale des 
1 Beaux Arts d'Amman 
pour effectucr un 56- 
jour en Espagne. 

il commence h 
taifler le granit, le 
grbs, et divers es 
pierres qu'i! trouve 
en Espagne. Au dd- 
‘ but. il touchait 5 
peine a la pierre, pre- 
servani son identite 
intrinseque. 


Son ceuvre a ensuitc evoiue. 
J1 a cree des monolithes diviscs 
en plusieurs sections. Des 
tranches qui permettem de se 
rendre compte de la maTtrise de 
1'homme sur la pierre. cer- 
laines parties po riant el les le 
caractere rfisisunt. ou au con- 
traire. cassant de la pierre. Lb 
rythme qui retrace 1'hisloire du 
combat de 1’homme avee la na¬ 
ture. 

Avec le bronze. qu*il utilise 
rarement. il produit des j eux de 
lumiere sur des surfaces polies 
ct luisantes. mates ou patin6es. 
Il cr6e des struemres en bois & 
la surface peinte en noir et 
blanc sur iesqucfles sont juxta- 
posees des lignes ondu!6es. 

Demierement. c'est le bleu 
61ectrique qui J'a tente. Samer 
Tabbaa realise des moulages h 
partir de pieces de machines, 
produisant des reliefs qu'il re- 
couvre entieremem de bleu. 

Quant a ses dessins. il nous 
offre des osuvres minimalistes 
au crayon, recouvrant tout 
I'espace avec des effets ru- 
gueux mais subtiles. Un peu h 
I'image de cet artiste, h la fois 
si introvert! et si fort! ■ 

Nelly Lama 


«C'est dans le tra¬ 
vail inanttel Je la femme iorda- 
nienne que ion retnntve 
I'identiie originelle de la Jortla- 
■nie. Satire garde r cet heritage 
pennet de concilier Li tnodemi- 
re avec la tradition Avec ces 
quelques mots. Widad Kawar 
cxplique les raisons qui la pous- 
sent depuis 30 ans a se preoc- 
cuper dc la conservation de Tart 
teminin en Jordanic. 

- Devaiu certains evenements 
qui auraienr pu mettre en dan¬ 
ger noire heritage, je me suis 
sentie beaucoup plus responsa- 
bilisee pour samer une panic 
de noire passe. - Cette prises dc 
conscience est intervenue avec 


ies conllits isra6Io-arabes. [ 
I'industrialisation et la moder- j 
nisation des procedes de fabri- ) 
cation. »Le marche jordamen ! 
a lui aussi etc bouleverse avec 
I'apparition des lissus svnthe- 
tiques. Cela a notammeta al¬ 
ien le role de la femme*. 

A present, le recount aux ) 
techniques tradtdonnelles se l 
fait a travers certaines fonda- f 
lions, idles que celle de la | 
rdne Nour. et grace a de nom- ■ 
breuses femmes qui sont ana- f 
chees aux traditions de leur , 
pays. -Si t on compare la situ- 1 
ation a celte qui prixalail 
\ qila 30 ans, I'art femirun est 
aiijourd'hui mieux defendu. 












Tptti nouveau costume,bu type, 
airtsi fabri que enriemt noirtr 
heritage et le sauve de I'oublL» 

Au corns ces demiferes d6> 
cennies. elle a rassemble plus 
de 10.000 pieces qu'elle expose 
un peu panout dans le monde 
pour presenter Ia culture jorda- 
nienne. 

Dans le cadre de la saison 
jordantenne, des pieces rapes 
sont prfsentfes l'expoaiion 
de I'Hotei de Ville et au raaga- 
sin Printemps. Une parue de sa 
fascinante collection comptam* 
dix costumes iradmormels 
rares, des parures. des c6ra- 
miques, ainsi qu'une vingtaine 
de tapis anciens. palestmiens et 
jordaniens. permettra aux visi- 
teurs de parcourir qudques 
pages de lliistoire jordanienne. 

Comme tous les participants 
jordaniens, elle souhaite rfiussir 
h presenter clairement ITiistoire 
et la culture de ce pays oriental. 

* Notre manifestation est ac- 
cueillie dans la capitate cultu¬ 
re tic du monde. C'est une 
grande opportunity pour offrir 
un avant-goQt de la diversity 
culturellc de la Jordanie et in- 
viter a sa ddeouverre. • ■ 

Nahed al Khlotif 
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Cinema 

Cycle «Les enfanb audnema#. 

Le 24 mars & 20h30 au CCCL 7 La gloLre de mori.pfere de 
Yves Robert (1990). 

Exposition 

Mohammed Ali Shakir, jusqu’au 31 mars au CCCL. 

Theatre 

Les 28 et 29 mars, la Compagnie de l'Energumfene se 
produira 3 20h00 au Centre cuiturei royal dans le cadre 
du Festival international de tbdStre d'Amman.: 

Le 31 mars, la compagnie du Pb’t matin proposera & 
19h00 un spectacle Cabaret au Centre culture! royal. 
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imagi n2irc ^ 


d pre« j f" 


amida 


Une collection de produits tisses bedouins 
faits-main et 100% pure (aine, fiabriques par les 
femmes de la tribu Hamida du sud de la 
Jordanie. 

Faits sur commande dans toutes les tallies 
• et combinaisons de couleurs. 

Tapis 

Chemins de couloirs 
Coussins 

Tapisseries murales 

To ute carte de credit Internationale accepted 
Expedition maritime dans le monde entier. 

Let meuson Bonus Hetnuda 
Tel: #9626658 696, Fax: #962 6 612 169 
B.P. 2179 Amman 11181 Jordanie 7 

E-Mail: bhh@go.cotn.jo 


^ tfe /Jr* 


rr 

laryuiJH 



i, 1 



iii 























































20 MARS 1997 


THE STAR 13 


\ 


Sur les pas des archeologues 
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Archeologie 


Le mystere des statues d’Ai'n Ghazal 


A Voccasion de I’exposition de Vlnstitut du monde arabe qui ouvrira ses portes a la mi-juin, 
cinq statues d’Ain Ghazal seront presentees pour la premiere fois en Europe. Les docteurs 
Gary Rolevson et Zeidan Kafafi, superviseurs des travaux defouilles d’Ain Ghazal, 
retracent Vhistoire de ces statues et analysent leur signification. 


Le site d'Ain Ghazal compte environ 30 statues de ce type. 


Le Site nenlithiquc de 
Alii Ghazal (environ 7250- 
4500 avani J.C) forme In partic 
sintec au Nord-Esl dc la villi? 
d' Am man. capilalc du royaume 
hachtmile. Cesi fun des plus 
grands villages asricoles «in- 
cicns dans la region du Pruchc- 
Oricm du point de vuc super¬ 
fine. Cc site conlere a la capi¬ 
tate jemianienne des racines 
supplemental res au niveau dc 
sa civilisation. En effei, die ful 
connuc commc la capitate tics 
Ammonites durant in premiere 
moilie du premier miUcnaire 
avani noire ere (la dccssc Am¬ 
mon) el aussi commc unc vide 
romainc (Philadelphia) durjnt 
Jc rtgnc remain .sur les pays du 
Levant Les vestiges des sunc- 
tuaires et des amphitheatres qui 
se n£ pandent (a et iii. ct aux- 
quels te touristc peut facile- 
ment avoir occes. offrcni ic 
meilleur temoignuge dc 
i'ampleur de ccttc civilisation. 
Cependant, durum la domina¬ 
tion ottomane. Amman neurit 
pas plus qu'un petit village dont 
les matrons s'eparpi I latent sur 
les deux rives du lit du Wadi 
Zarka. Aprfcs avoir die pro- 
clamde capilaic de ta Jordanie. 
la ville d'Amman a connu une 
rapide evolution ct un deve- 
ioppemem considdrahle. cn rai¬ 
son de multiples I'acicurs. dnm 
le plus important cst te progres 
dc dvilisation que connait ;tc- 
tuellement la Jordanie sous Ic 
regne de la famille haettemiie. 

Ce site ful ddeouvert par 
hasard alors que les peiletcuses 
travaillaient au traccmem dc la 
route principale Amman-Zarka 
en 1974. Toutel'ois. Ics fouilJcs 
n'ont dcbule qu'en 1982. lors- 


qu'unc mission archctilnuiquc 
commune dc la Direction gene¬ 
rate jorUunicnnc des Antiquites 
cl du centre amcricain des re- 
chcrches orientates :i Amman 
nnt procede it de.s louille.s ex- 
pt ; rimentate-s stir cc site. Put I;i 
.suite. C Uni vers ite du Yarmouk 
a col Inhere avee cux cn i.int que 
parte na ire scientilique. C'cm 
i'un des princip;m\ partcuaircs 
financiers de ce projet. 

Le site a Uni par revetir une 
importance iniernat innate. Cn 
ell cl. il cst different des auires 
sites ncnliUtiquc.s. >o disun- 
guunt par ses deeouverte ar- 
chcologiqucs et la vasie super- 
licie dont il jouii. s.ms 
nientionncr Ic fail qu'il I'ut c»*n- 
(tnucftemeni habile durant des 
peri odes successive?* i environ 
7250-4.SIX) av. JC). 

(I esi certain que les h.ihi- 
l art is d’Ain Ghaz.il ont pratique 
des culles riluels divers cl oni 
eu de multiples crnytmecs. Les 
travaux accompli* jusqu a pre¬ 
sent permctteiu de pease r que 
que b magic a jnuc un role im- 
ponant darts leur existence. 
Ceci a ete revcle par les figu¬ 
rines humaines ct animalicre* 
qui ont etc dccouveries sur te 
site. Le culte des anceiics no- 
lamment les dirigeants. a joue 
Ic meme role dans leur we reli- 
gicu.se. 

Les plus importantes pamti 
ccs decouvertes sont Ics statues 
en platre. dnm deux ensembles 
ont etc deeou verts en I9K3 et 
|9K5. Plus de trcnie statues uni 
die idemirices, ccrtaines en- 
lieres (90cm de moyenne). 

II scmblcruii que la femme 
ait joue un rule important dans 
Ics sire teles agricoles il y a plus 
dc 111.001) ans. Elle represenie 


lelement de lenilite ei consti- 
tuc l.i cause principale de 
(augmentation du nombre de 
main-d'ivuvre. C'cst pourquoi 
elle tut icpresentee enccmtc. 
Outre le ventre, les hunches el 
Ics seiti\ out etc mis en evi¬ 
dence. 

Qu.int ,iux figurines animu- 
hercs du site, dies ont ere faites 
Ic plus sou vent dandle. de 
platre ct dc calcaire. Ces etri- 
gies rcprocnient des mum- 
inileres. ct surtouf des t.tunraux 
dotu le corps cst pcrce par des 
lames de stle.v. ce qui pcrmct 
de pettser que les nmmaux dc 
ceite espece servaient de sacri¬ 
fices pour sc mpproehcr de la 
divinitc. 


PlusicMirs sanctuaires 

Quelques edifices ont ete de- 
cou^erts puis etudie.s i> Ain 
Glt.i/al. Les resultats de ces re¬ 
cherche* pcrmeueni dc suppo¬ 
se qu'ils avaient unc significa¬ 
tion culiuclic. I Is remnntcnl a 
environ o5(Hi-5(K)0 avani J.C. 
L'trn des plus important.*.- 
d’entre eux a etc deeou vert en 
1993 Jans la region situec au 
nord du site. Cel edifice re¬ 
monte it lepoque qui s'etend dc 
h5i«) a ivHKj avani JC. Les ar¬ 
cheologues pariicipam aux 
fnm'Jles ont constate que cel ed¬ 
ifice a >ubi de nombreuses 
nnidilic.itions et des ajouts au 
niveau architectural, pour 
epouser en fin dc compte une 
forme cireuluire. dont le 
dtamcire atteint les trois 
metres. 

Au centre de son sol dalle dc 
pierres pnlie-s el peint cn rouge, 
se troute un losse dc 40 ems de 
Jiamcirc comporiani 4 ouver- 
lures symetriques dont la fone- 


tion de me ure mysterieusc. Une 
chose cst eertaine: ces ouver- 
rures noni pas ete ulilisees pur 
I'evacuation de feau ou de tout 
autre iiquide. 

Un edifice reeianeulaire da¬ 
unt de r^poque de la culture de 
la region du Yarmouk tenviron 
5500-45M0 avJCi a aussi de- 
couvcrt dans la region d'Ain 
Ghazal. Au milieu du mur sud. 
en forme de courfce. de cet ddi- 
lke. se trouve une piene con- 
struiie sur un angle droit. Un 
edifice identique. auquel a the 
auribuc un caraetere rituel. a ete 
deeou vert a By bios au Liban. 

11 esi possible de penser que 
ics edifices cultuels qui oni ete 
construits sur le site peuvent 
etre considered comme les plus 
anciens decouverts jusqu'a nos 
jours dans la region du Proche- 
Orient. Ces deeou venes enri- 
chisscnt considerable me nt Ics 
connaissanccs concemam les 
crayances et les religions des 
socierds agrico/es dans ceite re¬ 
gion. Nlais il n'existe aucun 
lien enire le dogme du culte des 
uncetres rdpandu dans nombre 
de regions du Proche-Orient 
actucl. cl ia nature de la reli¬ 
gion ou des rites pratiques par 
les habitants d'Ain Ghazal. qui 
oni utilise ces edifices comme 


Archeologie et technologie 


Dix annees apits I'exposition du Musee du Luxem¬ 
bourg, les tiesors archfiologiques jordaniens reviennent a Paris. 
Une exposition indtul£c «La voie royale. 9000 d'an au ro- 
yaume de Jordanie^, avail en effei d6jh permis au puhlic 
fraiH^iis fin 1986 de digeouvrir de nombreuses tresors archfolo- 
giques jordaniens. 

Cette exposition rtbservait aussi d£jh & I'cpoque unc place h 
Van. conieroponin jordanien, avec noiamment Fahrelnissa 
Zeid. Ahmad Nawash, Wijdan. Aii Jabri ou Ammar K ham- 
mash. 

C’est ceae Fois an creur mdme du centre parisien de la cul¬ 
ture arabe. Vlnstitut du monde arabe. que Ic roynumc hachc- 
miie prfsentera son riche passe. L'cxposidon «Sur les pas des 
archeologues* a pour but de faire decouvrir au visiteur h la 
fois les principaux sites historiques de Jordanie ct les technolo¬ 
gies qui permeucnl de les restaurer ou de Ics metlre en valeur. 

Pour la premi&re fois en Europe, cinq statues d'Ain Ghazal 
seront presentees au public, ainsi que 1c rouleau dc cuit rc de 
Qumran. Une des statues dfimenagera par la suite au nius£e du 
Louvre oil eJJe devrait resier irente ans. Une maquette prfisen- 
tant pour la premitre fois une restitution des pcinturcs omc- 
yudes du site de Qusayr Amra sera cite jUA»i exposife u 
Vlnstitut du monde arabe (voir encadrel.B 


sanctuaires. 

Toutefois. l exisience de ces 
sanctuaires indique I’existence 
d’une socifte coherente organ i- 
see autourd’un culte. ■ 


Gary Rolevson et 
Zeidan Kafafi 


Article extrail des 
Nouvelles seientifiques de 
France ct du Proche-Orient. 
cl iraiiuii par Rabil Aajan. 



Restauration 


Une nouvelle lecture du rouleau de Qumran 


Restaur4 en France, le rouleau de cuivre de Qumran a ete officiellement remis a sa majeste la reine Nour 
a l’occasion de Vinauguration de la saison jordanienne. Cependant, ce rouleau restera encore quelque 
temps en France etsera present6 a Vlnstitut du monde arabe en jiiin prochain. Un rouleau qui, grace a 
desprocedes modemes de restauration, offre aujourd’hui une nouvelle interpretation. 


'r.ide Cents 


Le 11 mars dernier, 
en presence de sa majeste la 
reine Nour de Jordanie et de 
Pierre Rosenberg. PrSsideni- 
directeur du musee du Louvre. 

Edmond Alphanttery. P^ si ' 
deni d'Eleclricite de France, a 
remis au royaume hachemile 
de Jordanie 1c rouleau de cui¬ 
vre de la mer Morte. restaurd 
par EDF dans le cadre d'une 
convention de nteednat tech- 
nologique et scientifique avec 
le direction des Antiquities de 
Jordanie. Ce rouleau sera ex- 
pos6 a la mi-juin dans le cadre 
de Vexposition consacrde h la 
Jordanie t) I'lnstitut du monde 


arabe, avani de rejoindre Am¬ 
man. Un replique est actuelle- 
meni prfsente au Printemps. 

Le rouleau de cuivre de la 
mer morte, vieux de prfes dc 
2000 ans, aussi appete rouleau 
de cuivre de QumrSn, intrigue 
depuis plus de quarame ans les 

archeologues et aiguillonne 
l'i magi nation de chercheurs de 
trgsorc el romande^s h sensa¬ 
tion. 11 ful d6couveit en 1952 
par Henri de Conienson, dfe 
I'Ecole biblique et nrch£olo- 
gique franfaise de Jerusalem b 
l’im6rieur d’une grotte prfes de 
Qumran. 

Cesi it QumrSn que fiirenl 


retrouvds en 1947 les cdlcbrcs 
manuscriis de la mer morte. 
dans te dfisen dc Jud^e. 
Qumrhn elaii un centre ntonas- 
lique occupd par un groupc 
d’hommes de la communoui^ 
estenienne. Cellc-ci format t un 
mouvemenl jtepate. i carte du 
Temple de Jerusalem ct ayam 
coup6 les liens avec Ic restc du 
judaisme vers 150 avani J.C. 
Le site ful d&raii par la tegion 
romainc en 68 aprvs J.C.. en 
route vers Jerusalem, dont Ic 
sifcge tomba en 70. 


vi 
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La these du tresor du 
Temple abandonnee 


Le rouleau de cuivre est consider^ comme un docu¬ 
ment maieur dans Tensemble des_ ctecouvertes ftutes h 
oSmran Depuis VintervenUon effeemee sur le rouleau h Man- 
Ker en 1956 , des discussions passtomtees om heu parrot 
S>“p 4 Sphisies et historiens au sujet de sa provenance et de 

W DinlrSu« hyjSSSwxistent, plusieurs points rcstant 
. D ,^ ™rw.Ve^. Pour certains, le rouleau est un texte 
obscu*>> 51 C P_ - R fju,- tom i es spdcialistes. le rouleau peut se 
iSter nteh^d’informations sur te contexte historique de la 
f du Temple dc Jerusalem par les troupes de Titus 

jestrocuon d effe ^ le r£HJ ieau pourrail consumer 

Snu^eS des richesses du Temple, rrnses en silrete avam 

sa ^ e fl?hi , ^iitesc esr aujourtfhui remise en cause par to. nou- 
Ce “ nrooostee par VAbbe Puech et dont dispose 

'r" e ^flSnmSnoE^Sf,quc. .11 mt pmh numim- 
desomiais la co d - si jaw la trotsutmc grotte a 

ant acquis h la Communaute de Qumran et qu'il a 

nuumcrits appa ^ ^ ^ eloignee du site dans les jours 

ete place dans g ^ cluaf en ^ de ^tre ire. An - 

les "f ’"jXtpossM' de les identifier grfce a ces nomello 
iant qudn et p ^ situent pour mould environ amour 
Ur lures, les tCr ^/ n2 n cl axitour de Jerusalem, particu- 

de Jencho et & ^ df la vUle piques mans 
Viercmeniaujud reJ deux regions, avec, enfm de 

dans le Cedronqui ^ FtMir prrmire fois. ccs 

liste, trots U>ca * nh i nt foumir une precieusc indication con - 
mponvaies me semote j ess t n iennes presque 

3k * ln * sauntUMonner item don - 

exclusa-etnenijiulee ^ MaiS on ne trouve nulle 

ne le ou d'autre she en Jordanie comme il 

TJ' une interpretation sun- 

Une lecture ^ ions des groupes essentens. dont k, 
nle: les mcnibrts la mise en common, oni he 

ficgle * xt S ea l n h£ dans tears propriety ou ddpendances. 
o^ndemenl ccu.luJ oa^ des Avers responsables 

5 % da (...) Grace aux travaux 

^ scientifique d'EDF{...). j'm **** 
.nec&nrt {ech ? ol ° S n ,> n ,liese qui tendon a s'unposer d une 
t "carter res°l»***.%£? 0 ff? ci el du Temple de Jerusalem 
C de «'cltencsf>;A Jericho, h Jerusalem e, ad¬ 
mit en ****** i la barbe des legions romames asui- 
isurs en rate ’ m 



Le rouleau scie 
en 23 sections 

A I'origine. le rouleau dtait 
une plaque dc mCtal dc 2.46 m 
dc long et dc 28 cm de large, 
compose de trois feuilles de 
cuivre rive tees entre elle.s. Ccttc 
bande a ete enroulcc sur elle- 
mBme pour former un rouleau a 
la fa^on des papyrus ou des 


parchemins. Lors dc sa deeou- 
vertc. 1‘objct se presentait sous 
la forme de deux petiis rou¬ 
leaux. Leurs exiremites cunt- 
portaient des irous de rivetagy 
qui coincidaicnt par superposi¬ 
tion. monlrnnt ainsi qua 
I'origine. ces deux perils rou¬ 
leaux ne formaient qu'un elC- 
ment. Le rouleau porle ties ins¬ 
criptions sur sa face interne, 
graves s dans Ic metal a pet i is 
coups de burin. 

A lepoque dc la dccoutcrte 
du rouleau. »! mil .ilor.x impos¬ 
sible de decouvrir Ic texte grayt- 
sans derouler les plaques. Mars 
le deroulcment ne pouvaii se 
faire sans donimage. lam. apres 
deux inilte ans d'jhandon. le 
metal emit oxyde et en grande 
panic mineralise. Cesi pour¬ 
quoi. en 195b. la direction des 
Antiquites de Jordanie prit la 
U6:ision d'envoyer te routeju 
au laboraioire de reMaunition 


Jc rUniver&ite dc Manchester, 
ou le professcui Baker, du Col¬ 
lege of Technology, realisa le 
dccoupage cl fa consolidation 
dc I'objct. 11 avail cn effet lallu 
.w resrgner j scicr les deux pe¬ 
rils rouleaux en vjngt-trois seg¬ 
ments demi-evlmdriques. Cctie 
operation avail provoque le de- 
collemcnt dc nombreux petiLs 
fragments. 

De retour cn Jordanie. le rou¬ 
leau a ete expose au public au 
musee d'Amman pendant 40 
ans. Au cuurs dc ceite periode. 
I'oxydation a repris partielle- 
ntenl. les collages sc sont dete- 
riorcs. les mutcriaux dc consoli¬ 
dation inil \teilli ct les hris 
oceuMonncs par les - manipula¬ 
tions successhcs ont ete rC-pa- 
res a\cc des produits par fois 
inadequals. II etail done ndees- 
sairc. non sculement d'.issurcr 
la conservation a foitg rerme du 
rouleau, niai.s aussi de pcrmct- 


ire eventuellemeni un meilleur 
ctechiffremeni du texte. resie 
lacunaire par endroits. 

La direcuon des Antiquites 
du Royaume de Jordanie a 
done demanen novembre 
1993 le coneours d’Eleclricite 
de France pour realiser. dans le 
cadre d'une operation de mec£- 
nat Lechnologique et scienti¬ 
fique. 1'experiise. la resiaura¬ 
tion et la conservation du 
rouleau dc cuivre. Grace a cene 
operation, la communaute sci- 
en-iifique dispose pour la pre¬ 
miere fois de nouveaux outils 
pour poursuivre l’6iude ct 
Vinterpretation de ce texte 
unique parmi les manuscriis de 
fa mer morte. Le roufeau origi¬ 
nal regagnera lui prochaine- 
mcm Jc Musee d'Amman.W 


Le Jourdain 


Qusayr Amra 


Situe a environ 80 
kilometres a 1'Est 
d'Amman. le site de 
Qusayr Amra fait panic 
du circuit touristique des 
chateaux du desert. Ccs 
bains omeyades du 8feme 
srecle sont un joyau de 
fan islamique en Jorda- 
nje. A I'occasion de 
I'exposition «Sur les pas 
des archeologues *. une 
maquette reptesentant les 
volumes exterieurs de ces 
bains «Ics peintures inte- 
rieures dans leur etat res- 
liiu^ sera presentee. Des 
aquarelles rfolis&s au d6- 
hiit du stecle de ce mcme 
sue par re.xplorateur 
tchfeque Musil seront aus¬ 
si exposees il rinsiitul du 



monde arabe. Ceae eampagne de travaux graphiques exhaus- 
lifs a 6t6 nialis^e it la demande du departement jordanien des 
Antiquites par I'ln&litut fran^ais du Proche-Orient. ct cssen- 
tiellement par Claude Viben-Guiguc. qui iravuille maintcnanL 
depuis sept ans sur ce site. L’lfapo, en collaboration avec 
I'Ambassade de France d'Amman et le departement des Anli- 
quit&. a procedd a de nombreuses operations sur cc site ces 
demteres annees. En plus d’un etat des lieux compleL ii a ef- 
fectue plusieurs travaux de resiauraiion pour stopper Jcs phen- 
omenes de degradation que connaissait ce baciment. en rdali- 
sant noiamment le pavage interieur. El plus reccmment. il a 
assure la reconstruction panielle de la noria qui puisaii I'cuu 
pour ces bains omeyades. ■ 




Le rouleau de Qumran restaure sera presen te enjuin a l hna. 


Ammon 



Liaisons hebdomadaires avec 
tous les ports europeens 
depuis ou vers Aqaba 

Agents de 

<£F 


EVERGREEN 


EVAAIR 


Ammon Navigation et transports 

Batiment Ammon, Wasfi Tal Str. Face a la Jordan National Bank 
Teh 684 775, Fax: 686 712, Telex: - 24362 AMMON JO 
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Une saison touristique 


' •-.•!•- V, 
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Hugues Parant 

Les Frangais en quete de nouvelles destinations 

^ 1 - . t__.j_.-_s. f _ _cr__ 


Marwan Khouri , , 

La richesse de la Jordanie g| 

Directeur du comite jordanien diu tourisme, 

Marwan Khouri espere que la saison, -y- |p 

jordanienne donnera I’envie dux Frdngais.fte , 
venzr decouvrir la richesse de la Jordame. : - 

■m. enicnn 1 — - -• --- •.''■\ ! T'“T7’ r ?• 7-‘7 •' •. _ 
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M. Hugues Parant, directeur frangais du Tourisme, etait en Jordanie, a la fin 
du mois dernier. II analyse le potentiel touristique du royaume hachemite qui 
devrait, selon lui, devenir une destination courue des voyageut s frangais. 


Des officiels jordaniens out 
r&emment qualifies la France 
de marcfae touristique euro- 
p6en le pins prometteur pour 
la Jordanie. Partagez-vous 
cet avis? 

Tout h fait. On sail que par- 
mi les marches les plus interes¬ 
ts par les d£couveries natu¬ 
re lies. et noiammeni les sites 
dSsertiques. les clienteles euro- 
pfennes sont de tres loin les 
plus atlirees. On sail par ail- 
leurs que des que Ton met 
I'accent sur 1'aspect culmrel, 
I'attraction des clienteles euro- 
peennes esi infinimem plus fa¬ 
cile que l'actracdon des 
clienteles americain.'s ou asia- 
liques. Et parmi ces clienteles 
europi^ennes, on sail que la 
clientele frangaise a ut. * carac- 
teristique: c'est d'etre ittitee 
plus que tout autre clientele par 
ces deux produits. Or, il se 
trouve que la Jordanie dispose 
des deux gtements. 

On peut prendre par exemple 
deux exernples qui se situem a 
3 ou 4 heures de Paris et qui 
sont suscepiiblcs d'offrir les 
m&mcs produits que la Jorda- 
nic. Le Maroc. avec 70 k 80 % 
de Frangais pour la clientele 
des viDes. alors que 8091- de la 
clientele d'Agadir est alle- 
mande. Et la Tunisie. qui con- 
nail la meme situation. Cest 
bien la preuve que pour une 
meme distance, les Frangais 
vont pluiot vers la culture et les 
Allemands vers le hatn6aire.. 


Ne pensez-vous pas que le 
Sr cboix du Maroc ou de la Tu- 
niCTP soil, pour les Frangais, 
lie a J'aspect francophone de 
ces pays? 

Non. Cest beau coup plus 
une question de distance et de 
temps. Dans la repartition du 
temps de loisir des Frangais, on 
constate un raccourcissemeni 
de 5 jours des vacances d'6te. 
ce qui est quand meme impor- 
tanL et en revanche, la multipli¬ 
cation des departs en vacances. 
On constate depuis 2 ans un al- 
longement des week-end. et des 
vacances tfhiver quasimem 
g&ngTalis&s. AujourdTiui. un 
Frangais sur deux part en va¬ 
cances dhiver en dehors de ses 
vacances d'6t6. On est en train 
d'assister k une diminution du 
nombre des week-ends et il un 
allodgement de ces week-ends. 
Et fividemment. quand on dis¬ 
pose de 4 ou S jours, voire 
d'une semaine maximum, on 
voit bien que la moyenne dis¬ 
tance est une n&essite. 


d'une semaine. En re¬ 
vanche. tout ce qui en- 
toure Amman, au sud jus- 
qu'i Kerak et au nord du 
pays, consume un voyage 
groups avec la Syrie. II y 
a done un prpduit Syrie- 
Jordanie du nord et un 
produil de d^couverte. de 
haute gamme et tres diver- 
si fie, au sud. li faut pour 
cela que la qualite des 
hotels suive. Je pensc par 
exemple au. village de 
Taybet Zaman. a c6te de 
Petra. Je trouve cela non 
seulement remarquable 
mais c’est ce que je crois 
avoir vu de plus remnr- 
quablc en matiere 
d‘integration cl de qualite 
dans {'ensemble des de- 
placements que j'ai pu 
faire au Machrek ou dans 
les quelques pays du Mo- 
yen-Orient que je connais. 
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line saison 

jordanienne a pour la 
premiere fois Seu a 
['Stranger, en France. 
Marwan Khouri, direc¬ 
teur du comite jordani- 
en du tourisme (CJT), 
explique comment 
1’idfie ce cede saison est 
itee et quelles seront ses 
retotnbdes pour la Jor- 
danie. 
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Pensez-voos que la Jorda¬ 
nie dorve etre rattachee a 
d’autres destinations (Syrie, 
Jerusalem^.ji pour etre ven¬ 
due? 

Je suis convaincu, mais pas 
sur d'etre suivi. que ('ensemble 
P6tra-Wadi Rum et Aqaba, si 
Aqaba se deveioppaiL notam- 
ment 3 travers une image forte 
de plongde ou de bateau, cons¬ 
ume un ensemble tres interes- 
sant sur le format d un sejour 


Dans quelles propor- 
tions pensez-vous que le B 

nombre de touristes ■ H 

frangais en Jordanie 
puisse augmenter? 

L'objcctif du doublemcnt de 
touristes frangais en Jordanie 
d'ici un a deux ans nest pas un 
objectif irrealistc du tout. 0 u ^nd 
on regarde le nombre de tou¬ 
ristes ' frangais attires par 

letranger. on constate que la 
France est cerles le plus grand 
pays d'accueil. mais aussi lc 
quatri erne pays emciteur du 
mondc. Sur I'cnscmble des se- 




Jordan Design& Trade Center 

Le magasin 
inconsumable pour 
Partisanat jo&lanien 


1 tA 


4' 


tapis - poterie 
coussins - vetements 
fer forge - corbeilles 
bijoux - verre souffle 
petits souvenirs 
Ouvert de 8h00 a 19h00, excepte le vendredi 


Toutes les grandes cartes de credit acceptees 
Envoi dans le monde entier 

Fondation Nour Al Hussein 

Tel. 699141/2, Dans le prolongement de Wadi Saqra 
sir, entre les jardins du roi Abdallah et Safeway. 
Deuxieme a droite apres la station essence. 
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^ Passez du temps au village 
. touristique de i Seme steels 
Un centre touristique unique mfilant la beauts 
d'autrefois au contort modeme d'aujourd'hui. 

Taybat Zaman riotef & resort Tel. 962 3 2150111, 

Fa* 902 3 2150101, P.O.Box 2/Taybeh, Wad) Mouse, Jordanie 
Unproduftde Jordan Tourism Investments 


jours que les Fnmcais passeni ii 
letranger 1 3* * millions de se- 
joursi. ils en passent 0.01‘.i en 
Jordanie. L'enjcu du dauhle- 
ment doil done eire facilemeni 
realisable. 

U y a une tendance cmiss.mic 
des Francis j voufoir swrtir de 
leur pays. Or. ces Francis sont 
attires par de nouvcllo destina¬ 
tions. 11 exists des modes. II > a 
deux ans cetait Cuba, et on 


sent tremir depuis maintenant 
six mois ou un an fu mode de la 
deonuverte de b Syrie et de la 
Jordanie. La presence de nom- 
breux tours-operateurs frangais 
cn \isite ces demiers temps en 
Jordanie .tttestc de cette ten¬ 
dance. ■ 


Comment cette sai- w . . 
soa jordanienne a vn J v. ^ 

lejonr? -V ^ ^ * 

EUe a 6t6 i mUfe ^ c 

Comme c'est toujours le 

tion^ touristique 

secteur prive a hn aussi 

saiicm de cette ssuson. 

tourisme. ne en avril jjVi \~ 

1996. est un orgmisme JF‘‘ ^ 

semi-public qui assure 4 
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semi-public qui assure 
la lite5on entre le mi- 
nistere du Tourisme et 
les operateurs privfs. 






Propos rtcuefllis par 
Ollrier Bras 


De quelle ta^oo air 
lez-vous promouvoir le tou¬ 
risme en Jordame pendant 
cette saison? 

Nous- avo ns deja commence 









avec la promotion dans la 
press*- Nous avons invite des 
journal istes travaiUant pour 
d'importants magazines 

fran^tes h se rendre en 
=ri Jordame^ Os one pa se 
rendre amiptc de la ri- 
ctesse qu'offre ce 
pays. Notts avons de 
nombreux sites, beau- 
coup cfactivites et des 
icuteraires qui nteritent 
de passer au moins 
hint joins en Jordanie. 

De plus, nous avons 
f r&emment mis en.’-. 
- place une page surln- 

t v:. terner pout orienter les • 

■ amateurs du voyage en 

leur preset!tant la Jor- 
dartie. Et depuis 
*9*^ quelques jours, une 

' campagne de publicite 

a d6bute dans les cou- 
loirs du ntetro parisien. 
avec "des clichds du 
Wadi Rum ou de P6- 
»3! tm. 


La France est actueOentont^le 
troistime paysfqitrop^;^ 
conceme le -vattfonf- ifc vis-^ :* 
terns, , rAngleteito 5 ^; ? - v 

rAhemagne. Nous.^^avpns : donc.' J c -Jife 
cherdte i connaftre ce qui attire ■ 
les Ffanfais,. Nbus savom' fp&v'J 
qu’ib abnentbeauebup . 


qu'iJs abnent beauebup Itt prep., Sy ; : •• 
duits tCHiriAiqucs orierites yets .. -7. . 7 . 
la culture, ou bteti oflhfiar des; ':- fff 
richesses nanireties telfes que le-• 
d&erL' , -r.-,' 


risme en Jo/dariie, il.esft. j 
tant de diversifier les"prod 


vizis'v&n&yj 

«tonlp1 - 


dre ladestinatidn Jordanie? ;. 

.. Nous', veiiai&ir 1 ^. jotdanie \\''. 
comme une destioaoon odnv- 
relle et naturelle, et non jpas 
seulemeot comme uh «itr m - - 7 7 -- 
clteologique. ’Not 2 s ;pcKs&lons, : ■ 
d’autres produits queP&ra. 



At Forte Grand Amman 


Quefles reperens- 
sions P euvent avw' 
une telle manifesta- 
tkm.cultnrene pour la 
Jordanie? 

Sglfl Voiia deux ans, la 
Syrie bfinfifidait d'une 
• operation similaire en 
France. Celle-ci a connu un im¬ 
portant sucoSs, et le nombre de 
touristes se rendant en Syrie a 
tripte k la suite de cette -saison. 
Nous esp&nons qull en sera de 
m£me pour la Jordanie. 


Par quelles aatres initia¬ 
tives passe la promotion ^e bi 
Jordanie a I'^dnanger? 

Nous panlcipons au maxi¬ 
mum depositions touristiques 
k I’aranger, dans la limite ^e 
nos budgets. Et nous sommu 
en train d'dtudier si . au fieii 
.d'avoir un simple bureau de 
tourisme en France, nous ne 
pounions pas avoir une maisdin 
jordanienne en France qui don- : 
neraic une image plus ptecise. 
des traditions et de Tartisanat 
qui existent en Jordanie Ji - - m > [ 


Propos recueilfis pair 
' _ Oroub dilked 


Le Khazneh, tresor de Petra (en haul & 
gauche), les etendues desertiques du Wadi ; 
Rum (d gauche) et la ville greco-romcdne de 
Jerash (en haut d droite). . v 



A'ou- i n 

f < tsiest 
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ARAMEAT Jordan on list of 
international recognition for 
its quality 

AMMAN—The Jordanian 

branch of the global tronspona- ( ~~ - f 

lion company.' ARAMEX. has > 

been awarded the prestigious ! ft 

ISO 9002 certificate—becoming | 9 

One of the first express and I 9^^ » 

freight forwarding companies in ^5*; 

Jordan to receive the rccogni- ! *,. i 

lion. 1 

“We did expect the certifica¬ 
tion.” said Hazem Malhas. cor¬ 
porate vice president of the inter¬ 
national courier company, “but it 
was really gratifying to receive 
an international seal of approval 
for our hard work, and our quest 
for quality.” ARAMEX CEO, FatU Chan- 

The ISO 9002 certification dour 
puts ARAMEX Jordan among 

the elite companies who have fulfilled its requirements— 
focusing as it does, on control procedures and documentation 
designed to ensure consistently high quality of service. 

In 1990, ARAMEX England also received the award on be¬ 
half of the international express, air cargo and distribution 
firm. With the aim of becoming one of the first Middle East 
organizations to do so. all ARAMEX offices should be quali¬ 
fied by this year. 

Commenting on the honor. Malhas said: “ARAMEX Jordan 
sets a precedent in the community. Wc are aware of this every 
day, throughout our work and the services we provided for 
businesses. As the only Jordanian firm who underwent re¬ 
engineering to beuer our services for customers, wc feel this 
proves that wc are a dynamic organization, with a lot of cner- 
gy. 

ARAMEX's foresight and energy have propelled this Mid¬ 
dle East company from being a regional success to an interna¬ 
tional player, with offices in major cities all around the world, 
offering a wide range of services, including time-definite ex¬ 
press, air cargo, logistics and domestic distribution. 

“Gaining certification under ISO—covering all aspects of 
our operations—-is an extension of our own global on-going 
quality program,” .sSid Osama Fjiualeh. ARAMEX's Jordan 
country manager.'‘‘‘With,this certification, wc,feel that; wc 
have to continue to set improved’standards in the industry to 
maintain the high quality of service standards for which we 
are renowned." ■ 


JEDCO develops general 
awareness of ISO 9000 in Jordan 


IN THE light i»r the glohal 
tendency to improve the 
quality of industrial prod¬ 
ucts to meet international 
standards, many manufac¬ 
turers in the world are pay¬ 
ing much attention to meet¬ 
ing these requirements. 

The In ter national Organi¬ 
zation for Standards (ISO) 
is u worldwide federation of 
bodies from 100 countries. 

The ISO is u non¬ 
governmental organization 
set up In 1947 to promote 
the standardization and 
facilitate the international 
exchange of goods und 
develop cooperation in the 
spheres of intellectual, sci¬ 
entific. technological and 
economic activity. 


International standards 
contribute to making life 
simpler, and increase relia¬ 
bility and e tree live ness i»r 
goods and services. 

Mr Muayud Summon, 
manager of the Export 
Development Department in 
the Jordan Export Develop¬ 
ment and Commercial Cen¬ 
ters Co.. I JEDCO l told rhv 
Star that Jordunian compa¬ 
nies need to lie ISO 91HMI 
certified to compete in the 
international arena. 

Excerpts follow: 

What is the ISO? 

The quality system .is 
defined by the Inter national 
Organization lor Si.md.udi- 
/.ttinn i ISOi in its *JtMni sene* 


ul M-uid.iiJ- .‘.i* J.'vchiped 
as a (espouse L liallenge 
mCie.isnie market 

elob.iii/.iiion 

It has been a Kick adopted 
h] i>ht “li .Minnie' m the 

• let cl»ped .nut Jo eloping 
world*. I ■••to.. there .ue 

..u;;pause' fft.if arc 
ISO '«iini .eiulud m the 
A'h (J 

Tlte,e -laudato.' ..re viewed 
as ptiv.eilul i«»■ 11' !nr eileelive 

iu.iti.i;Je!iiei:i. ivi . u.k of 
pro J IK t quality bn: also >>t all 
business upeiaiii'n- iirc-pcc- 

ir. e ni then ■.vm 
llii ISO •>) ii >i i . 

• >l r. 1 «i I• i■ i.ul s iiee.'fies of 

slarniatif' i'-uc 'faud.i!Js and 
siipplemeid.iiguidance 
sl.iiiJ.u ds 


ISO 9000 show, a unique 
venue and opportunity 
for Jordanian companies 



AMMAM tStart—In the light of lhc much 
concern given to quality standards in world 
trade and the tendency to go tor a free mar¬ 
ket policy, liberalization and global competi¬ 
tiveness.’ it has become urgent to follow 


high standard measures to guarantee the 
approval of industrial products 

ISO 900. the ninsi acceptable system l'»»r 
quality, has become the key eleinem lor 

Co ntin iiea on Page 16 


The live cure standards are 
ISO ‘iih.hi— l 994 quality 
maJi.igcineiK .mu quality assu¬ 
rance standards pan I: guide¬ 
lines selection and use. 

Til;- standard clarities prin¬ 
cipal quality related concepts 
and pro-, ides guidance tor the 
selecti"i: and use of the ISO 
•train family ol Standards lor 
qualny assurance and 
management 

ISO ‘ti.inl:«‘»4 quality sys¬ 
tem' is a nioJeJ for quality 
assurance :r. design, develop - 
ii/Cfii. production, in-iallation 
and servicing ISO ora 12.994 
quality systems' a model lor 
quality :i"urapce in produc¬ 
tion. installations and 
>er\ icing. 

ISO Oil 1 ) • wuq quality sys¬ 
tems. a model for quality 
asstiranee in final inspection 
and lest. 

ISO oi)i >4-1 994 qujlity 
ni.magetdcni and quality .sys¬ 
tem element' part 1 guide¬ 
line'' Thi' standard is meant 
lot inicni.il u>e by the organi¬ 
zation and pro\ ides guidance 
in designing and implement¬ 
ing a quality system so that 
they can ir.ee! market needs 
.md achieve overall success. 

What is the difference 
between product standards 
and system standards. 

The concept of quality sys¬ 
tem is comparatively new 
ami most people confuse 
“product quality standard" 
and "quality system stan¬ 
dard.” The product quality 
standard specifies various 
characteristics or parameters 
which the product must meet 
if it is t<> conform to ihe 
product standard. The quality 
svstem standard such as 
“ISO 9t Mill” defines the 
method of managing quality 
m a company to ensure lh:»« 
products conform to quality 
level that it has >et for itself. 

What Is its scope of 
application? 

Since ISO c, 0tit) defines a 
system for managing quality 
in generic terms, it applies 
universally to all products 
and services This standard is 
equally relevant to compa¬ 
nies manufacturing different 
types ol products: organiza¬ 
tions in various service sec- 
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tors such as hotels, hospitals, 
universities etc. can imple¬ 
ment s uch standards. 

Other organizations arc 
implemeniing the ISO ‘Mjnti 
to comply with contractual 
requirement' set by interna¬ 
tional importers. which 
means that the implementa¬ 
tion of lhc ISO until) 
enhances the chances for 
organic itions to export to 
quality conscience countries. 
Becoming ISO 9itiHi certified 
gives organizations the 
chance to participate in imer- 
national tenders and compete 
with other quality products, 
however it doesn’t guarantee 
selling the products in such 
markets. The quality of the 
product is the determining 
factor. 

What is the importance 
of the ISO 9000 certificate 
to Jordanian companies? 

There are several benefits 
of implementing the ISO 
9(tU0 in organizations, since 
the standards help rransfortn 
an ad hoc method of quality 
control into an organr/edmtd 
cost effective quality man¬ 
agement system by combin¬ 
ing high quality with low 


cost, this can give lhc com¬ 
pany a ircmcnduii' competi¬ 
tive adv an ugc. 

Those involve the improve¬ 
ment inside organizations. 
The primary purpose of 
implementing .my qualiiy 
system is lo inspire confi¬ 
dence among customers that 
the company is capable of 
producing products at a con¬ 
sistent level nl qualify all the 
lime. 

What are tin- ISO 91)00 
implementations in Jordan? 

The first avv.oeness of lhc 
ISO 91MHI standard in Jordan 
started in I 1 * 1 *’. and the lirsi 
company that received lhc 
ISO *«««» «:,s .I.Jiti. ii 

became IStVHiuii certified in 
1995. 

Presently. 22 Jordanian 
companies have become cer¬ 
tified. there :nc five compa¬ 
nies from the service ccbn 
About 125 Jordanian compa¬ 
nies are in the process ol 
implementing IS't * •uhni .md 
„• wiihiu the emu mg Ivvo ye.us. 

more than 15*» companies are 
r> JgVpq:«- tc.d„ ,n* become IStf 
certified in Jordan. 

Continual on Page 16 
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^ haw. always known has now become internationally certified : WV are 

What our clients ru ^ w do . 

^.abamEX Iordan in November became one of thefirst express. jrvighi forwarding 
This is why rnmmm {n r QTdan to theprestigious ISO 9K12 Certification. 


lRK company in Jordan lo receive the prestigious iso srxu certification. 

an a tram* ^ w h ene ver you use any of our services you unil continue lo mevv the 

Nowin ^ raCtl L. iml t safest service according to the internationally recognised standards. This 
fastest, most ^ ' Decl of our work whether Express, Freight, Special Seniors. Domestic 

applies to every Delitieries, Logistics or Mail Orders. 


liso*g|lsS 


ARAMEX 

The One $l»f> Stop for nttymr tramp <ruili«n tavdt. 


Tel 5531& 0 ’ 55 l5nl > m - ^ 6s3 °' htierMhttp://um\amnux.cam 


m STATE -OF - THE 
S- ART TECHNOLOGY 


Tel. 09/ 99 7788, Fax 09/99 77 90 
P.O.Box 9823 Amman 11191 Jordan. 
eMail: neforms@go.com.jo 
Internet site: http:/Avww,arab.net/neforms 





















16 THE STAR 


20 MARCH 


mm 


WSm 


ISO 9000 show, a unique venue 
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JEDCO develops 
general awareness of 
ISO 9000 in Jordan 


Continued 


What kind of assistance is provided in this 
regard? 

There are two kinds of assistance provided by dif¬ 
ferent Jordanian institutions, the technical and finan¬ 
cial assistance. 

For Instance. JEDCO. the Higher Council for Sci¬ 
ence and Technology and the Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Bank are assisting Jordanian companies finan¬ 
cially to develop their quality management systems 
according to the ISO 9000. Around half million Jor¬ 
danian dinars were spent by these organizations for 
this purpose. 

Technical assistance has been provided by 
JEDCO. Jordan Institution for Standards and Mete¬ 
orology. Amman Chamber of Industry, and the 
newly established Jordan Society of Quality. 

As far as JEDCO is concerned, it has been 
involved in the subject of the ISO 9000 since its 
early beginnings and has been leading in providing 
technical and financial assistance for companies 
seeking ISO 9000 registration. Seven Jordanian com¬ 
panies are currently working through JEDCO to get 
the ISO 9000 certificate and its expected that all of 
them will be certified in May this year. JEDCO has 
been active in developing the general awareness of 
ISO 9000 in Jordanian industrial concerns through 
many workshops and seminars conducted during the 
last two years. 

The ISO 9000 Show coincides with a very momen¬ 
tous occasion and that is the birthday of his Royal 
Highness Crow n Prince Hassan. It symbolizes com¬ 
mitments of Jordanian companies to His Royal High¬ 
ness's aspirations in building a modem industrial 
nation capable of facing the increased market glo¬ 
balization and challenges. The Show is an excellent 
opportunity for Jordanian companies to demonstrate 
their commitment to quality in a venue that is con¬ 
sidered the first of its kind not only in Jordan but 
also in the region. ■ 


international markets and the 
flow of exports from develop¬ 
ing to developed states. It is the 
policy of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology to 
co-operate with national institu¬ 
tions and the industrial sector 
to hold activities aimed at 
enhancing the rapid technologi¬ 
cal development, the first ISO 
9000 show in Jordan, was 
opened under the patronage of 
HRjH Prince Hassan at Phila¬ 
delphia Hotel yesterday. 
Wednesday. 

The show was opened by 
HRH Prince Faisal, who was 
deputizing for Prince Hassan. 

Driven by the desire to prove 
their competitiveness and qual¬ 
ity all over the world, a large 
number of Jordanian industrial 
concerns have since 1994 been 
embarking on (he process of 
ISO certification. 

There arc over 100 Jordanian 
companies who ore awaiting 
ISO 9000 certification by die 
end of next year. 

The idea of organizing the 
ISO 9000 show emerged few 
months ago and through coop¬ 
eration between Expo Jordan 
and the Higher Council for Sci¬ 
ence and Technology (HCST). 

Being the first of its kind in 
the region, the ISO 9000 show 
is a unique event that provides 
manufactures and visitors with 


a golden opportunity to he 
acquainted with our industrial 
achievements. 

Mrs Nancy Bukcer. the 
assistant secretary general of 
the HCST told 77ic Slur that the 
Council always provides sup¬ 
port for any creative and new 
idea. 

About 40 private companies 
from various industrial and 
service sectors .ire inking pan 
in the expo. Among them 17 
concerns have already been 
ISO 90<.rt certified- while there 
tire >iv of them in the process 
of getting this certificate. 

Participating companies 
include JoLi/t. £ I Zuy Ready- 
wear Manufacturing Co., 
industrial. Commercial and 
Agricultural Co. Rum. Jordan 
Phosphate Mines. Jordan- 
Kuwaii Bank. ARAMEX and 
HOPPEKE. 

The director of Expo Jordan 
Mohammad Zyaddjt said that 
the show is not targeted at 
material profit or gain: it is 
aimed at giving the participat¬ 
ing companies an opportunity 
10 display their products, meet 
with their counterparts and 
speak about their oun experi¬ 
ence in receiving the ISO 9000 
certificate. ' • 

Alongside the show, there 
will be scientific and special¬ 
ized lectures given by those 
who hjvc gone through the 
ISO 9 <«K'i experience. 


They are given 
the chance to brief 
the audience about 
the difficulties they 
faced before becom¬ 
ing ISO 90U0 certi¬ 
fied and explain 
their solutions and 
recommendations. 

Mrs Bakcer says 
"we should apply a 
course lor develop¬ 
ment and scientific 
research: That is 
SW OT: S stands for 
realizing our points } 
of strength. W for 
weakness points. O 
for opportunities 
t making good use 
of them i and T for 
threats no avoid 
threats and be J 
jware of them).** 

She also called Bakeer 
on participating 
concerns to coordi¬ 
nate and co-operate with their 
counterparts. 

In one exhibition, she said, 
otiiciuls noticed that there were 
representatives from two com¬ 
panies, processing the same 
produce, but none of them had 
.in idea about the other or even 
thought of co-operating with 
each other. 

This phenomenon should not 
exist, "all Jordanian manufac¬ 
turers and producers have the 
same ground and they share the 



same aspirations and chal¬ 
lenges. So why treat others as 
opponents. We are all partners 
in society and the role of one 
company should complement 
the role' of the other and not 
cancel it." 

There will also be scientific 
lectures and discussions deal¬ 
ing with ISO 9000, new con¬ 
cepts. stages for implementa¬ 
tion, obstacles facing these 
implementations and what's 
after gening the ISO 9000 


id 


Management of 'Expo,Jordan: Zyaddal (center). .'/ _ s 

certifi cate- MfsBakeeraiidMf Zyaddai 

The ISO 9000 certificate is . described the show to .be the 
not an end itself, his rather a' TExpo of the elite," and they 
means to achieve certain goal,' hope that it would be a nucleus 
that is enhance productivity add - fa a regional show' of ISO 
* * a rigW 9000 : Arab -companies - that 
^ . '. wouldb&orgamz^I in lQ^g:® 7 
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CEC, consulting engineers with quality performance i 
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One of the engineering projects of CEC—Sajdi and Partners 


THE CONSULTING Engine eri ng 
Center iCEC'j is an international firm 
established in Amman, in 1974 with 
branch offices in the Middle East and 
Africa. Mr Izzat Sajdi. the vice presi¬ 
dent of CEC told The Star that CEC 
is a registered company at the Union 
of Engineers under registration No. I. 

U is also classified by the Jordan 
Engineers Association as a consult¬ 
ing engineering firm Gass A. CEC 
provides studies, design, supervision, 
and in setting up. equipping and staff 
training of government departments. 

The firm's activities cover the 
fields of water and wastewater, 
dams, highways, bridges, buildings, 
airports, industry, geofechniczl engi¬ 
neering. public utilities and rural 
development, economic planning 
studies Water Tariff and Wasiewaier 
Tariff studies. 

The firm utilizes a full computer¬ 
ized office, automation systems and 


facilities, computer aided design and 
drafting, graphical presentation and 
animation. 

CEC adopts a strict quality coir- 
trol assurance procedures (ISO. 
9001) to ensure mat work is carried 
out up to international standards. 
CEC has built an excel!ear name, for 
quality and became one of the suc¬ 
cessful consulting firms in the Mid¬ 
dle EasL The number of staff at 
CEC is 170 consisting 115 Techni¬ 
cal and 55 Administrative. CEC is' 
registered with the World 'Bank. 
Islamic Development Bank. Arab 
Bank for Economic Development in 
Africa. Arab Bind for Economic 
and Social Development. FAO and 
many other funding agencies. CEC 
operate in many countries such as . 
Egypt. Gambia. Kazakhstan. Leso¬ 
tho. Lithuania. Maldives. Mauritius. 
Palestine. Saudi Arabia. Senegal. 
West indies. Yemen, and Zim- 
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Under Ihe 'Patronage Of 
90s 'Roy a[Highness Crozim Prince Nassau 
On ( Ifie Occasion Of His 50 tfi ‘Birthday 

Expo Jordan in cooperation with 
The Higher Council for Science and Technology 

ISO 9000 SHOW 


Product Exhibition - Scientific Seminars 

From : 19 - 23 March 1997 at Philadelphia Hotel 
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EXPO JORDAN 


For more information please contact: . 

Expo Jordan 

Telefax: 646405 — E-Mail: expojord@go.com.jo { . 

Higher Council for Science and Technology 


Tel: 840401 Fax: 840589 


Nashashibi & Ebbini : ^; 

Leader in paper-converting 
industry and forms 
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THE NASHASHIBI & Ebbini 
Company was the first in Jor¬ 
dan and the Middle East to 
produce computer forms and la¬ 
bels of all kinds. Since it was 
established in 1979, the compa¬ 
ny sought to develop new mar¬ 
kets. and satisfy the require¬ 
ments of clients. Today, it is a 
market leader in the region. 

The company has a well- 
established customer base 
around the Arab world and is 
eager to develop markets in 
Asia. Europe, and Africa. 

Nashashibi & Ebbini aims at 
reaching a level of workman¬ 
ship in design, materials, layout 
and production equal to that of 


any country in the world. 

It’s work in designing and 
producing computer forms and 
labels in all types, as well as 
printed labels in rolls and other 
technical and medical forms re¬ 
quires accuracy, reliability and 
comprehensive quality system. 
The company managed to 
maintain this and obtained the 
EN ISO 9001:1994 certificate 
from National Quality Assu¬ 
rance. UK. 

As customers demand deliv¬ 
ery schedules to count on, the 
company is committed to pro¬ 
vide it’s clients with the service 
they desire. 

ft has been it’s objective to 



stay in the leading 
edge with die latest 
advances in materi¬ 
als, equipment, and 
printing techniques 
used worldwide. 

The company 
plays an important ‘ 
role in the develop¬ 
ment of die paper¬ 
converting indus¬ 
try in the Arab 
World through it's 
participation in 
professional asso¬ 
ciations such as the 
Amman Chamber 
of Industry, the 
Arab Federation 
for Paper. 

— Printing and 
Packaging 
Industries 
and the Inter¬ 
national 
Business 
Forms Indus- Compan_ 
tries ( Bern, man Has 
Switzerland 
)• 

Nashashibi & Ebbini 
specializes in: 

1) Continuous Com¬ 
puter Forms ; 

■ Constant paper. 

■ Paper with special 
characteristics. 

■ Carbonless paper. 



Company's Managing Director, Otk- 
man Nashashibi - 



Consulting Engineering Center 

(Sajdi ft Partners) \ 



Consulting Engineering Center is proud to be the FIRST and tbe only 
Jordanian Engineering Consulting Firm to be certified for ISO 9001 


We Are Committed To Quality...... 

We Can Prove It...... 


Our services include FeasMity Studies, Designs, Construction Superyfcion, 
Construction Management and Quality Control in the fields of Wafer & Wastewater, 
Dams, Transportation, Roads, Public Utilities, Agriculture and Natural Resources. 


Quality Engineering services in the fields of 
Water, Wastewater, Dams and Roads. 


For More Information Visit Our Web Site on the Internet 
http:// ardbia.com/CEC 


■ White coverboard. ” ■ :f : 

■ Special, anti-forgery- 

paper. "■% 

■ Fancy paper with water, 
printing.. .. . • - ■ ’'a 

2) Self-Adhesive Labels.:. - * - 

■ Printed labels in rolls, '"'f. 

■ Continuous computet la*: 

bels. - - _ ,;V 

. ■ Labels for laser printer..^-. 

3) Technical Forms ., ” ~ i 

■ High quality medical 
forms. 

■ Monitoring strips. • >'. 

4) Cut-set forms. . 

■ Multi copy. 

5) Special In-Stock Items- V. : 

■ 9” 1/2X \r farms. .. . 1 ' 

■ Pre-printed cheques: in-' 

voices, payslips, payroll'e& • 
velops and statements of aCr. 
count. i v =J> 

■ Plain gummed Salary Ert-/' 
veiops With Double-sided. 
Adhesive Tapes. . . - ' 

■ hard paper cards for li¬ 
braries and others. 

■ E.E.G forms. f ■ 

■ Computer labels in sey?- 

era] sizes. - ' \ 

■ Labels in sheets fofJasery 

printers. I. 
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Albanians continue to 

flee to Italy 


By Charles True heart 

and Vera Haller 

BRINDISI, Italy—The tide of 
refugees fleeing the chaos in 
Albania washed insistently 
upon the Italian coast last 
Monday, bringing to more 
than 6,600 the number braving 
choppy waters, creaky boats, 
and the uncertainties of a life 
in another country to escape 
the violence at home. 

A rusting Albanian navy 
vessel chugged into Brindisi 
last Monday night carrying 
101 civilians. Italian naval au* 
tborities escorted the comman¬ 
deered ship into the military 
section of the port, where the 
women and children were 
quartered for the night as the 
men were taken to the local 
police station. 

Its arrival followed Sun¬ 
day’s harvest of 858 desperate 
passengers who arrived on an 
Albanian Navy frigate that ran 
aground a mile offshore. Ital¬ 
ian coast guard personnel here 
tallied ar 6.527 the number 
who had landed here on 130 
assorted craft since the exodus 
of Albanian boat people began 
landing here five days ago. 
Among the ships were much 
of Albanian Navy fleet, in¬ 
cluding torpedo boats, mine¬ 
sweepers and patrol boats car¬ 
rying deserting officers and 
crew. 

The refugees are fleeing 
chaos and bloodshed that 
erupted 10 days ago and grad¬ 
ually spread throughout the 
impoverished Balkan country. 
The violence, which has 
claimed at least 100 lives and 
rendered the government of 
President Sali Berisha help¬ 
less, exploded in the wake of a 
pyramid-scheme scandal that 
impoverished two-thirds of Al¬ 
bania's 5 million people. 

As Italian authorities strug¬ 
gled to curtail the flow of 
ships and smaller craft feny- 
ing terrified Albanians across 
the Adriatic Sea, the thousands 
who have managed to navigate 
the more than 40 miles to get 
here in the last five days have 
filled to overflowing the facili¬ 
ties used to house them: 
churches, gymnasiums, hospi¬ 
tals, low-rent hotels, parking 
structures, campgrounds and 
private homes. 

The mayor of this principal 
coastal city, Lorenzo Maggi, 
said “Brindisi is completely 
saturated,” even as Italian 
Prime Minister Romano Prodi 
evoked both his country’s frus¬ 
tration and its obligation. “We 
can’t throw them into the sea,” 
he said. 

Italian authorities Monday 
began tunneling the tide of 
fleeing Albanians, including 
families with young children, 
out of the suddenly over¬ 
whelmed Puglia region and 
northward to receiving centers 
in the Molise and Abruzzo re¬ 
gions. The prefect of Brindisi, 
Andrea Gentile, said “the 
problem is no longer just that 
of Puglia but that of all Italy, 
according to one news report 

In Osruni. 12 miles north of 
Brindisi, a clutch of about 20 


young Albanian men was chaf¬ 
ing Monday night after three 
days of detention in a former 
town jail put into service as a 
crowded dormitory. 

“It was war. There were Ka¬ 
lashnikovs and guns— 
children, men. everyone was 
shooting.” recalled Altin Lika, 
21. who arrived in Brindisi 
three days ago after making 
the crossing from the Albanian 
port of Durres. 

He and the other young men 
were restless. "They promised 
us working papers, which 
would let us go to stay with 
our relatives in Italy,” said 
Lika, who said his brother has 
lived in Italy for four years. 

“But for three days we've 
been here and heard nothing. 
We don’t know what is going 
to happen to us. ...Wc get a 
cappuccino in rite morning and 
then nothing but pasta to eat.’’ 
he said. 

Italy, along with France and 
Greece, failed Sunday to per¬ 
suade the European Union to 
dispatch more than a token 
force of advisers to Albania to 
quell the civil unrest 

Italy has borne the stress 
more than any other country; a 
much larger exodus of Albani¬ 
ans made for this ragged shore 
six years ago in the communist 
collapse. Some 20.000 landed 
here and were given temporary 
working papers before the Ital¬ 
ian navy began turning nearly 
as many Albanians back. 



Yeltsin, Russia’s 
comeback kid, at 
it again 


An Albanian soldier comes under fire from secret police as he tries to help an ordinary 
citizen who has been shot in the leg 

Prime Minister Prodi. 
speaking to reporters Monday, 
said. “We want lo help ihose 
who need help, not those who 
have problems, or who make 
problems. ... Italy is doing a 
lot for Albania" Prodi said 


Italy's position was firm, "not 
to open the door indiscrimi¬ 
nately" 

The frenetic Albanians at 
the jail in Osiuni wondered if 
their plight, and their coun¬ 
try’s. was of any interest to 


Americans. “What do they 
think? Do they think badly of 
us?" asked one. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Albanian villagers mourn, 
ponder uncertain future 


By Josh Friedman 

BATHORE. Albania—Following Alba¬ 
nian custom, the Mere clan gathered 
last Monday in this makeshift village to 
mourn Sami Mera. one of aboul 100 Al¬ 
banians shot to death in the chads of re¬ 
cent days. ... 

Black-clad women gathered' In the 
kitchen of the small cinder-block home 
of Mera’s uncle. About 15 men sat 
shoeless on homemade carpels in the 
living room, smoking furiously and try¬ 
ing to make sense of Mera’s death, 
which occurred last Thursday as he 
stood in a crowd that was looting a 
nearby government arms depot. 

“He was an innocent bystander." said 
his father, Dule. But Sami Mera’s death 
remains as murky as the events now ter¬ 
rorizing Albanians. 

Baihore is armed to the teeth, from 
pistols to ami-tank guns looted from the 
government. Everyone who has one in¬ 
sists he has a weapon only to defend his 
family from outside ruffians. Alt day in 
Barizore. the sound of nearby gunshots 
could be heard occasionally. 

“People are worried when they go to 
sleep,” said Behixhe Mere. Sami's cou¬ 
sin. "Maybe they'll never wake up. A 
bullet could come into the house during 
the night” 

According lo an informal poll of the 
mourners at the Mera gathering, there is 


great fear about the future but little 
agreement as to who should lead the 
country if the current president. Sali Be¬ 
risha. responds to public criticism by 
stepping down. 

Berisha told a French radio station he 
intended to remain in office until new 
elections are held—by June—but will 
resign if his democratic party in defeat¬ 
ed. 

On the surface. Albania appeared to 
be returning lo normal after several 
days of looting and lawlessness that 
have shaken Berisha’s legitimacy. Cars 
and pedestrians crowded the streets of 
Tirana, Albania's capital, as people be¬ 
gan returning to work. The sireeis re¬ 
main empty at night because of a dusk- 
to-dawn curfew, enforced by armed ci¬ 
vilians and a scattering of police. In 
nearby port cities, thousands of Albani¬ 
ans crowded the shore seeking a way 
out of the country by sea. 

Already, nearly 7.000 have reached 
Italy, most in dangerously overloaded 
boats that have Icd'to daring rescues in 
the Adriatic Sea. 

In one. the Italian coast guard pulled 
900 Albanians from a leaky gunboat 
sinking off Brindisi. Italy. In another, a 
US helicopter lighted the darkness and 
US Marines and Navy seamen dove into 
the black waters to save 55 Albanians 
whose boat had capsized at twilight. 
The Americans also picked up 30 other 


Albanians in a foundering ship. All 
were put aboard a US ship until offi¬ 
cials decide what to do with them. 

At the Mera gathering, even former 
supporters of Berisha seemed to feel his 
tenure was limited. “Berisha was re¬ 
moved from the political scene by 
events." said Shefqet Mera. 40. "but we 
need him to stay in power until a new 
election even if he's just a figurehead" 

The circumstances of Sami Meja’s 
death 3nd Baihore’s economic condi¬ 
tion reflect the challenges facing Alba¬ 
nia. 

According to his relatives, Mera. 32. 
who left a wife and two young children, 
had recently resigned a commission in 
the Albanian military and was unem¬ 
ployed at his death. Berisha had recent¬ 
ly purged more than half of Albania's 
professional officer corps, whose loyal¬ 
ty he could not court; on. replacing 
them with political cronies. 

The disaffection of the remaining of¬ 
ficers and enlisted men is considered 
one of the reasons for the rapid collapse 
of the Albanian military when the pub¬ 
lic began looting military depots weeks 
ago in an angry reaction to being cheat¬ 
ed bv dishonest investment brokers of 
approximately SI billion. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


By Lee Hockstader and 
David Hoffman 

MOSCOW—President Boris 
Yeltsin, discounted for months 
as terminally sick and a politi¬ 
cal corpse, has stormed back 
into control of die Russian 
government with all the fire 
and fury of a man determined 
to have at least one more 
hurrah. 

For the ump¬ 
teenth time in his 
stormy career, 
the Russian presi¬ 
dent has con¬ 
founded nearly 
universal fore¬ 
casts of his politi¬ 
cal demise. And 
for the first time 
in at least a year, 
he has given the 
impression that 
the Russian gov¬ 
ernment might be 
gearing up for 
something 
beyond drift and 
paralysis. 

Rebounding 
from heart "dis¬ 
ease. bypass sur¬ 
gery. double 
pneumonia and 
withering public 
attacks. Yeltsin 
has reasserted his 
authority by 
ordering a purge 
of his cabinet and 
has laid the 
groundwork for a 
new security rela¬ 
tionship with the West despite 
widespread objections from 
political elites in Moscow. 

As evidence of their leader's 
surging fortunes, Russians will 
be treated Thursday to the tele¬ 
vised spectacle of a relatively 
robust and ambulatory Yeltsin 
greeting a hobbling President 
Clinton when they meet in 
Helsinki. Clinton, 16 years 
younger than Yeltsin, had knee 
surgery last Friday following a 
fall. 

As for Yeltsin's health, 
sources say he still spends no 
more than two or three hours a 
day in his Kremlin office. 
Although he has seemed ani¬ 
mated and cogent, his loss of 
more than 50 pounds gives 
him a gaunt appearance and 
makes him look a decade older 
than his 66 years. 

But in the Russian media, 
Yeltsin’s health is no longer 
an issue, even among the 
grumpier voices. One newspa¬ 
per. Nezavisimaya Cazeta, 
compared Yeltsin to C.C. Cap- 
well. a character in the Ameri¬ 
can soap opera “Santa Bar¬ 
bara," who was in a coma “for 
many episodes only to recover 
and make an awful mess of 
things." 

Alexei Golovkov, chairman 
of the Russian parliament’s 
budget committee, said, “Now 
that the president has recov¬ 
ered. things have begun to 
move.” 

The Russian leade's most 


important push has come 
within his own government. In 
a decree last week. Yeltsin put 
dozens of top officials on 
notice for a major reshuffle 
that is predicted to produce the 
most heavily reformist govern¬ 
ment here in five years. A 
leaner cabinet lineup could he 
announced, along with the 
elimination or streamlining of 
entire ministries. 



Major announces May 1 for 
election he may lose 




■ By William D-Montalbano 

LONDON—The long- 

anticipated call to arms finally 
Sne on a brilliant spring 
morning. Standing with a 
jaunty smile in a pink shirt 
Sore the prime minister's 
front door at 10 Downing 
Sffeet on Monday, John Major 
invited Britain to a national 
election on I May that * 

expected to write his political 
eP After ritual consultation 

manCU „7™ n lbv hta'coiSrva- 
Major is running 
a reborn 

UborlW by young «n- 

U 'lf 1 ihvc B £re >> 0 more l“ r ‘ 
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has ever 

,can-style personal; ty- 
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^Tgative advertising, 
sides by ne® personaJ- 

Traditionai ^gning is 

appearance c wid ei y 

growing- J lead to Britain s 


debate. 

By Monday afternoon. 
Major had already mounted 
his soap box in Bedfordshire, 
north of London, the constitu¬ 
ency where the Conservative 
campaign momentum turned 
the tide of a Labor lead in the 
1992 elections. 

"The people will decide 
over the next few weeks 
whether they want to continue 
with some of the best eco¬ 
nomic news that we have hod 
for generations or whether it 
will be a return to the politics 
of socialism that brought this 
country to its knees in the 
’70s,” said Major against a. 
background of noisy pro- 
Labor demonstrators. 

Blair, who has never held 
government office, has pulled 
a traditionally left-wing, bhie- 
collar party to the political 
center in recasting Labor's 
look, its policies—and its 
appeal to middle-class Britain. 

Dubbing himself “the eter¬ 
nal warrior against compla¬ 
cency ” Blair welcomed 
Monday's election call, which 
came while he was visiting a 
London school. The election 
was good news, he said, 
because over the past year 
“very little has been happen¬ 
ing in government" while 
Conservatives tried to engi¬ 
neer their fifth consecutive 
term in office, 

“l want a new government 
with different values and 



Tony Blinr: The eternal warrior 


different priorities to lead a 
national renewal," Blair said. 
He attributed Labor’s growing 
popularity to the party's "mas¬ 
sive" internal transformation, 
and “the fact that most people 


look al I he conservatives and 
think they are rather incompe¬ 
tent. rather tired, and offering 
rather poor leadership” 

More than half of voters 


queried in a recent poll said 
Labor wa*. ahead because ic is 
lime for a change. The Con¬ 
servatives. in power since the 
1979 election of Margaret 
Thaicher. have a natural 
majority in Britain. 

Blair must persuade voiers 
that Labor has. left behind its 
long-contentious socialist prin¬ 
ciples and is a safe, responsible 
middle-of-the-road alternative 
source of government Under 
his leadership. Labor is as com¬ 
mitted to free-market econom¬ 
ics as the Conservatives, having 
officially abandoned support for 
the nationalization of public ser¬ 
vices and industries. 

The six-week election cam¬ 
paign. nearly twice as long as 
usual, will offer Major and his 
party allies every opportunity to 
attack Blair's credibility and try 
to short-circuit the first Labor 
victory since 1974. 

According the polls, though. 
Labor's popularity is unprece¬ 
dented. leading Lhc conserva¬ 
tives 52-27 percent, according 
to this week’s Sunday Times 
poll. The Labor lead grew from 
18 percent to 25 percent from. 
February to March despite a 
skein ol good news from a Con¬ 
servative government celebrat¬ 
ing Europe's strongest 
economy. 

Third party Liberal Demo¬ 
crats under Poddy Ashdown, 
favored by a steady 13 percent 
in the opinion polls, opened 
their campaign Monday with 


protests against plans for up to 
three head-to-head TV debates 
between Major and Blair. Ash¬ 
down wants to be included 
under British equal-access laws. 

Ashdown says Conservatives 
and Labor have become Twee- 
dle Dum and Tweedle Dee. 
with little to choose among their 
promise-anything campaign 
plans. 

"At this election people have 
a clear choice between politics 
as usual and a fresh sum; 
between promises they can’t 
believe and clear, costed com¬ 
mitments to improve our 
schools and hospitals" 

Both Major and Blair prom¬ 
ise that there will be no new 
taxes; each says the other is 
lying. Ashdown, who says both 
are lying, proposes a 1 percent 
income tax increase to improve 
social programs. 

The main campaign issues are 
familiar to American voters: 
more jobs, less crime, stronger 
pensions, better schools and 
health care. The context is dif¬ 
ferent here, though, for all 
major parties endorse Britain's 
welfare state. They simply seek 
io make it work more effec¬ 
tively in a graying post- 
industrial society. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Just as closely watched has 
been Russia's new flexibility 
in dealing with the West's 
plans to expand NATO into 
the former Soviet satellite 
slates of Poland. Hungary and 
the Czech Republic. 

Until a few weeks ago. there 
were scant signs that Moscow, 
seething over NATO’s planned 
expansion, was ready to bar¬ 
gain seriously with the West. 
Moscow's newly flexible alti¬ 
tude coincided roughly with 
Yeltsin's return to action and 
apparently was ordered .by 
him. 

Now there are indications 
that a deal between Russia and 
NATO may be possible before 
the scheduled expansion gets 
rolling in July. 

"Sick leave is finally over.” 
the newspaper Kommersant 
Daily said. 

Time and again Yeltsin has 
been written off as a spent 
force, only to come roaring 
back. In the Mikhail Gorba¬ 
chev era, Yeltsin was purged 
from the Soviet Politburo and 
reassigned to the oblivion of 
the construction ministry, only 
to return triumphantly to the 
limelight in barely a year. 

In the abortive Communist 
coup of 1991, he was out¬ 
gunned and surrounded by 
hostile forces, but he managed 
a victory, creating one of the 
20th century’s indelible 
images by clambering atop a 
tank to face down the hard-line 
plotters. 

Just a year ago. Yeltsin's 
approval ratings were in the 
single digits and his health in 
doubt, his chances for re- 
election ro a second term 
widely dismissed. But he ral¬ 
lied, plunging into crowds, fix¬ 
ing a choke hold on the Rus¬ 
sian media, dancing on stage. 
promising voters the world 
and outwitting his opponents. 


Ultimately he coasted to elec¬ 
toral victory by a comfortable 
margin. 

Yeltsin's knack for dramatic 
comebacks has been more 
impressive than his administra¬ 
tive acumen, which observers 
here believe has aggravated 
the enormous problems facing 
the Russian government today. 
To many observers, his stern 
denunciations of the malfunc¬ 
tioning Russian gov¬ 
ernment have alf the 
sincerity of the 
police chief in the 
movie "Casablanca." 
who declares he is 
"shocked, shocked" 
by gambling as he 
palms his winnings 
from roulette. 

Still, many reform¬ 
ers and most foreign 
diplomats in Moscow 
were heartened by 
the prominenl new 
governmental posi¬ 
tion of Anatoly Chu¬ 
bais. who it is widely 
assumed will be 
assigned control of 
economic policy as 
the lone first deputy 
prime minister. 

Chubais. 41. was 
the mastermind of 
Russian privatization 
—the massive sell- 
off of state compa¬ 
nies and assets lo lhc 
private sector—and 
of Yeltsin's re- 
election last year. If 
Chubais has a major 
say in the composition of the 
forthcoming government, it 
could herald the most impor¬ 
tant move since the freeing of 
state-decreed prices in 1992 
and the privatization program 
of 1992-94. 

“If Chubais gets his way. it 
will without doubt be the most 
reformist government since 
1992.” a foreign diplomat here 
said. "In that sense it's very 
encouraging.” 

But any serious proposals 
will face formidable obstacles. 
Sources close m the govern- 
meni say they expect Yeltsin's 2 
reshuffle to wipe out some of fj 
the big ministries— railroads. 3 
perhaps, or communications— jj 
reassigning their functions to j 
deputy prime ministers. 

The idea is driven by the 3 
tact that many governmental d 
ministries have become noth- 2 
ing more than corrupt lobby- n 
ists for their industrial cli- 1 
enus—a situation Yeltsin and * 
Prime Minister Viktor Chemo- ; 
myrdin have tolerated for * 
years. But the new govern-; 
ment. whatever its structure. I 
may find it difficult lo effect ? 
real change in a deeply \ 
entrenched bureaucracy. 

Moreover, it has become; 
clear that the Kremlin is call- ; 
ing fewer and fewer shois as I 
power has devolved to the! 
regions. 

Recently. two Russian f 
regions announced they were ■ 
no longer going to send tax; 
receipts to Moscow, since they . 
receive so little in return. The : 
Kremlin responded with I 
threats and Muster. The debate ' 
is unresolved, hut it illustrated 
the fragile ties holding the 
Russian federation together. 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



"Let's not make v& basts moves, Boris?T 
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• Cyprus Aotvovs HU# fojRUr operating new flights between Amman and 13 

citteali over the world* from 2 April This means 

now arrive at these destinations on the same day they lea ve Amman . Cyprus 

“E&SSfSgZ .JSw *«*« ■* <“• * *- j 

Mddaen says this measure is aimed at proriding Jordanian passengers with 

^l^arturesfiom Amman to Carnaka are now changed from the after¬ 
noon to 630 am every Wednesday and Saturday. This makes a easier for 
travellers to change 'planes to the countries they are traveling to on the 

Sa Outge S an also made on arrival lime- Cyprus Mnemmlt ^landing 
at Queen Alia's International Airport on Tuesday £nday afternoons. 

Hoping to secure comfort and service for its travellers. Cyprus A 
seeks to increase the size of its passengers going to different holiday desti¬ 
nations. Cyprus Airways celebrates this year its J Oth anniversary and now 
ranks among the first 10 top airlines in the world. 

Mr Mddaen pointed out that Cyprus Airways maintains theconfidenceof 
Jordanian travellers who are increasing mure than ever. They consider 
Cyprus Airways as the best and most contfortahle airiine to travel on. 



Maddaen 


Muhammed Ali Shakir 


‘New style’ in Arabic graphic art 


■By Anca de Maio 

j Special to The Star 

• 

I * raqi artist Muhammed Ali Shakir opened 
his fourth solo exhibition in Jordan on 
Monday at the French Cultural Center of a 
thunderous display. His present graphic art 
collection is focused on his latest technical 
•innovations emerging from the fusion of liihog- 
Sraphy. etching and Arabic calligraphy into a col- 
3our~govemed picturesque 'new style’. 

I His multifaceted background as a painter. 
■ graphic artist and calligrapher allows him to 
■materialize his contribution to the configuration 
■of a specific Arab identity in the broader context 
• of Eastern cultures. "Many art trends in my 
‘country search for local originality in the faih~ 
Jomless resources of Arabic calligraphy. And so 
Jdo I." says the artist. "1 was lucky to have as a 
! master, the famous calligrapher Maed A1 Znhdi 
; from 1955 to 1958. when I was studying callig- 
• raphy (evening classes) in parallel to painting 
5 (morning classes) at the Institute of Fine Arts in 
{ Bagdad." 

' His later studies of painting, lithography and 
! etching li.c. a process of engraving in which 
j lines are scratched on a plate covered with a 
J coating, and the pans exposed are subjected to 
2 acid) at the Fine Arts Academy in Rome (1961- 
! 19661 inspired him “to extract beautiful penman- 
• ship from its black-and-white static existence” 
! as well as offered him the “know-how" of its 
» transfer and insertion into the dynamic figura- 
5 live contexts of his lithographs. “If Islamic cal- 
2 iigraphy as ornamental art came into being at the 
3 time when human figuration was forbidden, in 
• my work they do nor exclude each other any 
! more, on the contrary: letters, human bodies and 
j still natures overlap in the same composition." 
| he explains. Pure forms and elegant loopings. 
I the letters have lost their original meaning and 
J the words they form have turned into magic 
2 “love birds.” ideal “ships” and illegible move- 
J mem. Their new semiotics intensifies the plastic 
£ significance of the composition as a whole, 
j Out of the various types of calligraphy: 









“ruka". “taaJeek”. “diwani." “diwanigeli”. “iga- 
zeh”. etc. the “thuluth" and "naskh" types of 
writing are Shakir's favourite. “The first is most 
frequent in Islamic mosques, while the latter is 
the Quran calligraphy par excellence", he points 
out. The writing of the simagm “Bismillah A! 
Rahman A) Raheem" ti.e "in ihe name of Cod") 
represents the key element of his calligraphic 
imagery, as it is the source of his two major 
symbols: the bird and the three-sailed ship. 
“This is my ship, my letter", stresses the artist 
pointing to a crown-like -form on a big format 
picture in shading colors entitled “Brothers and 
a ship”. “It is my own letter. I have imagined 
and seized it thanks to thorough training. 1 
would like to develop an alphabet of my own 
and 1 keep working to this effect”, he added. 
The pointless square "Kouffic murabba” writing 
is another source of imagistic inspiration and 
thematic originality: “Kufi and SiiHifc”. “Koufie 
kayrawani”. “Kufic letters.” — - 


Most of his latest etchings and linn-cuis 
(19961 have a binary structure as il the -.ime 
cliche had heen first under-exposed and then 
over-exposed. The compositions are vertically 
or horizontally almost symmetrical. The parallel 
color bands veil the original fresco-like compo¬ 
sitions in a charming alternation of shade and 
light. “When I was a child in my native Hilla. 1 
used to watch for hours the reflection oi light on 
a huge brass bowl decorated with Arabic calli¬ 
graphic inscriptions at the entrance of a cook¬ 
ing-oil shop next to our house', he recalls. “It 
was like a book open at the middle who-e both 
bright and dark, sides were a my story to me." he 
says. “What I seek lor in the transparency of my 
work may he also be that inexpfaifunic leeling i 
experienced before that humble but simply stun¬ 
ning recipient of oil." Shakir also 

recalls the (ime when he was a K'-yeur old hoy. 
“I was fascinated by colors. It used to cry lor a 
red comb or for anv other beautifully colored 


A theater festival on way 


By Munther Hamdan 
Special to The Star 


W ith the International Festi¬ 
val for Independent Thea¬ 
ter Troupes (Fourth 
Amman Theater Days) on 
the way. theater lovers are 
set to enjoy two weeks of universal the¬ 
ater performances. Organized annually 
by the Jordanian troupe Al Fawanees, 
the festival is considered as one of most 
influential around. It will be held in 
cooperation with the Egyptian Al War- 
sha Troupe, the Ministry of Culture and 
the Jordanian Artists Association. 

Every year a large number of thea¬ 
ter troupes and critics gather in 
Amman to present their latest of 
shows and perspectives about theater. 
Jordanian. Tunisian. American and 
French troupes among others will be 
performing between 27 March till 8 
April at the Royal Cultural Center. 

Aimed at presenting the universal 
and boundless language of .theater, the 
festival invites professional troupes 
which claim a long and reputable 
experience in theater. The gathering is 
a unique opportunity for Jordanians to 
get acquainted with different modes 
and techniques of theater other than 
they have been used to. 

“This year there will be more 
troupes, and the event will be highly 
organized.” said Nader Imran, direc¬ 
tor of AI Fawanees group, pointing to 
some gaps and problems in last year’s 
event. Imran said that the program of 
the 1997 festival is expected to run as 
scheduled taking into consideration all 


the organizing problems that might 
occur. 

On schedule. 13 troupes have con¬ 
firmed their participation in the event 
while many others who might be par¬ 
ticipating are not enlisted yet. Al Faw- 
aness group, which had no show in last 
year's Festival, will be showing their 
“We Loved Each Other” this year. 
Imran says that Last year the members 
of the group have been all preoccupied 
' with the organizational problems mak¬ 
ing preparations for a play impossible. 
Other Jordanian plays will be per¬ 
formed by the Al Ahlia School present¬ 
ing “Take Place” and Al Hannunah 
Folklore Croup presenting Salem's 
Tale. 

Among Arab troupes, the Lebanese 
Theater de Ville will be presenting 
“the Rituals of Signs and Changes", 
the Theater Day and Gaza Theater 
from Palestine, The Rule and The 
Exception aod the Tunisian Shama for 
Artistic Production, the “32 July." 

Among the plays to be performed by 
foreign troupes are Romeo and Juliet 
in Sarajevo by the Swedish Gotenberg 
group and Entree Dans Le Theater Des 
Oriellles by the French La Comagnie 
De L’ Energumene. 

The festival includes a number of 
critical seminars which are going to 
highlight general aspects about modern 
theater. In this respect, Arab and for¬ 
eign thearer critics will be submitting 
papers that are to be compiled and dis¬ 
tributed after the end of the event. This 
is one way to produce up to date per¬ 
spectives about (heater which serve as 
authorized .references for researchers 


and people interested. 

This year's seminars will make use 
of the audio-visual techniques in pres¬ 
entations as well as a new interpreta¬ 
tion system with translation from Ara¬ 
bic into English. Some topics to be 
discussed will be "Drama Scripts on 
Stage." Acting and Criticism" and The¬ 
ater audience." Participants will 
include such renowned names as Dr 
Mary Elias. Syria. Hassan Greiily. 
Egypt. Obeido Basha. Lebanon. A wad 
Ali . Iraq. etc. Other Arab and foreign 
critics and media personalities have 
also been invited to witness the event-. 

What is new about this year's event 
is the participation of the Jordanian 
Artist Society as one of the organizers. 
Il is expected that during the festival 
the society will announce its being an 
association. 

In an attempt to provide more 
administrative facilities for the Festi¬ 
val’s board, an online newsletter to be 
carried through the Internet worldwide 
is being prepared. This will give the 
board the opportunity to communicate 
and deal with all (he administrative 
aspects through the Internet. Besides, 
all the information about the troupes 
and the activities and plans of the Fes¬ 
tival can be downloaded. ■ 
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The Troy Trading Co„ offers its new Claire Fragrance mois¬ 
turizing creams and hand and body skin care on the market. 
Claire Fragrance is a British brand n a m e that is now manu¬ 
factured locally by Troy- 

Claire cosmetics have a distinct peach musk and v a n il l a aro¬ 
mas that wears is all day and designed to bring the elegance in 
you. Hie product contains natural and moistening sub¬ 
stances and multivitamins that keeps your skin lovely, fresh 
and protect it JVom the harsh weather. ■ 
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AS PART of the hotel's 
constant efforts to 
improve its facilities, 
another 45 extra large 
bedrooms have been built 
as on extension of the East 
wing of the building. Mr 
Kratinos Socratous, the 
head of marketing and 
sales at the Le Meridien 
Hotel in Limassol. ‘This 
will be in addition to two 
conference rooms—the 
Salaminia and the Ama- 
thusia f and ll" he added. 

All the bedrooms (of 
which 25 face the sea and 
20 overlook the gardens) 
will be of the same high 
standards' as the existing 
ones, which are known to 
be largest in Cyprus. 

“They are each equipped 
with a separate bathroom 
and toilet, satellite TV. In- 
Room pay movies, direct dial telephones and 5 chan¬ 
nel. radio in both bedroom and bathroom, hairdryer, 
mini bar as well as individual Digital-in-Room safes, 
Mr Socralous. who was part of the Cypriot delega¬ 
tion that came to Amman to attend the Cyprus Week 
that was held at the Forte Grand Hotel, said. 

“Additionally 10 of our 45 new bedrooms will be 
designated as Executive business rooms equipped 
with all the necessary facilities (hat the most discern¬ 
ing business people would expect. The capacity of 
the hotel is now 295 bedrooms including our Garden 



Villa Suits.’’ he added 
“All the Le Meridien 
public areas from the 
lobby'to La Sirene Bar 
have been refurbished 
and the new La Prome¬ 
nade Bar and Terrace 
si maced next to Le Nau- 
tile restaurant has now 
been created, with won¬ 
derful view of the sea 
and the Marina. The out¬ 
side terrace has been 
glassed in and is 
equipped with heating 
tamps for those guests 
Wishing to sit outside to 
enjoy the mild winter 
climate, even at the 
coldest time of the 
year.” Mr Socratous 
These important mod¬ 
ifications and improve¬ 
ments now .make Le 
Meridien Limassol the 
most advanced confer¬ 
ence and leisure resort in Cyprus. 

Le Meridien Limassol is part of the well-known 
international chain “Le Merdien Hotels and Resorts 
which has over 80 hotels world-wide throughout 
Europe, the Americas, Asia-Pacific, Africa and the 
Middle East and reservations can be made in virtu¬ 
ally every country around the world through the Glo¬ 
bal Distribution Systems used by airlines, Le Mend- 
ien's own reservation system “Fortress and through 
the Internet. ■ 
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object 1 also cried for having what to draw aid 
paint with. At school I was happy m the marsam 
as we w ere painting with pastel and water col¬ 
ors." he narrates. Eversince he has been True to 
his red-based color palette which also includes 
such matching colors as light green, blue and 
gray. 

Color combination is a complex technique in 
the cose of graphic an. One cliche carries one 
color but in contrast with the while paper it gen¬ 
erates a two-element contrast as in the blue and 
whiter “Woman in blue” ( 198S). or the red and 
white “Red figures"! 1992). “Sometimes the 
effect is more powerful in such pictures than in 
those where more colours are used”, he thinks. 
S et the “transparency" of his 12 'new style’ 
two-cliche etchings results from the interference 
of three filtered colors or better say from the 
overlapped impression of the two cliches. “The 
cliche is the material I engrave. Sometimes it is 
a zinc plate that I first wash with detergent and 
then 1 wax all over. I cover it with transparent 
paper. I draw on it and afterwards I bathe every¬ 
thing in niiric arid for rwo minutes. Next I wash 
the wav away with petrol and 1 ink the plate 
wtth colors and 1 stamp it on paper”, he 
describes. "Lino-cutting and wood-cutting are 
the similar, bui ihe material differs." he contin¬ 
ues. "As for lithography. I use a very strong 
marble which 1 rub smooth with sand and water 
as well as with pomix, an other type of marble. 
Then I resort to three kinds of ink: chalk ink. ink 
dcluted with water and typographic ink. Another 
two chemicals are added' and everything is ready 
for stamping." he says. 

Retired for 11 years from the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Bagdad where he used to teach 
painting, lithography, etching, calligraphy and 
photography. he carries on working 2nd display¬ 
ing his latest experiments and innovations. He 
(eels inspired by painting and tries to translate 
plactic an into graphic art and vice versa. T do 
not destroy the old cliches for I might recycle 
them into something new." he confesses. He has 
several plans for ihe future among which is a 
possible photo exhibition in Jordan next year.H . 
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ComefiusI Fve been watchinqlnml. 
Beware of the jawbone!" .. 



Historical note: For many years, untfl they became 
truly nasty, Wrings would plunder, loot and then 
egg the houses of coasted villagers. 



> T)h 1 ft's Rist Hank’s little cross to bear— 
he's affergtc to down and that’s that” 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre.-.661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.„. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Inshtute -.641993 

Cervantes Institute iSpanish)...... 6108S8 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Y.W.C.A.. 641793 

Y.W.M.A._...664251 

Darai al Funun. „643252 

Alia Art Gallery...639303 

Baladna An Gallery....657132 

Nabil AI Mashini The::it.675571 

Nabil & Hisfaam's Theatre_625155 


Concord Cinema.. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.909238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports Cily.667181/5 

Orthodox Club...810491 

Royal Automobile Club..815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.- 673713 

Royal Racing Club...09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.,...636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.5.C.N. 837931/837937 



Government Depts - 


To bock your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 1 
of SAFEWAY Bldg.. GSHNANA Center - Jabal Athussien £> DOWNTOWN call 6S0367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture_.... .686151 

Auqal & Islamic Affairs.66&I4J 

Culture/Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

industry & Trade ..663191 

Information....641467 

Interior Ministry .663111 

Justice...663101 


Labour. 69S1S6 

Municipalities & Environment_641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.„.... 644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development. 673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian . 

. 641271/2 

Australian. 

. 673246/7 

Austrian... 

.... 644635 

Bahraini. . 

. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 

Belgian. 

.. 642183 
675683 

Bulgarian . 

... 818151 

Canadian ... 

... 666124 

Chiican __ 

8?3360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 
Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen. 603703 

Finnish Consulate S24654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek _ 

671331/2 



Icelandic Consulate. 

.... 698851 


Indian. 


. 637262 

Indonesian. 


. 828911 



. 639331 

Italian. 


.638185 

Japanese .. 

Kuwaiti . 


... 672486/7 
.... 675135/8 

Libyan . 


.. 693101/3 


Lebanese .... 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani.622787 



... 677517 

People's Rep. of China... 

... 666139 
. 645161 

Polish". 

637153 

Qatari . ..... .. , .. .... 

... 682666 

Romanian. 

... 667738 


.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian . 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

5kiu(h Korean. 660745/6 


....811194 


614166/9 


644251/2 


669177/9 

Swiss. 

Syrian . 

Taiwan. 

686416/7 
641076 
.. 671530 
674307/8 

Turkish . 

,. 641251 


U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Stales. 820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation :. 668191 

ESCWA. 694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA .-. 607398 

UNICEF.-. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka ....682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda {Air yemen). 653691 

American West Airlines.694802 

America Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines .. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa...-.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippine Airlines. 640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Airways.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenis Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/62 mi 

Civil Defence H Q. I9.VI9S/I94 

Fire Brigade. 622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank. 77512t 

Traffic Police.62544.V639703 

J Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

i Highway Police. 787111 

Hospitals 

Afcleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.frf>4l64/h 

Ai-Bashir. Ashrafich.. .775111/26 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.fX>7227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marita.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 , 

Italian-Al-Muhujrcen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 1 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani..... 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hold complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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® a Luxury Tel 

® Comfort 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


IliKtfi 
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“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
. ■: pi--.- -Vr ■ 


We save you more 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 
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True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 



Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 





Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Had\ <kin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures <£ 

•ja die urea 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 



jf il.W.'.W/?.' 

jCQ ? ?CC 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 

652-380 


fafe Res tau run I 


Different 

ifcpe' ri0lVJ 




Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
coll 

FlSdoMi: ‘Estate 

7 c'. K[!}::(!■)- 

rc\. 

*>J. up' . :• .-iV.i- cr Center. 




NOW OPEN FOR 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 

7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


’a lions call (03) 316636 
ax (03)318246 


« * * * 



@35 J 


*professional Drycleaning 
•Shoes Repair 

•Doming . 

*Engraving 

*Upholstery it Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Teh 679947& 821656 


\ k«Ss / 0q jc 'jirr* E ■ - - - . 



josb^jwrd B.ERND BERGER 

WlllCuG SIZES ffllll . . 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


carriage carriage 



riffle 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


-V..' -- v - d- 

_____ _ _ „■ x I-—* W - ^ (yw VZr 'L-r- » d> w » 


H Wasfi Al- Tal Sl 

sKE- Tel; 695180 
S'"'- - Fax; 682525 

1 


riagT carriage V RentaCar carriage carriage 


we offer:- £ \ 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check ^ * 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintenance \ - - 1 

❖ Oil Change \ 3arakehl 

Wasfi AI-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 - S 





ry Not all “ cafe ’s “ are 
@1 created equal 

fci A Touch Of Class In 

True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al" Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 __ 
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The American Computer Show ‘97 in perspective: 

A celebration of Jordan’s 
computer market 


face 


by ZSID NASSER 


77ie Internet’s generic top level domain names: 


A little too crowded! 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 


“SEEK PROFIT where there is 
a crowd,” goes the saying of 
PropheL Mohammed. The say¬ 
ing underlines the point that 
commerce needs interaction, 
exchange of ideas and the peo¬ 
ple to conduct it The same 
applies to the Internet and its 
growing utility in business, 
exchange of ideas and pub¬ 
lic relations. The more 
users the Internet serves, -?* 
the more effective it 
becomes, in other words, 'yj. 
as the Internet's “crowd" f- 
expands its different 
uses become more 
obvious. 

The astounding :?sx 
increase in the num- 
ber of domain names “■ 

on the Internet such j--••*... 
as "micro soft. com”. ; 1 
"go.com.jo" or ' 
"neis.com.jo” is the V; ‘ 
most prominent sign 
on the increase of its 
users. 

The domain names cur¬ 
rently fall into the following 
general top level domains; 
“edu” far education, “com” for 
commercial users, "gov” for 
governmental users, "net" for 
networks and “org” for 
organizations. 

These generic top level 
domains are registered and 
coordinated by IntcrNlC. 
which is a division of the US- 
based Network Solutions. 

Domain names, arc trans¬ 
lated by Domain Name Servers 
(DNS)’on the Internet into ihc 
IP addresses rthc Internet's 
specific network numbers) that 
they represent. For instance 
ncts.com.jo is actually 
195.14.136.1 and so on. 

InierNIC charges S5Q a year 


for every domain name it regis¬ 
ters, and it has. according to 
the Economist . collected more 
than $20 million last year for 
its registration services. 

In addition to the generic top 
level domains administered by 
InterNIC. there are the national 
domains such as “jo" for Jor¬ 
dan or “no" for Norway which 
are 










<•. • )7.-c 


administered 

by a certain body in every 
country, such as the National 
Information Center in Jordan, 
which also charge varying reg¬ 
istration fees. 

Some administrators of 
national domains followed a 
somewhat different approach 
to the generic top levels 
domains; for instance Britain 
gives its educational institu¬ 
tions the "ac" TLD standing 
for academic and not the 
widely used cdu. also the Aus¬ 
tralians use the second domain 
for commercial activities which 
is biz.au 

This background informa¬ 
tion on domain name*- is 
needed to explain the hurdles 


facing the current domain allo¬ 
cation scheme. The increasing 
crowds entering the Internet 
have caused a lot of legal prob¬ 
lems regarding who is actually 
entitled to a certain domain 
name tdue to conflicts on com¬ 
mercial names and trade marks 
and so on). In addition, many 
think that InterNIC's monopoly ; 

on registering domain : 
a names (it even eoonJi- , 

».- - nates who is in , 
charge of national 
domains) is not 
SvifTfS. acceptable espe- 
' L ' b “y w ^ en the 
gfo-y;*. revenue it gener- 

to*-ates is token into 

&;{■' consideration. A 

. third problem, at 

y.ScA*- least from certain 

perspectives, is the 

Ilimited nature of gen- 

frjX-' eral top level domains 
pj?.- ;•*. which limit the choice 
». of any party interested 

in registering a 

;V>. domain name. 

% ' For instance, suppose 

a company named ZZZ in 
Australia would like to reg¬ 
ister the domain name 
22Z.com only to find out that 
the name has already been 

taken by a company also named 
ZZZ in the US. ’ Thus. ZZZ 
would need to adopt another 
domain name to sail get its 
presence under the commercial 
top level domain, “com ". 

The problems above were 
some of the reasons why the 
Internet Ad Hoc Committee, 
proposed in a recently pub¬ 
lished report twww.iahc.org) . 
that new general domain names 
be introduced and lhat new reg¬ 
istrars' of theses domain names 
tdoing what InterNIC is doing 
for the old ones) be assigned. 
The committee believes Lhat the 
introduction of new domain 


THE AMERICAN Computer 
Show ‘97. organized by ihc 
United States Embassy in 
Amman, ended last Friday, fol¬ 
lowing three active show days 
which brought together some 
30 companies and 
attracted thousands of 
visitors everyday. 

This annual show, 
running for the fifth 
time, has become an 
important event on the 
calendar of computer 
companies and custom¬ 
ers alike, and is aimed at 
promoting American 
computer and informa¬ 
tion technology products 
on the Jordanian market. 

Apparently. as it 
seems, most of the 
major companies in Jor¬ 
dan carry American 
brands, the American 
Computer Show is a 
prime event for the Jor¬ 
danian computer sector. 

Following the official 
opening on Wednesday 12 
March, the show opened its 
doors to the public on Thurs¬ 
day 13 and Friday 14 March. 

Most American PC brands 
were on show, sporting the 
fastest Pentium processors, 
complete with multimedia. 
Also, the full range of com¬ 
puter peripherals and accesso¬ 
ries available in the Jordanian 
market could he seen at the 
event. What's more. Jordan's 
on-line and Internet companies 
were present at the show with 
strength, emphasizing the lev¬ 


els of on-line awareness in the 

country. 

The’ exhibiting companies 
we spoke to dunng and after 
rhe American Show all 





expressed their satisfaction 
with die event, and were 
pleased to see that it attracted 
such large numbers of the Jor¬ 
danian public. "It provided us 
with excellent exposure and 
we met with many clients and 
potential customers.” stated 
Hani Saadi, general manager 
of Saadi Communications 
Systems. 

Others also commented on 
the show, slating that it repre¬ 
sented an excellent sales 
opportunity. Mr Dia Abdo. 
marketing manager at Tantash 
Information Systems Croup 


(TISGl said lhau “we found 
the show to be very successful 
in terms of sales promotion, as 
we practically sold out our 
PC’s that were on show at 
special rates for the event.” 

The Jordanian on-line 
community also found that 
the event' represented an 
opportunity to meet with 
customers. Companies 

including NETS, Computer 
Networking Services 
(CNS). and Global One all 
stated that they were 
pleased with the event. 

The American Computer 
Show has proved itself, 
without a doubt, to be a 
major computer and infor¬ 
mation technology event in 
Jordan; which competes 
with the Middle East Tech¬ 
nology Show (METS) for 
the position of top com¬ 
puter exhibition in the 
country. 

Obviously, most com¬ 
puter and information technol¬ 
ogy companies in Jordan 
appreciate the value of such 
exhibitions, while consumers 
need the continuity of such 
events to remain up-to-date on 
much of what is happening in 
the computing field. 

ft makes a lot of sense to 
see more annual computer 
events in Jordan. Let's hope 
more local companies appre¬ 
ciate their value, and increase 
the number of participants and 
better serve the Jordanian 
public. ■ 


More on computer 
customs 


last WEEK’S article on J^ p “'“ bS 

prompted a response from the «s £p^ ^ 

to pinpoint certsnnr items that .*> 

‘ISTSSSid like ***** 
clarifying many points and we, in ♦ 
ify some points of our own. . , t wee j;' s article 

First, we would like to re-affirm rtwj last ^ttts 


names such as "firm" . “store”, 
"web" and "arts'' would miti¬ 
gate the disputes occurring 
regarding the over burdened 
“com" domain as well as j 
remove the monopolistic nature i 
of InterNIC business by allow- ■ 
ing the new registrars to coor¬ 
dinate the new top level 
domains. The proposal is stiff 
under discussion as the 1AHC 
is probing the feed back of 
Internet users to its suggested 
new scheme. 

People will always be 
inclined to seek their profit 
amidst the crowds, however, at 
one point the crowds will need 
to be re-organized and restruc¬ 
tured. The Internet’s crowded 
domains apparently have 
already reached this stage. 

email: 

Abbassi @ N ETS.com Jo 


News update 


SIS offers TriDAT prod¬ 
ucts in Jordan 


• Sinam Integrated Systems 
tSIS't has recently started to 
market TriDat personal com¬ 
puters in the Jordanian 
market. 

TriDat is a well-known 
American PC brand that is 
making headway in the US 
market with a lull range of 
elegant desktops and 
notebooks. 


bulletin board service (BBS) 
with about 2.000 users, will 
utilize a recently obtained 
Internet Service Provider 
*ISP) license to deliver full 
Internet services within the 
coming two months! 

This" means that there will 
be a second ISP in the mar¬ 
ket soon, in addition to Glo¬ 
bal One/Sprint Jordan who 
have been providing an Inter¬ 
net on-line service for over a 


NETS goes Internet 
On-line soon 


• Although it is not official 
vet. NETS, a large Jordanian 


year. 

For now. the people at 
NETS are remaining quiet 
about the details of their 
Internet service, but it is just 
a matter of time before an 
official announcement ^ 

made. 


cverf we°made a point tha. « Wta-d rtK decrease.*;: 

.he ..’me of publistog. 

such as a customs invoice or bill that shows the 

items and fees, we made a general forecastth^the^hangK 

might not be felt, upon final calculation of a PC P nc f* . . 

Apparently, one week later, and afternew computer.sy^ 
terns were brought Into, the country under ^ °ew amem^ 

I raents, we realize chat the decrease is actually 
amounting to about 14 percent. Thanks » “ 
invoice delivered to us by a local computer dealer, we can 
now even go into the details of these amendments. . . 

According to the article no. 8471 of the 
regarding personal computers, the tax and fees structure 
has been simplified into two premiums, each about iaper- 
cent Upon total calculation of the customs, taxes an d tees, 
the sum amounts to about 20 to 21 percent on personal 
computers. This represents a drop from the previous cus¬ 
toms and tax fee. which means that computers -would 
undergo a 34 to 35 percent price increase. • ■ ^ . • - 

So, the good news for computer buyers in Jordan re that 
it will cost you about 14 percent less to purchase a cou>' 
puter. In other words, the standard configuration of a Pen" 
tium 133MHz, with 16MB RAM, a large hard disk and full 
multimedia could drop to about JD 1,000 from the current 
price of JD 1200—kindly, note that this price applies to 
inexpensive computer brands. . • :- 

However, there are still relatively high customs on com¬ 
puter parts and accessories. For example, according to arti¬ 
cle no. 8544 of the same law regarding computer cables, 
the customs are'54 percent. Also, article no. 8524 states 
that the customs for ‘Laser disks (CD-ROMs)’ is 54 per¬ 
cent. Finally, 'storage media; cartridges, tapes and disks 
will be charged 54 percent too in customs. Personal com¬ 
puter dealers I talked to staled that every computer entering 
the country is checked for these accessories and taxed 
accordingly, so the computer sitting oa your desk is taxed a 
total of 21 percent, bat the cables at its back and the com¬ 
pact disks you received .with it wens taxed 54 percent. 

In any case, once again, we'would” like to inform , the 
Customs Department that we at 77 k? Star appreciate their 
efforts to facilitate business and development in Jordan, 
through the recent changes enacted which actually do make 
computers more within the reach of the Jordanian' people; 
and we believe these amendments will favor Jordanian 
users, relative to other countries in. the region, t ' - j. 

On that note, we conclude the customs argument; hoping 
that personal computers and accessories will continue to", 
drop in price, allowing for more computerization fa -Jordap... 
After all, we are all on the same side; the side of children 
in schools, employees at work and people everywhere who; 
want to develop themselves, utilizing, computers .focjhe: 
general benefit of Jordan as a whole. M' " '■ T ~ • 


Young, brash Portland 


blazing a new trail 


Klinsmann plans to leave 
Bayern at season’s end 


BONN—Juergen Klinsmann 
shocked German soccer on 
Tuesday when be announced he 
was leaving Bayern Munich at 
the end of die season because he 
does not fit in at the Bundes- 
liga's richest but most contro¬ 
versial club. 

“I had a talk with (chairman) 
Franz Beckenbauer last week 
and 1 told him that 1 would prob¬ 
ably play abroad next season.” 
the 32-year-old striker and Ger¬ 
many captain said. “I don’t fit in 
here.” 

**I wanted to tell Bayern now 
so that they can plan for the 
future. There are many reasons 
(why l am leaving) and I have 
decided to act.” 

Klinsmann, who returned to 
Germany in 1995 after a suc¬ 
cessful spell with English side 
Tottenham, complained earlier 
in the season that he was 
unhappy with Bayern’s defen¬ 
sive tactics and the way he had 
been Cleared when he went 
through a bad patch. 

Bayern have a reputation fur 
squabbling in the dressing 
rooms. The forward has often 
been at odds with captain Lothar 
Matthacus, his predecessor in 
charge of the national team. 


PORTLAND. Oregon—The 
youngest team in the NBA 
also is the hottest. 

The Portland Trail Blazers 
have won nine in a row, their 
longest winning streak in six 
yeans and the fourth-longest 
in franchise history. 

Suddenly, the Blazers look 
like a formidable challenge 
for their first-round opponent, 
almost certainly either the Los 
Angeles Lakers or Houston 
Rockets. 

“We're a hungry team,” 
coach PJ. Carlesimo said 
Monday. "We want to win.” 
The Blazers and their coach 
say it was only a coincidence 
that the winning streak began 
the day newspapers in New 
York and Vancouver. Wash., 
reported Carlesimo was soon 
to be fired. 

“It wasn't son7ething that 
we thought a lot about to be 
. honest with you,” Carlesimo 
said. 

But whatever the reason, 
the Blazers are playing their 
hest basketball of the season. 

“it doesn't take a brain sur¬ 
geon to figure this out,” Port-, 
land's Kenny Anderson said, 
“(t’s real simple. We're play¬ 
ing basketball. We have tal¬ 
ent. Right now we’re just hel- 
ter than the teams we're 
playing against. 

“Talent-wise, we can com¬ 
pete with the best teams in the 
league, period.” 

The loss of Isaiah Rider to 
illness didn't hurt the team 
Sunday night when the Blaz¬ 
ers easily beat the Clippers in 
Los Angeles 106-94. He 
might be out again Tuesday 
night, when Portland tries to 
make it 10 in a row a( home 
against Sacramento. 

Then it's off on the last big 

road trip of the season, five 
games in seven nights with 
stops in Milwaukee, Washing¬ 
ton. New York. Atlanta and 
Charlotte. 

Portland harbors a slim • 
hope of moving up to the No. 
4 spot in the Western Confer¬ 
ence and gaining a homecourt 
advantage in the first round of 
the playoffs. But. entering 
Monday night's games, Port¬ 
land still trailed the fourth- 
place Rockets by 5 1/2 games 
and the Lakers by six. 

“With the margin they have 



The Celetics, one of the group taking part in the NBA matches 


and the amount of games left, 
you'd have to say it's a bit of 
a longshot,” Carlesimo said. 
“But it's worth trying for.” 

Between 17 January and 26 
February, the Blazers went 4- 
10, fueling the rumors that 
Carlesimo’s days were 
numbered. 

The turnaround was abrupt 
and dramatic: 

—During the slump. Port¬ 
land averaged 96.4 points and 
gave up 104.5. In the 9-0 
streak, the Blazers have aver¬ 
aged 107.2 while giving up 
94.6. 

—In the slump, the Blazers 
shot .444 from the field, .330 
from 3-point range. In the last 
nine games, they are shooting 
.516, .448 on 3-pointers. 

Carlesimo notes that 
Rasheed Wallace and Arvydas 
Sabonis. the team's best front¬ 
line players, were hurt during 
the losing stretch and arc just 
now returning to top form. 

Currently, all five starters— 
Anderson. Rider, Sabonis. Wal¬ 
lace and Clifford Robinson— 
arc averaging in double figures, 
as is Gary Trent off the bench. 

The success comes even 
though the Blazers are both the 
youngest, (averaging 25.76 
ye3rs) and least experienced 
(2,47 years) in the NBA. 

“Considering our youth and 
new faces, we've done pretty 
good to this point.” Carlesimo 


said. 

There were a lot of people 
shaking their heads in disbe¬ 
lief when Blazers’ president 
Bob Whitsitl brought Ander¬ 
son. Rider and Wallace—all 
former lottery picks—to the 
team last summer. All three 
brought baggage from their 
past. 

Anderson was a disappoint¬ 
ment in New Jersey. Rider 
had all kinds of problems oft' 
the court in Minnesota, and 
Wallace was inconsistent and 
hot tempered in his rookie 
season in Washington. 

But Anderson has thrived 
in Portland, and Wallace is a 
candidate for most improved 
player in the league. 

Rider has been penalized 
several times for missing 
practices and faces a mari¬ 
juana possession charge from 
early in the season. Mare 
recently, he reportedly created 
a disturbance at a local charter 
aircraft service after missing 
the team plane. 

But he's had some big 
games, too. and insists he 
loves playing for a winning, 
playoff-bound team. Several 
players have gotten in trouble 
for lashing out at Carlesimo. 
But the coach said such emo- 
lion is not necessarily a bad 
thing. 

“As much as people make 
of our trials nnd tribulations 


that we've had all year, most 
of them have been off the 
court," Carlesimo said. "A lot 
of the on-court ones have 
been emotion in losses or in 
tough games. The next day'or 


very shortly after that, we'll 
put it behind us.” 

Despite the widespread 
belief that the Blazers could 
disintegrate because of their 
fragile temperament. Carlesimo 
said the players have never 
resorted to blaming each other. 

“( think there's a genuine 
feeling among the players and 
coaches, and there has been ail 
year, that we can be a very 
good team.” he said. 

Portland's recent victims 
have been mostly losing teams, 
the exceptions being Utah. 
Seattle and Cleveland— and 
Seattle was without Sam Per¬ 
kins and Deilef Schrempf at the 
time. 

Still, the Blazers were hav¬ 
ing a hard time beating those 
losing teams before. 

“Teams that beat us two 
months, three months ago. 
they're dealing with a whole 
new. different team when they 
face Portland this time.” 
Anderson said. “Because 
we've got a different attitude. 
We’re unselfish. We just want 
to win." ■ 


His decision to 
quit was the 
biggest talking 
point among the 
playere at train¬ 
ing on Tuesday. 

Bayern mid¬ 
fielder Mario 
Basler said he 
understood why 
Klinsmann was 
leaving and said 
he and other key 
players were also 
unhappy. 

The atmos¬ 
phere has been 
tense in Munich 
in the last week. 

It has emerged 
that Beckenbauer 
told the ream that 
they were a poor 
side during a spe- 
dal meeting Klinsmann 
recently. The 
“Kaiser" was also very critical 
in public after two defeats last 
week. 

“It was obvious that the 
whole ballyhoo in Munich got 
on Juergen's nerves," Bayern 
general manager Uli Hoeness 
said. “He has said that himself 
many times.” 

One of Klinsmann's lowest 



Kinnear on song for Europe 


LONDON—Wimbledon manager Joe 
Kinnear might be forced into replacing 
up to four piayerr- in his tiring team 
which faces London rivals West Ham ui 
Selhursl Park on Tuesday night but his 
song for Europe is as loud as ever. 

"We've got 10 League games left and 
I've asked the lads to win seven of them 
to make sure we quality for the UEFA 
Cup next season/' he said. “It’s a great 
position to be in, considering that peo¬ 
ple were asking me after we had lost the 
first three games of the season whether 
we would stay up." 

Wimbledon, of course, might not 
even need a top-six Premiership finish 
to ensure their firsl taste of European 
football next season. They face Chelsea 
in the FA Cup semi-finals at Highbury 
on April 13 and Kinnear admitted: 
"That game is obviously a big focus for 
us. But I’ve always said the main ambi¬ 
tion is to get into Europe by finishing 
high enough in the League and we can 
still do lhat-” 

"Before we had so much bad luck in 
the semi-finals of the Coca-Cola Cup 
against Leicester last week, we were 


chasing success in all three competi¬ 
tions and although I’ve heard some peo¬ 
ple say we could now end up with noth¬ 
ing, wc won't even lei ourselves think 
that way," 

"Five of our- seven remaining home 
games are against teams who are also 
trying for European places and so 
everything is in our own hands." 

But Kinnear wil) have U? lake a late 
look at his leg-weary troops before 
selecting his line-up tonight. Striker 
Efan Ekoku and midfielder Oyvind 
Leonhardsen both felt reaction to 
knocks picked up earlier in the season 
when the Dons crashed 3-1 to Black¬ 
burn on Saturday. 

And strikers Dean Holdsworth 
(cracked rib) and Jon Goodman (head 
injury) are already both ruled out, 
Goodman had to withdraw from the 
Republic of Ireland's B team alter being 
concussed at Ewood Park. 

Signs of stress near the end of an 
extraordinary Dons' season will be a 
boost for West Ham. who still badly 
need points to climb away from the rele¬ 
gation zone. 


They have problems in midfield with 
Michael Hughes suspended, Frank Lam- 
pard out until next season with a broken 
leg sustained in the goalless draw at 
Aston Villa on Saturday and Danny 
Williamson fearing a specialists' verdict 
on his damaged ankle could also mean 
the end of his campaign. 

Ian Bishop was ready to soldier on 
despite a broken nose and manager 
Harry Redknapp insisted: “We need 
everybody digging in just like they have 
done in the last two games. We've 
taken four good points bit still need a 
few more to start feeling safe.” 

‘Tve always thought we would stay 
up, even when we were really up 
against it just after Christmas but there 
is still a lot of work to do. And Wimble¬ 
don will be as tough as ever make no 
mistake about that.” 

“People might say we could be catch¬ 
ing them on die slide after such a great 
season that they’ve had, but Joe Kin¬ 
near won’t let them fade out. Anything 
we get tonight will be hard earned but 
we do need it.” ■ 


moments came at the end of-last : v 
year when he was substituted in 
a key league match at his old 
club VfB Stuttgart where he -' • 
made his name in the German ~ : 
game. . 

Shortly afterwards Klin-;, 
smann, who struggled to scote - ; 
goals in the first half of tbesea-, 
son. threatened to leave Bay era.: . 

“1 have had to swallow a’Kjt / 
and I’m prepared to swallow#? :*: 
lot more to win the German . : , . 
championship” he said at the 
time. "But when - evetybnff.t%>; 
takes it out on me, .1 have tp- ; 1 
ask myself whether I befar®--' 
here." .'sfjfj 

Tuesday’s announcement 
still came as a surprise sinde .'j 
Klinsmann seemed to have*#;\. : .-yj 
lied his differences with ^ 

club who are still in the run- ', / 
ning to win the German.ebant-/. 
pionship despite. their; recent ; 
drop in form.' . . ; ;; 

Klinsmann's contract 1 is 
to end in June 1998 ; but ^ 

ward has an opl-our, 
which allows him to - 
without a transfer fee. 

The decision is. 

lain to fuel speculation that:®' ’; / 
could return to England but. h^/-; 
is also believed'to haverw^J.' 
offers from Spain, fa 
to Tottenham, KUnsmaiih^l^^.; 
played for Monaco..; 
Internazionale. ' V - ^i 

Bayern have been' w^tkuig.7.. 
on boosting their forward^® ; ;.;:- 
for several months aad/.^v 
expeered to sign ViB-Stung^fil; 
Brazilian striker Giovane '^^f: 
for the start of next seasoi^lij?^ 
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